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Long Version with Guiding Questions:

Write using technical language, avoiding the use of personal pronouns and contractions.

Part I: Reference Information

Provide a citation in proper APA form

Part II:  Summary of article

1.  The main purpose of this scientific article is ____________________________

(Here you are trying to state, as accurately as possible, the author’s purpose for writing the article.  What was the author trying to accomplish?)

2.  The key scientific question that the author is addressing is __________________

(Your goal is to figure out the question that was in the mind of the author when s/he wrote the article.  In other words, what key question is addressed?)

3.  The most important information in this scientific article is __________________

(You want to identify the key information the author used, or presupposed, in the article to support his/her main arguments.  Here you are looking for facts, experiences, and /or data that author is using to support her/his conclusions.)

4.  The main inference/conclusions in this scientific article are _________________

(You want to identify the most important conclusions that the author comes to and presents in the article.)

5.  The main assumptions(s) underlying the author’s thinking is (are) __________

(Ask yourself: What is the author taking for granted [that might be questioned]?  The assumption are generalizations that the author does not think s/he has to defend in the context of writing the article, and they are usually unstated.  This is where the author’s thinking logically begins.)

6.  The unanswered question(s) is/are ________________________

(You want to identify any weaknesses, limitation, unanswered questions the author identifies.)

Part III: Integration, evaluation, and comments about the articles:

1.  Assess the authors conclusion(s).  

· Do you think the author’s conclusions are valid and reasonable (provide an explanation)?  

· Discuss how the conclusion relates to the procedures used to test the problem.

2.  In what ways were you disappointed with this research?  What do you see as the weakness and or limitations of this research?

3.  What questions still remain?  Are these issues that the article raises that is does not address or resolve?  How might this research be extended?  What further research needs to be done?

4.  Describe any interesting discrepancies from or agreements with other research articles you have read.  Compare this research with other research in the area.

5.  What use does this study have?

Short Table Form:

Write using technical language, avoiding the use of personal pronouns and contractions.  Keep this document to less than 1 page long.

	Reference:


	What is the reference for this article in proper APA form?

	Research Question:


	What is the scientific question posed?

	Rationale:


	What was the point of the paper or the experiment/project?

	Definitions:
	Are there any new words or concepts that need to be explained so you remember them?

	Methodology:


	What techniques did the scientists use?  What was the point of the techniques

	Results:


	What is a summary of the results? 

	Conclusion:


	What do the results mean?  What are the implications or applications of the results?

	Discussion:
	Are there any personal points you would like to make?  What are your thoughts on this paper?  Was it any good?  How is it valuable to you?  


Journal Club Format:

I. Select a provocative article

II. Prepare yourself

A. Read the article critically. Write out what the authors did, what results they got, and what they concluded according to the outline below.

B. Think about each of the decisions they made in designing the study, and what they concluded from the results. Were these good design decisions? Were the conclusions reasonable? What are possible problems with the design, sampling, measurements, and so on? How likely are these problems? How would they impact on the results and conclusions?

C. Pick out a few MAIN POINTS OR CONCEPTS that you think are most important in reading this study critically. Examples of these sorts of concepts are: sample size, bias in measurement of outcome, loss to follow-up, unrepresentative subjects, etc.

D.  Make a list of questions for the discussion.  Make sure they are open-ended and conceptual

E.  Make copies for all of your classmates.  The teacher can make copies for you if you provide the article 3 days in advance.

III. Leading the discussion

A. Basic rules and tips

1. The more key points the participants make themselves (rather than you pointing them out) the better. Avoid lecturing and answering your own questions! 

2. Try to make sure everyone is involved and interested. It is OK to call on people, if you do it in a nice way.  If one or two people are dominating the discussion, say, "I want to hear from some other people now" and try to get others into the discussion

B. Format for discussion: It is helpful to review the factual information before proceeding to discussion of judgment and interpretation. Plan on spending the first few minutes reviewing the article, and maybe a minute or two on how you found this particular article. Then begin class discussion.  Use your prepared questions to guide the discussion.  Be sure to discuss how valid the study is.

C.  Wrapping up.  End by discussing the “bottom line.”  What is everyone’s opinion?  Have people’s opinions been changed?  Are people supporting their arguments with relevant, supporting information or just emotion?
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