Styles of Teaching

	Style
	Description
	Rating

	The task-oriented
	These teachers prescribe materials to be learned and demand specific performance on the part of the students.  Learning to be accomplished may be specified on an individual basis, and an explicit system of accounting keeps track of how well each student meets the stated expectation.
	

	The cooperative planner
	These teachers plan the means and ends of instruction with student cooperation.  Opinions of the learners are not only listened to, but are respected.  These teachers encourage and support student participation at all levels.
	

	The child-centered
	This teacher provides a structure for students to pursue whatever they want to do or whatever interests them.  This style is not only extremely rare, it is almost impossible to imagine in its pure form because the classroom, with its adult-child ratio and adult-responsible environment, automatically encourages some interests and discourages others.
	

	The subject-centered
	These teachers focus on organized content to the near exclusion of the learner.  By “covering the subject,” they satisfy the clearly delineated curricular requirements of the course.
	

	The learning-centered
	These teachers have equal concern for the students and for the curricular objectives, the materials to be learned.  They reject the over-emphasis of both the “child-centered” and “subject-centered” styles and instead help students, whatever their abilities or disabilities, develop toward substantive goals as well as in their autonomy in learning.
	

	The emotionally exciting
	These teachers show their own intensive emotional involvement in teaching.  They enter the teaching-learning process with zeal and usually produce a classroom atmosphere of excitement and high emotion.
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