Introduction: The Connecticut Science Standards require grade 6
students to learn that ‘‘an ecosystem is composed of all the populations
. . . ) that are living in a certain space and the physical factors with which
‘We are interested in studying food-chains, and how some . P .
inants can and bi ify, thus posing a they interact” (Standard 6.2). Specifically, they need to know 1.) That
health risk to humans who eat animals at top levels (i.e., bony- . . . .
fish and shellfish). Thus the hypothesis we are testing is that populations in ecosystems are affected by biotic factors, such as
S willnerease as we sample populations, and abiotic factors, such as soil and water, and 2.)
Our study site is Long Warf, New Haven, which is a part 1 1 I
o the s Tont Sontnt el e o e Populations in ecosystems Fan be categorized as producers, consumers,
that we will e testing for evidence of and decomposers of organic matter. There are three student
bioaccumulation/biomagnification. . . .
performances to assess, but only two were covered in this project: 1.
Hypothesis 1: Students will explain how populations are affected by predator-prey
Algac/Ulva/ Decomposers in the MUD relationships, and 2.) Describe common food webs in different
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Summary:
Date My students were very enthusiastic about this project because

S . they were able to view and handle specimens from the Long

B B N Island Sound. Just this weekend, students reported going to
m‘ﬁ“b:ﬁ:fﬁiﬁx:’i:f:ﬂiﬂf: what you believe Lighthouse Park to find the live specimens. I was greeted the

5 - day after Memorial Day with excited children that actually saw
LB s live organisms, first seen in my class. They even got their
Mussels 0.0453 parents involved.
il 0.1301

::f:g; For assessment student made dioramas, and some students

Sea lettuce 0.1285 actually went to the Long Island Wharf to collect
Rock crab 0.0883 representative samples like sand and shells, and took pictures
Sandworm 1665 of them, thus displaying the Wharf so eloquently through their
rout 03555 !
dioramas.




