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[ear RE&dEES:

A large portion of this issue is dewoted to women-——not necessarily women
who are historically famous, but women like "Carrie" and “Sophie,” who, in
their own way, have contributed something special to the personality of the
Rmerican woman.

We Felt it appropriate to use women as a theme bacause of Women's History
Wesk, March 5-12, 1982, which was celebratad to bring awareness of the role
women hawe played both in the histery and developmsnt of America.

"Worte® is especlally timely beeause of the debate underway in Washington
and throughout the country on the abortion issue. Although this piece, weltten
byJda: Ann Caruso, & Registered Wurse, is fictional, it is based on fact and
was researched for historical accuracy.

"uoll Flanders,” an agsessment of ona of the first English novels, provides
& glimpse of English society and treatment of women. &S Martin Frice wrote in
DaFoe aa Comie Artist, "Moll, like the sacularized Puritenism she bespeaks, has
tho zsal that might found =ects as well as amass booty, that might colonize a new
world as readily as it robbed an cld one.” The novel closes with Moll trans-
ported to the Wew World, giving DeFoa's work &n element of prophecy as cne
contemplates the roguish persmmality of this early American ssttler.

We are pleased to publizh the letters contained in "Treasures from the
attic,” which also includes the diary of a Civil War seldier. This is the
First time thess have appeared in print, and they are remarxkable in several ways.
First, G. Fisher's diary emphasizes the horzendous conditions the aoldiers sndured.
Tt was & war of mud, lame fest, ill-fitting uniforms, and rampant diseasa.
Flaher's rocordings confirm other accounts which give detailed descriptions
of how tha soldiers suffered.

In Sketohes of o Hospizal, Loulsa May Alcott described her wvolunteer wark
in a field hospital in Predericksburg, and she remarked on the questionable
policy of using recuperating soldiers as nurses in the hoppitalz. Fighar's diary
mentions how during as illness he was moved from a ward to a tent and then " am-
tailed. . .as nurse” in Hampton Hogppital, Virginia. The letters and diary serve
tn give the modern reader an ocpportunity to gain insight into the personality of
these 19th century Americans. It is evident that “family, God and country®
were paramount in their lives.

To yound out what we hope 18 an lgsue with "Something for everyone,” we
have inciuded bDr. John Bernardi‘'s assessment of federalism onder the Hoover and
keagan adminigtrations and Barbara Poscich's book review.

The Editors
Futh B. Harney

Hancy 5. Matcalf
Sandra Santa Maria







The staff of (lio fesls greatly honored to dedicate this
isgue to Dr. Gertrude E. Braun who retired from the college on May
1, 1982,

It is particularly appropriate that we recognlze Dr. Braun
in this way because she was a member of the Social Science Department
1846-195&. While she was Assistant Director of Graduate Studies from
1956=1%66, she atill was professor of Social SBoiendes. It was not un-
til she bacame Dean and later Viece-President of Academic Affairs that
she stopped teaching. We know that she resembers with great pleasurse
her days in the classroom.

One of Or. Braun's chlef academic Interesta ower the years has
been working with curriculum. Her advanced graduate wark helped her
become an expert in curziculum planning and building.

She well remembers the many regular mestings of the Curric-
ulum Committes and especially the sewveral working weekends at Dr. F.
Burton Cooke's farm in Massachusetts. AS time went on Dr. Braon be-
came the chairmen , which office she held Far several years. The History,
Soclal Science and English Pepartments, as well as others, recall har
gplandid work in expanding the Libezal Arts program. These departments
will bie forever grateful and aware of her part in developing thelr pro-
grams by halping to remcowe the required subjects and adding inmomarablae
electives,

Later, as Dean of Academic Studies and then as Vice=Fresident,
Or. Braun kept a watchful and caring eye on the two departments publish-
ing £lio,

PFor all this, we wish her much happiness in the future and
all the joy that she can wish.

Elizabath James
peonfecaor of English, Emeritus




An Interview with Dr. Gertrude Braun

If bhricks could talk, the melange
that is thes Western Connocticut State
campus could tell us much about the
changes that have come about for women
in educatiom in the 20th centurcy and
how the once amall teacher's college
bocoma the diverse school it is today.
But better than hard cold facts, we
ara fortunata to heve the impressions
of ths warm and affabhle br. Gertruds
Braun, Vice-President for Acsdamic
Affairs, who retired this year after
37 years on the WestConn faculty.

D . Braun was educated during the
fepression atb Scuthern Donnecticut State,
then Hew Hawen State Teachers College. Af-
ter a short period of elemspnbary school
beaching, she attended Yale where she
received her masters degres and, just
as World War IT was coming to an end,
hecama part of the Danbury State Teachers
Collage., The small school of 250 stu=
dents was at that ti=e oriented ex-
clusively to the education of Connecti-—
cut slamentary school teachers with
rwo laboratory schools on campus and
responsibillty for the administracion
af panbury's two one=room schoolhouses.

Although clomentary educsatlon was
traditionally the provinoe of women
pricr to the war, Dr, Braun recalls
the strict raguiremant during the De—
mreaainm that women who married for-
faited their teaching positions "and
ne one chanllegened it." With unemploy-
ment =o high, the rels was part of a
nationwide affort to provida a job
For =t least one wage sarner per housa-

by Pabt Torrey & Beth Kennedy L

|

hold and "clearly it was the mals who
waa going to be the breadwinner, not
the female." The manpowar shortage
caused by the war, however, quickly l
eliminated what today would certalnly
be considered a discriminatory rule.

In ordar to fi111 a hisbory vaoaaoy
at Danbury State, in 1946 De. Braun
falt the sesd fo supplemsnt hor tndar—
graduate training and spplied once
Again to Yale for summer Course work
at a time when "women were not in Yale
undergraduste clagses.” But, with the
halp of her previous history professor
ifA the Master's progras, Or. BHraun was
appraved and holds the distinctiom of
being "the first woman esver to take
undergraduate courses at Yale.® Bhe
rgmpebers well when she flrst walked
into the huge lecture hall filled with
ex-3l8. The Eurcpean History profes-
oz, Tom Mendenhall, whoe later becams
preaicl&nt af Smith Callage, &topped her
and =ald "I don't know how this is
golng to work. I never had a woman in
olass before.® bDr, Braon celates with
anaffectionate laugh why the professor
was concarned: "He had a repertoire
of slightly salaciouws stories and he
wondared 1f he could continue to use
tham in my presance.™

Toward the end of the sassion
Frofesscr Mendenhall, "typical of Yale
and having nothing to do with the fact
that I was a woman,” spent thres sftgr—
noans, &t his suggestion, going owver
the syllahus for the young teacher's
now clags ‘at Panhuory.




That same autwm when DE. Braun e-
turned to Danbury Staks, Dr. JenkinS,
the college president, digd in his of-
Eice and the following yeat pr. Ruth Haas
pecams the Firat woman prasidant of a
public four yeat college. Dr. Haas did
not aotively seek the presidancy and
always Eelt she gained what she did an
the basip of her ability and not because
ghia was a woman. The "ald boy" netWwork
of college administratars mafde the major
Ascigions conosrnind aducation at the
time and Dr. Hass was mot only able to
work well with the group but soon ba-
camg a part of it. Working within the
syatem ghe was able to obtain support
and recognition for the collage, While
remaining a registeTed independent, DF-
Haas was &lsc able te function well
within the politigal syatom earning tha
raspact of politicians from hoth parties.

From tha outset of her administration,

pi. Hass set as her primary goal tha &x-
pansion of the collage's goope. "ShE
pushed the Faculty into very heavy cur=
rigulum explaration and improvemant and
e worked ag a oommittes af the whols,
alway=s with the ehregt to croate & bet=
tar teacher,” Says Dr. Sraun. “rrhe roots
of this school, and pruly of Southern andl
Eastern also, ware in elgmentary adoca—
tion.® Throughout her careel, pr. Bradn
has been active in curriculum development
and sarmed her doctorate in this a=ed.

panbury's weall regpected program was
developed just in cime For the "terrific
demand” for teachars that resulted £rom
the post war "baby boom.® "The program
Ltaelf Wwas tremendously innavative "
says Dr. Broauf, becauss Dr. Haas was
"the right persan in the right place at
she right time. Her Socus always waB
en the school." With the pressurs to
produse new teachora, smargensy prodgrams
were instituted to cartify those holds
ing B.h. degrass , and with tha increasad
dpmand Came {increased salaries. Men
pegan to enter the fiald of elesmentarcy
sducation in inoreasing numbes &0d sAYS
Or. Braunm, "This was one of the great

atpps backward for wossn becauss 80
many men went into alementary education.
They became the principals, & positlion
formerly held by womer."

In the 19508 when most colleges
and universities across the country
were ptruggling to provide facilities
for the growing number of Esmala stu-
dants, Daabury State Toachars Callega
faced quite the opposite problem. Hare
famale students oocupled the dorm, tha
gym and the other facilities. Whan the
hmerican Association of Univarsity
Women Sent a comoibtes to carry out an
ipvestigation for accreditation of the
college they found themsalves Eaced
with & unlgue situatica. Here at Dan=
pury the woman students wars wall pro-—
vided for; it was thea man who were
fighting for space.

pr. Braun stated that wWestConn has
always been pointed to as a = flagahip™
among collegea for recognizing the rights
af women and moving them ahead hased on
merit and not tokenism. She streasad
that women have been among the finalists
for every position in recent years and
that the final decislon has always bheen
based on choosing the best qualified
candidate for the job with no prejudice
or Eavoritism regarding women. HoweVer
with br, Braun's retirement on hporil
a0, 1983 there will be only one WOomeEn
in a management positicn at tha college.
wpraditionally women faculty have heen
hard te find,” she sald. “Even today
thers are a small number of qualified
woman, those with graduate degrags.
Women hawe traditionally put their
Wi educations second Tto those of thelr
hosband"4."

spesking of her own carsar and that
of DE. Haas, Dr. Braun said, "I den'E
foal we got whare we did becauss wWe ware
women ar that we couldn't have gotten
whare we did becadse wa WeEa woman."
pr. Braun makeés it clear that althaugh
she and Dr. Haas @may hawe B8t prece—
denks as women educaltors and adminis-—



trators, she sxpressed impatience with
the women's liberation movemant. "I
have seon what T would call some abuses
of the women's liberatiosn movemant-—in
the sense of people being moved into
positions because they wers women who
really shouldn't be there.”

Having been invelved in the col-
lege®s growth and davelopment over the
past 17 years, Dr. Braun supported the
friendly, family atsosphere that Dr.
Haas worked to maintain. She expresses
her concern for "children who no longer
have the experience of the extanded
Family® in today's transient society.

The easy, open felationsghip batwean
stisdants and faculty at WestConn has
becams morg important over the years
as people tend to be moere mobile.

From a spacicus, treed campus with
two buildings in a quiet rural setting,
Pr. Braun has seen Danbury State Teschers
College grow to Westorn Connecticut
State Collage, & complex , Split campus
offering elght degrees with undergradusats
and graduate programs. We can only hope
that as tha colleage continues to grow, it
will also strive to maintain the Eriendiy,
family atmosphere that Dr. Braun and Dr.
Haas considered so important.




two yeara of "Hormal School" to becoma
a teacher,

But what was the eldest girl te do
with her 1life? Theze were no longar such
great demands at home. Ik was eXpected
that she would marry, but here she was,
25 yoars old, and "Mr, Right" had not
yet appearsd. She read voraciously.
She want to meetings of the Literarcy
Society. S5he went to dances, piapo re—
citals and social affairs at the syna-
gogque, On Ladies" Wight she bowled
at the Harmcnle Bowling cluby, She
joined the Aid Socisty of the Broocklyn
Jewish Hospital,

The hospltal work prowed to be her
salvation. She persuaded fellow mem—
bers to start a fodrpnal, and ghe bocams
assuciate editor. 1904 gaw the pub-
lication of volome I, numbar 1, At
flrset she was the only woman on tha edi-
terial board, bot she soon recruitsd
others.

i do for the soctety." Fortunats
t2 that socisty wiich ean develop
individuala tongrds this atii tuds,
and fortungte <8 thet tndividus]
whe will ceewme this attitude
tougrds a aoolety! The question
te peptainly one that mow of cur
members should gk themselves.
Fop though sur Scoisty ig not ome
of great age €t must have been
Relpful in g greater ar a feas
d'a:gm to aomg membesr af poms
time, M_Mﬁﬁllﬂd a need in
gome partimg that perhap,
wotiing elog mg?f?hwg E‘BT
the time md to the extent gt
Least of what the Soofety hes
dome for eash {ndividusl-—inac—
much haz it a right to acpest a
reconpensd. JTF some of the mam-
bere who have been idemtificd with
the. Sooiaty sinee 1tn THmakra-
tion feel that they have outoreum
the fhflusnos the Soolaty crcs sx-
sroiged over tham, or if they foel
Htt they oot progress alomg ow













































































































