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INTRODUCTION

CLIO, The miso of history, is publishod By tho Sigma Era
Chaptor of Fhi Alphe Thota (the Intormational History Homor
Sooloty), in cooporation with the Wostorn Conneckicut Btate
Collogn History Club, This issun of CLIO wes financod by
Studant Govornmont Associstion furds and is froo of chargo
ta any mesbor of tho student body.

The themo of this issus of CLIO 48 a rotrospoetiva ook
&t the sdmivdisgtration and asssasinstion of Prosldomt John F.
Eonnedy. Four of tho articlos arn poracral stateomonts by
WESCONE studawts, tolling us how thoy now fool about Prosidont
Kormody and his tragle death, Thoso aro tho bost of a numbar
of articios submittod 4in a contost sponsorod by tho Sigme
Eta Chaptor of A Alpha Thota, Tho judgesare plesbed to
arpeunen that Ad=on €, Roth has boon awsrded & book on tho
Kormody yosrs for submltfing tho most cubstanding srticlo,

KOTES 0N COWTRISUTORS

ALTSON C, ROTH 48 o junlor History msjor from Denbury,
Commoeticut, She 18 omrollod in tho 1itoral arts program
ard plans to continoe hor studios in gradusto school aftor
graduating from WESCONH,

IR, HERFERT JAMICE is tho chairman of tho Eistory Dopartment
&t WESCOEN. Ho kas had apticles published in many othor
Jourmals, including Fhi Alpha Theta's THE HISTORIAN,

LORRATVE §. CSTERGREN is a jundor Blstory mejor from Portland,
Connoetiout, Sho recontly transforred from Middlosox Commmundiy
Collega in Mddlotown. Lorreine plans & caroor in photographie
journalism, conbering on historieal thomos,

LAURL BHOWAH is a Jundor History msjor from Denbury, Conncoficut.
Bhao 1s emrallod in tho socondary odusation program, and 1=
Soerotary of the WESCONM History Club, Lauwra plans on pursuing
hor studios in gradusto school or a earcor in toaching.

GARY H, XOTAK 43 a sordor History sajer from Bloomfiold,
Cormecticut, Ho is tho vieo~Prosidont of the Sgma Eta Chaptor
of Fhi Alpha Thota snd oditod this issuo of CLIO.

DR, ‘FOSSELL FRYER i s Profossor of Politiesl Scioneo at
WESCOMN, 4 prolific roador, D, Fryor is probably our loading
oxport on the admirtstratlon of Frogidant Konnody,

FICHARD GALLAGHER is 8 sonior History major from Browstor,
Hiow Yark, Ho is Prosidont of tho WESCORN Histery Club, and
Troasuror of the Slems Eta Chaptor of Phii JAdpha Thota,
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THOUGHTS ON JFK TEN YEARS AFTER DALLAS
H W W W
BOOK AWARD RECIPIENT

* B ¥ W

ALISOW C. RAOTH

The Preeidency of John Kennedy is ho more then & dream to me.
Maet of whet I remember ebout him is very blurred end probobly
comes from books end old megezines which I rend in grest volume
pfter he dleds I wes unswere of him during his administretion,
slthough rfter the killing in Delles I tried herd to remember whot
the Kennedy yeors were like pnd ceme up with & few scptiered
memsries: obr second grede clese voting for him in our own "redse-
your-homd" electiom, o TV news gonference where he smiled o greet
desl, ¢ newspoper picture of him kneeling st the greve of his deed
BO,

The sespzsinrtion itself wee different. Like most people I
con remember very well the events thet took oleees that dey. I wea
in fifth grede end our closs wos in the middle of some erithmetic
problems, frections, I think. I heted them pessionsicly, #o, when
Mr. Cenill, one of the eighth grode tenchers et our school welked
into the room without lmocking, I woe gled rnd weiched him whisper
something to our tercher, BShe seid, "0h, no,” out loud rnd the
elras looked up rt her expeotrntly. She shook her herd end Mr.
Grhill went out. We sagked her to tell us, but ahe told usm fo go
pock to works Mr. Cehill returned o minute leter end confirmed
whrt he told her before snd she serin protested with en Yoh, neo,"
rt which he rnewered, “oh, yes, look out the window.” Our row wes
neer the window: we looked out end sew nothing: Then one of the
boys seid, "They're tolting down the fleg," pnd our Sepcher bursy

ints teprs. President Eennedy wes shet pnd derd in Texes.
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The loudspesker ceme on fnd the principel psked um T0 858y B DrEyer.
My sister emd I found esch other 8fter dismissel snd welked
out in & deze. Most of the teschers we pessed were Crying, our
principel hed red eyes ond other kids were crying too. We knew we
ghould feel some shook,; but we sterted to welk home without much
feeling, as we guietly told eech other how our respective home
rooms leerned of the news, A neighbor picked us up snd betwesen
gobe in her kleenex informed us thet Vice-President Johnson hrd
been shot toc. She let us ¢ff down the roed from our house, Wellting
up, we met some kids who told ua thet Johnson hed hed © herrt stteck
Loter of course, we discovered thet both stories were untrue. I
decided I hoted both Johnson end Texrs: Johnson just for belng
flive, ond Texrs becruse ke come from there. It must be on pwiul
plece 4o heve peaple living there who would shoot Fresident Eennedy.
After the rceerssinntion, 1 begon to buy all kinds of megezines,
books, pictures rnd even bubble gum crrds which told the story ol
President Kermedy's life, his femily, his wer rdventures, his sense
ef humor. I beghn to meafure everything by the searseinpticn yeer:
I were born ten yerrs before 10963, my brother two yeors pfter it.
He would never Mnow ¢ President Hennedy ns I begen to beliewve I
hed. He would mever know 8 time of seourity ond confidence ond
perce 75 I hed, #nd I merveled et how he would even be ohle to
live. It wos imposaible: the world wesn't right rnd wouldn't be
until Preeident Kennedy wes becks
Looking book now from the ventage point of the seventies,
historiene hnve begun to discuss JFE na p pold worrior willing to
rigk wuelepr wor with Rueeis, too esger to prove himself p» tough
opporient to Erushchew, He is eritieciszed for his pert in the Boy

of Pige rnd for embroiling the United Stotes in Vietnerm. His
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Inaugural Address helped form America's imege s policemsn of the

world. Some sey his fterm was too short to do much, but thet whet
he did do was mot good,

The oriticism might be justified, It is diffiewlt for me %o
be objective: the whole ides of Hemnedy, the eprly sixties and his
adminigtretion is Pn emation-paoked topic thet evokes thoughts of
idealism in politiesz, the good mén cen do for his fellow men, the
Peane Corps, humor, witelity, vigor, & new stert, youth. Separating
Kennedy the men from Kennedy the office holder; the merriyr from
the policy meker, the here from the sdministrator is difficult be-
esuse of the illusions, the myth, the legend thet surrounds the
reality.

Contreet JFK pnd hie preeidency to those men immedistely pre—
ceding and following him, Dwight Elsenhower's terme in office
aprnved the Tifties, eermingly o 1oy, even dull, inective time
cherseterized by ¢ good virtured grin and ¢ golf teg. Lymdon Jolnson.
e big men with good intentions; elected by one of the greetest
londslides in history, found hie wer policy opposed first by the
youth in Americs, end leter the grester populpce, pnd woluntrrily
left office ofter one term. Another grept winner by o wide mrrgin
in 1972, Higherd Nixon beceme the greoy degeiver, with mo spperent
good intentions for enyone but himeelf, end he too hes met his
Wnterlag.

Agrinet these men, John Kennedy hed o style, groee, vitality:
o golden boy with personelity which come peross on the televiaien
get., He ssemed to stend out re P new kind of politiclen——no
wheeler=denler he, with cigrr-olenched bhetween teeth, mrking desls
in o smoke~filled brekroom for wvotes. Kemmedy gove the illusion

of being ehove dirty polities, end through television, pppesled
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to whet mrny people wented o0 see, hepr ond beliewve sbouts polifics,

politicirne pnd the Americen wey of life.

When I think of Eenmedy mow, I think of his drive for rxeel-
lence, his ideas of embition end competition, his striving to be
the beat. Not just for him persenelly, but for his steff, young,
vigorous men like him, end for the neticn pe o whele. Hemnedy
reiged hope thet Americs oould be r glen%t emong netions, strong
end benmevolent, firm snd just, supportive to her friends, Hennedy
mode us believe thet politice could be ideslisticelly motiveted,
end thet the U.S, woa the grestest notion of the world. We he-
liewed him beoruze we wented to believe him, esnd in doing 8o, over—
extended cur resch in foreign affeirs, lerding to & big shock ond
disillusionment when we friled in Viethiom., By glving uws ililusiona,
rilowing we to hope, filling u= with imPgee of things thrt were
not but could be, Kennedy left us » legroy of despeir, futility
snd disilluaicnment,

He, the imrge: of suprr-lecder woz destroyed rnd the imege of
super=Amerien he helped 4o creste woz deatroyed too. Not expotly
by the men who followed him, but by the men whe followed his pol-
igies; who rdvoceted whet he seemed %o pdvecete, If he hedn't
died, would we be f2 comfuped rnd misdirected pe we pre now? Per-
heps he would hewve pulled beeck in Vietnom insterd of getting mired
there g Johnson 4id. Perheps we misinterpreted his iderls snd
policies: things needn't hrve gone so bedly. MNeybe it took o
Kemmedy to suocceed in Kennedy inspired dreams, Frobebly not, the
regord seeme to point the cother woy. One of the tregedies of the

Yennedy Killing is thet we will never know.
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"SINCE WENNEDY: HOFES AWD TFEARS"

* OH R M

DR. HEREERT JANICK

In December 1969, journslist Hichard Rewere, bold encugh ta
venture inio the recent peat, & thicket eveided by historisna,
logked beok 8% the expiring decade, He pictured the 1960's sz 2
grim period of imperimlistic greed, rocism, violence, vulgerity,
hidden poor end eliensted youth. The contempt for the demoorptic
process shown by Rll segmenta of society in the prewious ten yerrs
convineed Rowers "thet we moy never nchieve the civility end the
stebility thet molkes r soeiety tolersble." The title of his Hew
York Times Megrzine srticle ( December 14, 1969 ), "This 5lum of
g Decede" controete sherply with the hopefulness thet underley
John P. Kennedy's dineugursl challenge "nsk not whet your country
econt do For you; esk whet you can do for your esuntry." While
rerliste might temper both the pessimism of Rovere pnd the imnge
tuilding of Kennedy, few will dissgree thet the optimiem of 1960
hed spured long before 197T13.

kmerice's f8ll from grece must be pleced rgpinst the beckdron
of the brief Kennedy vpresidency. The herd side of his one thousend
deys in office, mersured in legisletion end trepties, wos mhrked
by continuity with the Bisenhower pest. 4 confirmed cold werrior,
Kenvedy jolted recklesely from the Bey of Figs, through the Berlin
crizia, into esceletion in Vietnﬁm; erd £inelly to the brink of
nuclesr wer over the Hussisn missiles in Cubp. Only in kis leosed
yepr did Hennedy ndopt s polioy of restreint with the opening of
the het line with Momecow ond the signing of the nucleor test brn
trenty. At home his treck record wos equelly dreb.  Wory of the

alout of Southern Deémocrets he 4id noet chempion Negro Tights until
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forced to by events., When he soted he did so degizively by order-

ing troops to eesist Jemes Meridith become 2 student st the Umiver-
sity of Mississippi, end, & few months leter in Mey 1963, to com-
trol the police in Pirminghsm, Alsbems. Until Eennedy reluctsanily
aceepted the need for & tex redustion to stimulste e faltering
soonomy in 1962, New Frontier economice wes comfortebly orthodox.

Yet to judge the Eennedy presidemcy in strictly quentiiative
terma is inedeguste. I+ is splso necesssry to recognize the mys-
tigue surrounding the Harverd eristoerst, Hendoome, sophisticated,
zeatful, Kemnmedy exuded confidence thet Americe wes eble to contrel
itz destiny. The imheritor of & liberel tredition with roois deep
in New Desrl aoil, he brought inte government intellectusls wha
shered hie belief thet retional thought, soientific methed, tech-
nology, educrtion, fnd economic growth could smeliorste gooied illss
The Perce Gorpa, federsl suppart for the sriz, deflence of RogeT
Blough of United Stetes Steel were more importent o2 apiritusl
berometers then es prectierl pocomplishments. Hennedy the symbol
was larger then Eennedy the frot.

Mertyrdom edded & potent dimension to fhe Eermedy Imsge, and
gave Lyndon Johnson, #n sccomplished legisletive tecticen, the
opportunity to weld substance to slogens. Heiween 126% snd 1065
major lews were pessed in the mress of civil rights, education,
henlth, end urben problems. A Southern President guided the firsd
Civil Righta Act in elmost 100 yeers through Congreas. A rarsl
Preaident declered wer an poverty in city ghettos. Mediesre, €X-
tending heslth cere to the eged, wes enfoted ower the abjection of
the Americen Medicrl Lsszocistion snd other wested interests. Job
Corps, VISTA, Model Cities beerme hrllmerks of the Grerd Society.

In forsign nffeira LBJ moved just rs deftly. Armed with ¢ cerie




Senrtor Abe Ribicoff termed the "Gestopo teotice" of the Chiergo
palice pt thr Demoerntic Brtionel Conventionm which sent shiwvera
up the netionel spine.

Sterdily the netionel mood shified. A beleguered middle
cless resentful of pushy minorities, burdened by texes, ppprlled

by "elternntive" 1ife styles which incorporeied drugs, rook, ond





































































