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September morka the beginning of 2 new
aghoal yeey rnd with 1% ePn opportunity ito plen
new reapprel endepvorn, This first isoue o
CLI0 conecntretes on the theme of independent
study. Lt propenke pepers repulting from hie=
toricel reeorroh.

Thir ispue of GLIO wre edited by Aliron
Roth emd Teare Showeh, A8 CLIC begine its
geaond yorr of publicetion, the céifers would
14les 4o thenk the meny whe frde it porsible.
Shrron Neel grogiourly offcred te type the
rteneila for this impuc. We pre dndebted to
Righrrd Gellrgher, Brucce Ceweneugh  end Richerd
Dugey, p11 1974 history gredwmetes; for thelr
pugreations fiding this publlcstion. Finelly,
e very soeelsl thenls musnt go fo Dr. Hrrberg
Jenick, Cheirmen of the hiptory deprrinent,
for his ryver enthusiretic (ncoursfoment.

CLI0, %he musme of hiftery, is pulliched
four $imes cpch schopl yery by the Sigme Etr
Chepter of Phi Alpke Thete (the Intcmnationsl
fliptory Honor Boecicty), in coopcretion with the
Weptcrn Connecticut Stréc College Himtory Club.
CLI0 is finenced by S+elent Bovernment Asnscelr-
tion funde (through $he Himtory Club) snd the
groeronlty of priveie donors, It ie free of
cherge %o riy member of the ptudent bedy. Fril
pubseriptions goet 2,90 P FerT to covel coRt
rnd hendling,

BO'ES O ¢QNTRIBUTORS
RICHARD GATLAGHER 41f p 1974 3,4, history gredunte
from Wesconng
FRII HALLIN Le p 1974 gredurte with p B.h. in
English frors 54. Lewrence Uniwersity; £fhe golenn
to continue in gredus oo oworl.
BLATSE BISALLEON is s member of the nieff ot
Weatern Connectliouwt Birte College I4Abrray.
ATISON ROTI AND TADR. SHOWAH rre senicrs in hie-
fory et WpEconn.
R, THOiAE EBISOD in « tepcher of hietory Pt
Wemgernn. He kindly contributed ¢ Doak roviewy
beginning whet weohope will be e Tegulrr feptare
for CLIG,
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THE WOIES OF EDCARD STRATENEYER;
{ HEGLECTED SOURCE OF CULTURAL HISTORY

i B W ow & W M

RICHARD GATIA&GEOE

Historiens hewe 'brrdit-iﬁnrllﬁ' viewed Litereture reé en oexofllent
pource of ouliursl history. Hui-*E'Wr; the emphrriF hes neurlly been
dirrcted towerd "ﬂli-nair:ﬁ“ o F h.E'ﬂ"ﬁ-EIE]l-i-.HE pdult books. Discussione
of juvenile litereture hrve generelly been comfined to enelyres of
Horetie Alger, Jr., #8 8 Popiel Derwiniet, #1 ppprorch which hers
since been thoroughly diseredited.l It mey be ergued thet low—grede
Juvenile litereture hes no hiﬂﬁﬂwﬁi mw s Ell, bt I Belleve
thet » closr expminetion u;i‘ the pmenze nu,l nul: yrmit such p oon=-
plurien., To Wegin vith, theae nﬁuﬁip:&a bren. W h:.r en in-
oredible number of people. Furtheruore, r?.rgw:- stetloien]
ennlysin wmbin# to be done, they Seen o hove ‘hm rt-rrﬂ W el
literete clesaes, In 1026, for vmmpih the Americen ﬁbww feso-
cistion mponFeTEd I - EULVEY in Fﬁ:i,ﬂh thirty—six thﬂuﬂn:n_lﬁ ﬂ]:]_ilﬂrm
in thirty-four eities oerticipeted. They were srked to list their
Tfevorlite bocks, FPHd ninety-Fix perdent rrezjonded with & title writtes
by Edverd Stretemeyer's litersry eyndicete.? 1t is estimpted thet
epeh of the tra hundred willion Stretensyer Symdiorte bools mold o
drte he: been Teed by five individwrle.d After pllovine for the
feol thet there im ¢ gertein smount of overlry (di.c., nor$ youngeters
reed Fhout ten differsnt fitlrs), it esn be rerronrbly eotimrted
thet more then gns hundred million Amerderne hrwve heen expozed do
thene boolm, The insluence the books hewe hed ie immersursble fe
gonprretive pteficticel Poplysis would be indiestive but not de—
Tindfive)y but 4% is feir to thearize thet it her bren conpiderelie,
Children reed such 1lteretiure throughout their formrtive yeers.
Floture booles pre derigned for eges fthree $o #ix, rimple stories
puch £p "The Bobbeey Twing® sre edmed vt the rix to nine rge group,
pnd the more comulex “lency Drevw” stordles pre for youmpgeters oged
nins-.-t-h.muf.ll thirteen.t Mopt children do net chirllenge vhet they
rerd when they £re to youngs. Opinfone end veluer pre unguestioningly
eocented s frete. It ir not prepunptugus to thearize thet mrny of
tadeyio videlr held wveluem ere formed, ot leeet dn pert, by lob—
grede juvenile litersture.
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’ ﬁrrv im » second level rt vhich these books cen be viewed

mm Edwerd Stretencyer did not. .' 107 _mﬂim-l chrngen
or chempion unpopuler ceurem, nile puthor m
cious of the parentel frotor.
chooese their rerding meterisln :I.nde;r:g
exereise considersble control ower the
Tibreoy end ochool horrde soreen baoks
pveileble to children. Consecuently; &

wluea rhinh hz belicves vill 'n? pLreey
judgment on hie Wri:s. Viewed in "Ehi#

refleote generrlly peoeepted eduld WW
o exemine rooe of the vwluss ¢Xpres

Neny of the wluer ere prediotrble,
ere Intererting pnd reverling.

Boeipl Dervinism wes NEVET €
pretetion prires Leorure there pYe €
winsim to lerd ertrey those vho oeke
the books. The folleving excerpt from %
‘h;’ﬂ-"ﬂf”‘ thir point. .

"Phere pin't no felling ho!
ehips rre going to aull
Striler. A lthoush T
snc Geroeny end Spein end ro
triem heve Yem; they pin't
Itve been told the Chinese
o "em during their lete
fon't counb—-—not rlongedde
el HQL"E"UTI?“

YL prrnt you thety ever

lo-8txon blood every r

ed the Engliﬁrmr'n.
mg gureelves, "he
Aoepricrna ead En.:,liflh N:I!l Tﬂrf
French, oen get along T
‘or & Partugurse ar PN Ita
of fellovs shorrd snd therete”
IVve meen it ¢ hundred ti:a.-.w."& '
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goined illegrlly, or unethierlly, he rtrted unegul

Leeome the ehief element in Ameriern reolsm in the Ioperdel
tut the myetigue of dnplo-Sexonism, which for & timr hed-® @
ticulerrly powerful gmip oh Americen hisforiens, 018 not I3
Dervinivn ¢ither Tor ife _i_.-:'t:c'rep'ti_an or for ite devrlojmen
Furtiermore, historiene heve frequently mrde the mistelke
sugoeen AtoTies 7ith rocisl Dervinmism. To sey thet the o
good over evil constituter movirl Drrwinierm is Pn uvérﬁﬁupﬁﬁ_ﬂ_ i
A ey element of the pociel Derwiniet srgument === thri un'i:.ﬂ }
ruthlens competvition, vithout regrrd to Tules or ethiom, is &
neturel condition of 1ife ——— wer nevesr aresefit in the Stretemeyer
beoks, For every celebretion of rugged individurliem, there were
BEDY HOTE Temnders thet meena pre more importrnt thrn reeulfs,.

But it wee not mere envy thet mede Eben form
vt the mouth when the Hotel Excelsior wes men— I|
tigned. He could gerheos hewe borne the blow il
phileraphierlly if 4% hrd been ¢ cree of honert Al
opposition. But it wea fer from thrt. 0
~ Por Eben, 1o his prorpetous deyr, hediovned Y
el the ‘j._ané on vhich the Hotel Exceleior rnd the o
Eulf grownde were ngw loerted. The tovn wer sRell |
then il property vwes not werth ro ool po 4% i
rouidly beoeme vhen the fero Corporetion hed ef= !
trlilished ite memmoth plent.

Si1l it hrd Leen voril ¢ $idy Pum vhen BPrewrber
Gele hed Begun dickrring for it. Eben hrd never
lTiked Gele, but hin monsy hed reemed 7R good PR
thet of royvone elre, rnd he hed listencd to the
arojorition. They lird #¢itleéd on. e sfum, of vhich
gnly £ =mell pest wen to be peicd in cesh. Thie
greh aeynent Ehen hed vecelved, but hrd never obe-
teined ¢ cent wore. Through p bewildering Aeries:
af aledphteaf-lend tricke, enpinecred by Grle rFnd
thr unrerupuliour Tryvyere he hired - holding com=
prnies, mrorgenizetionr, Toreced srler; Techni-
grlitier, 011 the devwices by vhich scoundrels Je=
freud honest men, vhile s$ill meneging o sheern
elerr of jril — pome wey £nd romehoy, thed poon
beedldered Eben swen nov could met understrnd,
fourrd himpelf divesied of eouity in the proper
pith Crle "sitting pretty” rith vhet secdied to
roelerr title,T

"Eﬁ_l_; _E‘i'}wtf_marrr philorophy wes not Crlvinistie. e
werd werlth decended nsoh the oircumetrnees, fhere

eould mot be justified, Weslthy chrrecters who |

Streteneyer herehly eritioized methierl &
ptothe seme tine ke prodesd thore pho mede 4
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Indeed, the frot thet Strrtemeyer pnd Alger mever cmbriced socliel
Drreinien, but insterd subtly #ttecked it, mey be onr reesoll why
thet philosophy wltimetely £ell out of frvor,

Thrt then wee the Stratemeyer ohileorophy® Children wrre wroght
ta reepeck thely elderm, but fleo thrt certrin rlders 01id not de=
peryye pbedience or rerneot. The heroes of the "018 Glozy" merles,
for expopley ren ey Trom home beorure their unele hed trested
them hershly. HRepders vere pleo urged o exeroire P Ceririn Smodnd
of independence in plenning Fheir fotures. A reeurring thems iri=
yolved = hero who sdught p 1ife of sdventure, while his pearente
mpmted kin to enter rome profesasion puch #p lew OT mMEJLICines in
cvery aepe, the hero got e wey.

Hia mothey hed hoped thet Jos vould enter the
minietry, Wt Joe, rlithough he hod the greetert
veppeot for tlvt profersion, did not feel thet hin
1ife vork ley in thet Uirvsction. He hed been mo
pucaepaful in pthleotie eTortn pid fools such pleprPure

i# them thet he yielded %o his opturrl bent end
droided 4o rdopt profeseionnl beeebell £z his vo-

ortion.
Hir nother we norely grieved ¢% firet, rnd the
pore 2o rp oshe feld thet doe wos Ys9eaping doym”

in entering the proferrionsl rroke, But Jae wee

7ble to rhow her thrt Pegres of college min WeTE

doing the seme thing thet he plemnnced %o do, rnd #he

hed too good renme to precn her obporition toe frr.”
Ferole repders spw tlat e girl could do wore then riry home rid
beke orliFe. Leney Drew wer feminine, but certednly net ¢ Ivegile
littls thing. Btretencyer cherecters never ecoopled cherdty, TN
wee ot pll ooeeiblr to fenl for fheoeelwen, Ten they Jid eceopl
gffers of help, it P8 with the insistence thet the meney vould b
reperdld rr P loen. Thrift vee s defindte wvirtue, buk it wee i 53l
perniceplle to sequire ruch lwourlen pe redioe Fué rutonobiles,
Fleeke were friendly end lvrulesr, but they rlieys Bpoke in dlriecd
Prf sere not yerr embitious or intelligent. The poriver in the
Folloring prepsge exhibite most of the oherreteristics of why
plessio "Seube' stercotyne.s I im slow-uitted, irrerponcililey
aubpervicint, ¢nd (#% Leaet by in niertion) I=a¥s

They hrmnered on the door for & philes 'hm‘nu
e leswd them. 4% lost Frenlo deught pight of
thr bell batton. v
PEhe e ntupic of s be eedd, pith @ m,!i Co

o thewld heve Jmove therstd be B Bell toroh
the portere”™




He pressed the tutton rod weited, Ho one
orme. There wPd no pound but the repriof the
trein re it rushed on itF wey. He jredeed the
butten sErin Pnd fgping

Ut t porter muet be either depd or relocny
he rmttered, Ff’ttlmg torm tn P ;lrnlﬁnge'ﬁ
of the ’brll.

After phet peemed PR ia':hﬁrrmnrhlt: length ol
time they heerd » shuf i Teet in the cor—-
rifor. The found of the a pa cerred, fni Fome
one rroped Pt the deor. ;

"Eﬁmethima foh you, gemmen?’

“Yep — 1ot up owt of heweld

The porter tried the hendle of the door.

Ay ﬂl‘lr,’fr e iihszﬂe&, "¥ou done locked yof
8ely¥es

"ile didalt look durerlves in. Somebody locked
ur in. Heven't rﬁu gat ¢ ley?"

lenT a minute,"

They heard the porter shuffling pwey.  After
P phile he rﬂm:_-m!d with the sleeping ory Coll=
ﬂun%nzz £ Er; ¢1i¢ked in the loglk; rnd then the

ﬂﬁnr
YHaw o mr-hh -3id thet heepen?” rrlied the con-

duntoy, mretitied, He locked ot thr porter so-
I:!.l.ﬁiﬂﬁlﬁ" H0id" you lock these toye in there?”

Wilg, sehi No, rehi! protestcd the porter. "Ah
Ej.&n"t hewr nufsin to fo vith 14, srhl Dey come
u:n #% Ohdergn wAE pn older mon fng I done rhoved

{ﬂ de- compe "tment pnd det's £11 4h Konows phoud
iﬁi“

Porcignern ﬂﬂ ‘nthere vho Foted "dLfferent” rerc piniater snd slerye
rubjeet to B'ﬁ.ﬁni_.@im. Homerty rnd herd worl were gurrTrnterd to leep
people eut a?;_. trouble, but there wee elwey # plrce for preeticrl
Joltem il goody gleen fun, A good sducetion wer importent, rnd crime
did ngt pey.

It im mot difficult to ree vhers these velues heve found # 1111*!:“:
in Americes Hetiviem in the Dwentier mey vell hove hed rome of ita
rootn in the Anglo-Sexonist eentimente expresscd in the "013 'L"rlm"'
sprien of 1090, Hetiviem wee certrinly reinforced Ly the depiction:
of Toreignexe in the boolkn of the Twenties rnd Thirtiess How much
of our drrire 1;& pysl putomobiles, Lopta, rrdios=, pnd televicion Betn
wer opueed by the fret thet the Herdy boyes ovned such -hh.ingﬁ? How
meny of todry's feminirts were incpired te crrt off the mﬂ;dﬁﬂﬁf@?’
role of vomen becruse ol fhe independencr of Neney Drrw‘?' E‘oﬁtqﬁ'
ol ouy resipienge 4o wlfrre cen he freced 1o the Etnﬁ?ﬂﬂrtﬁ%
thet nobedy should nocept eherity vhen it is rtill poscitilc to worke norE?
Perhispn we epn better underntend the opporition to sueh Frﬂmﬂ
Huey Long®s “8kere Our Weelth! when v conpider thet nillione of

%ﬁ'
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Americens were trught, through the bosks they rerd while o
veluer vhich sre inconristent vith incone redistribution:

There in no intentien here to inply thri the Stretemey
vere either the exclurive or mert signifieent sources of Fu
tituden. There wl_ueﬁ would heve exieted (plthough undoubt
g leeprer daggﬂﬁ ##ﬂ; :!.I“E:Etnxﬂ Streteneyer hed reppined £ ol
nig lifes. 1% i.s mﬂiuﬁmt o mw the ww rerl 1:lkt~11hm

more, o nhmp m:: aﬂiwaﬂ e 911 $he 1errz-n1ng they rec
loter yﬂuiw. Tre Stretemeyer Syndicete bookn sre tiur Ameri
‘Il:ur:r Yy not pessenn £ grent derl of Literery ourlity, rad 1# im
true ehzﬂ; rh'ﬂal' yere sesembly line oreetlions. Hevertheleps, o
af people hrw rérd them end were influsnced by them, The hi
who ignoryvs thrm ir negleoting r sigmificrnt rouree af eulfurrl

m‘bﬂ-w;

| . : ~ I ——
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