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INTRCDOCTION

CLID; the muse of history,; is published by the Sigma Ets
Chapter of Fhi Alpha Theta (the Intersational History Honor
Societyl, in cooperation with the Western Comnecticut State
Collogn Hlstery Club. This issue of CLIO was financed by Student
Government Asscelation funds and 13 free of charge to any membor
of the student bod¥. The editor of the first lssus of CLID is
Richard Ducey, Prasidert of the Sizma Eta Chapter of Fhi Alpha
Thata.

‘This journsl would not hawve boon pessibla without tho
coopardation of many individuals, In particulsr we would like to
thank Mr, Clers Ingham, who dosignod our cover and assistod
in the printing of CLIO; Dr, Herbert Janiek, Chalrmen of the
Hisgtory Department, for h-a cnoéuragemori and supperty and
tus histery profsssore, D, Devid Detser and Dr. Jehn Lespold.
#ho took tims cut from thelr faoulty duties to write articlss
for:us, Or, Lospold i3 also tho feculty adviser for both Phl
Alphs Thets and the Histery Club, Finally, recognition must
go to the many studonts who voluntecred for hours of axtr. work
in an attompt to makc WESCONN & botter school.



=2
HISTORICAL RESEARCH: THE INTERVIEW

E B

RICHARD GALLAGHER

The neovice interviewer will find euch & project challenging and
frightening, but alsc bearing the potential of comsiderable rewards. Mamy
eiudents {gnore interviewing as 2 research tool because the loglstics
problamns appear, 2t first glance, to be immense. Furthermoras, the
popilar concept of an intorview {mplies that the ‘,.rl.tervi.m;.rac mizst be 2
celebrity., In fact, while interviewing very prominent persons may indeed
be frultiul, it ie an axiom that the best aubjects are often relatively ohecure.
Depending upon the topic under investigation, a historian may wish to
interview persons from wvarious walks of life, The best subject for yaur
interview might be a fermer goverment official, but it could ales be your
next-door neighbor. The prudent historian explores all possible sources of
information.

Granting that the petential for oral histery is all around us, how
does one sSrrange and conduct an interview? The first prorequisite is to
have 2 clear idea of your goal. An interview mey Se a tool for gathering
mitarizl for & larger project, or 4 flnished product in itwelf. The pext
logical step is to contzet the person whom you wish to interview. Whils
this might be done any number of ways, writing a latter is the preferabls
method., Many individuals camnet or will not make such dacieions over the
telephone. A letter permits the subject time to coansider the .aerits aof your
request, and affords an opportunity to consider when you can be worked

into his or her schedule, When requesting a parscn's time, common
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courtesy shoald be uppermcost in your mind., The purpose of the proposed

intarviaw should bhe clearly presented. State, as fully 2= possible, what
topics you wish to cover in tha imtarview. Your subjoct may want to do
some memory refreshing if your questions 2re going to cover events which
ocourrod long 2go. Allow maximum lesway in reguesting a date and time
for the interwview. Be prepared to alter your achedule, but do net expect &
stranger te ge out of the way to accomodate your project. Most peaple ars
flattered when requested to give intarviews, ao let your subject know that
you conelder his ohservations to be of importance. Finally, be sure to
enclose a2 stamped, sclf-addressed envelope with your letter, It is the
height of impudence to expect someone to foot the cost of doing you 2
favor.

Cnea the logistics of the loterview have been settlod, you must
ensure that you are well prepared for the task. Be sure that you are
thorsughly familiar with the topics you plan to discuss. If yoo cannot Bek
intelligent questions, the entira project will be = waste of tHme. Tt is adt
advisable to make up 3 list of guestions in advance, Pre-written questions
tend to put an interview into 2 strait-|acket. It msy be helpful, however,
to jot down = brief Hst of the topics you wish to cowver, This will ensure
that you remember to explore everything of importince. Whether or not
you tape the interview will depesnd upon yonr preference and upon yods goal,
If the interview is to be & project in itself, then t2ping 1s a must. 1f, on
the other hand, you are merely gathering information for a larger project,
then taping becomes optionzl. It is possible that a tape recorder will
inhibit yoor subject. Eoowing that his words sre being preserved for

posterity, he may be overly cewtirma and hedge his remarks. At the other




extreme, he may became theatrical. I you eschew the tape recorder in
faver of nctes, you may find that to be egually distracting for yours

subjoct. Mote-takers also run the risk of overlooking subtle points which
may be made In the course of the conversation. Amy type of tape recorder
will do = satisfactory job, but you may find that cassette recerders are
the easiest to work with. Use long-playing tapa; it will be distracting i
you have to change It every half hour. It is 2lse wise to bring 2long an
extension cord in cfse there is no electric socket within reach, Experiment
with the recording level befsreband, If the interview is Hone properly, your
subject will be talldng to you, not into the microphona. You must alsa
take into consideration the possibility of noises interforing with the
recording. Set yeur recording level high encugh to compensate for the
sounds created by air condifcners, highway traffic, ate. Your primary
concern should be for clarity, aot techmical perfection.

When your interview begins, try to maintain 2 conversational
stmosphereé. Chances &re that your subject will be 25 nervous as you, 50
it will be your task to overcoame those jitters. When you 2sk & question,
allow the interviewee the opportunity to give a full answer. Do net
interrupe unless he is completely digressing feom the subject matter. You
may find that he will bring up polnts thst are wvital, but which you never
thought 1o sk about, On the cther hand, it is your responsibility to
comtral the generval dicecticn of the jutevview. There is a fAne distuction
between Bppropriate anecdotes and going off the tvdck completalys

Be adaptable. Do mot let yourseld be ted to your notes oT
preconceived notions. If your subject brings up something intarasting, but

unexpected, pursue the matter until it is exhausted. Grast historleal
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ingights have been cbtalned through off-the-cuff remarks. Discour2ge your

subject from resding to you. The purpose of an interview is to discover
new material, not to rehash focts which are already im print. If you ase
that your subject is getting tlred, propose a break for 2 short while. Thia
may be zbaclutely essential if your subject is an elderly perscn. If yoo
ges that tho interview is8 running cver the allotsd tima, do not imposs on
your subjact. He may be willing to contlnue, but courtesy demands that
you propose to meet again at a leter dete. If you are going to heve the
interviaw transcribed, offer to send a copy to your subject. Some peapla,
in faet, will demand to recelve a copy, 2s they may insist on haviag some
portons deleted. You must keep in mind that an interview is the property
of the interviewee, and must ke treated as such.

Finally, do not be dissppointed if your interview does not
sound as smooth or well orgenized ae one from, say, Playboy. Published
interviews are alway extensively edited and rearranged. The purpose of
oral history is to shed Hght on subjects of historical intevest. If your

interview accomplishes this, then it will te a success,
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THE KOREAN CONNECTION: OR, DEALING WITH THE
" STUDENT DIRECTED STUDY"
Uk

DAVID W, DETZER

In the apring of 1973 four of us worked together om 2 single
historical enguiry -- Who began the Korean War? Most Americans have
assurned that the Morth Koreans attacked the South without warning, but 2
faw historisns have suggested that the South Korean government sacratly
initdated the fighting. We tried to discover which of these two idezs wasa
correct,

The idea for the projzct came slowly. Foer eeme time now I have
boen doing research on cvents around the year 1950 and have been pumiled
by 2 few ungnswered guestions; the enigma of the Koream War was one of
them. I had already begun searching for a solution to the riddle st about
the time seowversl students ezrme to me to 2sk about the new "student
directed study’ program the school was offering. I hnew 211 three geite well,
for not only had they been my adviccos for soveral years but wa had gone
out for coffee together many times and had become good friends. I told
them that thls new ludependent reesarch program sllowed them to take up to
six (or more) credits, concentrating om one tople they counldn't get in class,
and that it did not necessarily Involve writing A papér. I suggested that we
all work together on the subject | had already begun. They might learn
sormething about research wmethods, Aod T wonld obvlosely benesfit by their

efforta.
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Wz began on January Znd, thres weeks befora the semester
stzrted, by putting tegether = complete biblisgraphy -- the only one on this
topic in existence. For the next severzl months we ssparately studied eertain
key subsidiary points, although we got togather at least once & week o talk
about our progress. One stodent examined a partlcular military action that
geeurred in the first few hours of the war. Another read through the
diplomatic records of the week or so just before the shooting began. The
third checked into rumors that a particular group of Chinese had prior
knowledge of the avent and had prafited from it. I tried to coordinate all
our efforts and lay the groundwork for sach succeeding step we would follow.
We worked at Yale and the University of Connecticut; we checked into
mapuscripts at West Point; and during spring vacation we drove to Washingtor
to etudy 3t the Library of Congress, the Archives, and the Department of
Commerce. On tha way back we stopped for two days at the army research
center in Carlisle, Pennsylvanis,

At the end we didn't have any definitive answer, and today I'm
sHll struggling with the guestion. But 1 think we all learned something, 2nd
I know we all enjoyed it.

The three atudents have now graduated. One went on to McGill
Usiversity in Montresl where he is now trying to learn Capadian and British
history. Ancther is studying foreslry in the gradoate school at Syracuse.

The third is out of academic life ontiroly. Mone of them is specifically
using the knowledge he gained by researching the Korean War, but they a1
insist that the project was vory wvaluahle and worthelilea from a e rdonal

point of vlew. It was for me.
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ADMISSICON TO LAW SCHOOL:

IMPRESSIONS AND IDEAS
* bR

RICHARD E. DUCEY

I have diacovered that the process of trying to gain admission to
faw gehocl can indeed be a very disheartening one. Through lack of
information easily available to the studentes, many interested in law schacl
do not meet certain deadlines or perbaps bocome maparnllad gzrly in tha
"struggle'. The chstzcles can he conguered, however, and with the aim of
shedding some Ught on how to reach this goal I would like to enumerate a
whole list of my impressions and ideas,

The most conspicucus aspect of the process which causes great
snxiety for many students is with regard to the undercurrent of intense
competition, with an inereasing number of studants each year applying for a
smzall number of openings. Consequently, it ia becoming commeonplace fdar
law schouls to give equal worth both to one's cumulatve grade point average
primarily during the first thres years of college, and alse to the scora
earnsd on the Lew Schocl Admission Test{LSAT). This mesns a colosssl
affront to 2y genvino recomplishments achieved outside the confines of the
classroom, The weeding -out process in the arés of admissiod dilutes the
student's reécord to the point of ineipidity. There are exceptions to this trend
becauge somae schools malntsin & eertain integrity by 2lsc utilziag a
ecmprehensive ingquiry into the important outside activities and areas of |
involvemnent that have contributed to the student's Lberal education. The

fmportant facior to remember is that even without & superlor grade point
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average and/or LEAT score, cme's outkide zocomplishments rdght aid in

getting admission to séveral schesls.
No pre-legel program of study is required for sdmissien to law
schocl, though many collegos and universities have the advanta:a of such a
program. What is desirable is e student with 2 bread Hberal sdecatien -
you Enow, the well-rounded student. From my own experience I know that
the absence of courses in statistics and econcmics crestas a great deficiency.
I want to turn now to the importan "sendlng away for" phaise which
should begin the summer before the senior year. Firat, send for the

Pre-Law Handbook . It cen be chtained from the Educztionsl Testing Servige,

Princeton, MNew Jersey 08540, The Handbook includes materials on the itudy
and practice of law, & sample LSAT, and invilusble Information on the lew
schocl application process. The major part of the Handbook deals with an
individualized profile of ademissicy standscds for most schools, plue estimates
on ecste, availebility of housing, and other impartant bits of information. Be
careful not to bocome daesuraged by the cherts listed in the b--k that
caleulate one's chaneces for admission to.a particelar school based on grades
and the LSAT score. [ 2m familiar with two casos whers students wers
admitted to schools when their chances appeared to be nil, Also, disadvantaged
students often receive gpecial consideration.

Seecnd, send for the Law School Admissicn Bulledin {same address
28 the Handbookl, This iuclndas important fuformntion on ragistoring far the
LSAT,

THird, send postoards to the schools that intorast you, esking for
caformation bulleting sad application furms. Be conscious of deadlines for the

applications, foes, ste,



























