
 
COMMITTEE ON UNDERGRADUATE CURRICULUM 

AND ACADEMIC STANDARDS BYLAWS 
 
 
I. OBJECTIVE 
 

To ensure that academic programs are consistent with the mission of Western 
Connecticut State University. 

 
II. AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY 
 

A. To develop an academic program which shall be required of all students 
regardless of major. 

 
B. To review all proposals for change in courses, programs and academic standards 

for need, potential duplication & conformity to University policy. 
 
 C. To receive, review and make recommendations for any program discontinuance. 
 
 D. To initiate and stimulate ongoing periodic progress of academic program review. 
 
 E. To develop, review and recommend to the University Senate and administration 

policy concerning the undergraduate grading system and its application. 
 
III. POWERS 
 

To request and receive reports and recommendations from departments, schools, faculty, 
etc., regarding curriculum and/or academic standards. 

 
IV. MEMBERSHIP (17 14 VOTING, 3 2 NON-VOTING) 
 

A. Eight (8) six (6) teaching faculty members, elected for three-year overlapping 
terms; two (2) members from each school elected by the teaching faculty of that 
school. 

 
 B. Four (4) Three (3) academic school deans, ex officio, only two (2) as voting 

members, appointed annually. 
 
 C. Registrar or Registrar’s Office designee, ex officio. 
 

D. Four (4) Three (3) student members, one from each school, selected by the SGA 
for one-year terms. 

 
 E. Two (2) at-large teaching faculty members, elected for three-year terms by the 

teaching faculty. 
 
 F. Director of Institutional Research or his or her designee from the Assessment 

Committee, ex officio, non-voting. 



 
V. CONDUCT OF BUSINESS 
 
 A. Meetings 
 
  1. Meetings are to be convened by the Chairperson.  In the absence of the 

Chairperson, his or her designate shall convene meetings, except as 
follows:  
If no new Chairperson is elected at the last meeting of the academic year, 
then the first meeting of the academic year shall be convened by the 
previous year’s Chairperson if that individual still serves on the 
committee.  In the absence of a Chairperson elected at the last meeting of 
the prior year, or the previous Chairperson still serving on the committee, 
the President of the University Senate will designate a committee 
member to convene the committee. 

 
  2. A quorum shall consist of nine (9) six (6) members, at least five (5) four 

(4) of whom are teaching faculty. 
 

3. Meetings are to be held not less than once a month during the academic 
year and at the request of the Chairperson. 

 
  4. The call to meeting, accompanied by the agenda, shall be delivered to 

committee members at least three school days prior to each meeting. 
 

5. Ordinarily, no decision shall be made on program or course proposals at 
a meeting the first time such items are discussed unless said material was 
received by the members at least three school days prior to the meeting. 

 
6. Decisions of the committee require a majority vote of the members 

present. 
 

7. Concerned parties may attend meetings to discuss, or be invited to 
discuss, particular items on the agenda. 

 
8. The committee operates under a modified form of parliamentary 

procedure. 
 
 B. Officers 
 

1. The Chairperson shall be elected by majority vote at the first meeting of 
the academic year.  Only those committee members serving in the next 
academic 
year may vote for the chairperson and a quorum of such members is 
required to conduct the election.  If there is no quorum of members 
serving in the next academic year present for the vote, then the vote for 
Chairperson shall be held at the first meeting of the next academic year. 

 
  2. The position of secretary shall be filled by each member (excluding 

Chairperson) in turn on an alphabetical rotating basis, unless otherwise 
agreed to by the committee. 



 
 C. Reports 

1. To whom reports are given: 
 
   a. The committee, through its chair, shall report all policy 

recommendations to the University Senate. 
 

b. The committee shall submit an annual report to the University 
Senate. 

 
c. The committee shall report to the appropriate department and 

school dean concerning recommendations regarding program 
and course proposals and changes. 

 
d. The committee shall report to the Provost/Vice President for 

Academic Affairs (as the University President’s designee) for 
appropriate administrative review of the committee’s action. 

 
  2. From whom reports are received: 
 

a. Course and program proposals and course title, level descriptions 
and credit changes and the common core courses and proposals 
from the appropriate school curriculum review committees. 

 
b. New programs and options of major impact to the University 

from the University Planning and Budgeting Committee. 
 
   c. Any University curriculum proposals from the Student 

Government Association. 
 
   d. Any change from the University Senate concerned with the 

common core. 
 
   e. Any recommendation for program discontinuance from a 

department, the University Senate, or the President. 
 
 D. Minutes 
 
  Minutes of all meetings shall be distributed to: 
 
  1. All members of the committee. 
 
  2. University Senate President. 
 
  3. University Senate Archivist (2 copies). 
 
  4. School curriculum review committee chairs. 
 
  5. Provost/Vice President for Academic Affairs. 
 
  6. Each department chairperson and program director. 



 
  7. SGA President. 
 
 E. Amendments 

These Bylaws may be amended by two-thirds vote of members present at any 
regularly scheduled meeting at which there is a quorum, and the approval of the 
University Senate and the President of the University. 

 
Senate Approval:  Mar. 18, 1992 (R92-2-1) 

Admin. Approval:  April 14, 1992 
Revised:  Senate Approval May 19, 1999 

Revised: Senate Approval May 15, 2002 (R-02-04-08) 
Admin. Approval: July 3, 2002 

 


