Committee on Undergraduate Curriculum and Academic Standards

Report to the University Senate

2004-2005 Academic Year

The committee consisted of the following members: Irene Duffy (Registrar), Jerry Wilcox (Director of Institutional Research & Assessment), Lynne Clark (Dean, Professional Studies), Linda Vaden-Goad (Dean, Arts & Sciences), Allen Morton (Dean, Ancell School of Business), Robin Flanagan (Arts and Sciences), Veronica Kenausis (at large), Anthony Markert, chair (Ancell), Phyllis Ross (Prof. Studies), Barbara Piscopo (Prof. Studies), Bill Petkanas (Arts and Sciences), Monica Frizzell (Ancell), Shouhua Qi (at large), George Bates (student) and Fernando Franco (student).

CUCAS meets monthly on the third Thursday of each month.  CUCAS had a total of eight meetings this past year.

Following is a summary of some of the major changes that came to CUCAS for review during the past year.  This summary is not all inclusive.  For a complete listing of all changes see the semi-annual reports prepared by the Office of Academic Affairs.

Ancell School of Business

Accounting.  (1) Changes to two accounting options, and (2) revised GPA requirements for accounting minor.

Finance.  (1) Revise course and change related program sheets, and (2) added a 2.3 GPA prerequisite requirement to eight upper level finance courses.  

Management Information Systems.  Revisions to Information Security Management option.

All business majors.  Removed the international elective course requirement from all business programs (this was the second of two required international courses).

Arts and Sciences

Art.  Changes to Studio Art program sheet.

Communication.  (1) Communication Activity course established as previous activity course assigned from CTA to THR; (2) other new courses: Ethical Responsibilities in Human Communication, Research Methods in Communication, Postproduction, and Advanced Video Production; (3) Twenty-four inactive courses were removed from inventory and the general option program was revised to reflect the deletion of these courses; (4) revision of one course and change of one course from CTA to COM; (5) change program sheets to reflect that Communications major may use THR but not COM courses to satisfy the Humanities General Education requirement; and (6) changes to BA Communication—General Option requirements.

Computer Sciences.  (1) New courses: Data Mining, Distributed Applications Engineering, Database Applications Engineering, and Website Production; (2) changes to several other courses; (3) changes to security minor and to web development minor; and (4) changes to several program sheets.

English.  Changes to prerequisites for four courses.

History.  New course: Modern Vietnam: Memory and History.

Mathematics.  (1) new courses: Calculus of Polynomials, Calculus with Review, Senior Seminar I & II, Mathematics Seminar I & II;  (2) revisions of several courses; (3) changes to mathematics program sheets; (4) change in grading for two courses (098 & 100); (5) changes in Mathematics—Secondary Education program; and (6) changes in prerequisites for several courses

Psychology.  (1) Course outline changes were accepted for Introduction to Psychology; (2) new course: Cross-Cultural Psychology; and (3) minimum grade established for PSY majors for three PSY courses; and (4) changes to several courses.

Social Sciences. (1) New SOC course: Globalization and Migration, (2) revise one SOC course.

Theatre Arts.  (1) Additional CTA courses changed to THR courses, (2) New course: Honors Seminar in Theatre Arts as previous CTA honors course was assigned to COM; (3) changes to several courses; (4) revised major into a major core with the following options: Performance, Design/Technical Theatre, Theatre Arts Management, and Drama Studies

World Languages and Literatures.  (1) change department name from Foreign Language Department to Department of World Languages and Literatures, (2) changes in prerequisites for five SPA courses, (3) changes to Elementary Education—Spanish program; and (4) new courses: The Poetry of Spain and Latin America, Hispanic Literature Laureates, Classical Hebrew I & II, Arabic I & II, and Language and Science: Bioscientific Terminology.

Professional Studies
Education.  (1) Revised course, Assessment of Teaching Strategies, including dual label with Music Education, (2) established minimum passing grade of B for nine courses, (3) revised the education major GPA requirement to 2.67 after 60 earned credits, (4) new course: Professional Development School Experience, and add this course to 12 elementary education major programs; and (5) revisions to several other courses.

Health Promotion and Exercise.  (1) Revise degree program in Community health; (2) revise several courses; (3) new courses: Nutrition and Health Lab, Principles of Wellness, Projects in Wellness Preparation and Projects in Wellness.

Nursing.  Revisions to program sheet for Registered Nursing program.

Music.  (1) Changes to several programs to incorporate World Music as a required course; and (2) revise several courses.

Social Work.  (1) Changes to course descriptions and titles for 19 courses; and (2) change major requirements and program sheet.

Contract Majors

The following individually tailored student contract majors were approved:


Clinical Community Studies


English/Spanish


Philosophy

Other issues

CUCAS authorized changes to all program sheets to incorporate a correction in the Humanities General Education requirement wording to change six fields to seven fields as “Fine and applied arts” and “Communication” should be two separate fields.

CUCAS followed the Senate proposal for a general education committee and made recommendations to the Senate regarding this proposal and to the bylaws of this new committee.

CUCAS agreed to work to establish clarity in defining what constitutes “an affected department."

CUCAS again discussed this year considering requiring course objectives to be included in CUCAS course requirements.  No proposals adopted.

A proposal from the School of Professional Studies Chairs was submitted to and accepted by CUCAS to request that the administration change the cutoff date to incorporate changes in the university catalog from December to the end of April.  Proposal was rejected by the Office of Academic Affairs.

A proposal was accepted by CUCAS asking for secretarial support for a recorder for the CUCAS meetings.  It was noted that the Graduate Council has such support.  Proposal was rejected by the Office of Academic Affairs.

A proposal was accepted by CUCAS to set up a system for alternate members when members could not make the meeting.  It was subsequently determined that this proposal was in conflict with the University Senate nominations and election committee bylaws and was therefore dropped.

Summer Curriculum Grants Subcommittee

CUCAS established a subcommittee consisting of one faculty member from each school (Flanagan, Frizzell, & Piscopo) to review the requests for summer curriculum funding and submit recommendations to the Academic Vice President.  

The basic guidelines used by the subcommittee were as follows:

“The basic guidelines used by the Committee on Undergraduate Curriculum and Academic Standards in reviewing summer curriculum-related activities shall include: (1) the proposals should be for curriculum development (development of courses and programs) and not for training, assessment, or promotion of programs; (2) funds can go only to full-time members of the AAUP Collective Bargaining Unit in accordance with that agreement (Article 9.11); (3) preference is given to new curriculum development over revising existing courses; (4) preference is given to those who had not received funds in recent years over those who had recently received funds; and (5) faculty who fail to file a report will not be considered for funding until such report is filed.”

CUCAS also proposed and the University Senate subsequently approved the addition of the preceding paragraph to page 150 of the Faculty Handbook.

This past year, 17 requests for a total of 54 credits were submitted for review.  Only $32,358 was available for distribution.  Thirteen requests (24.4 credits) were recommended to the Office of Academic Affairs for funding based on the criteria noted above and received an average of $2,489 each (range of $1,188 to $2,794).

Respectfully submitted,

Anthony Markert, JLA

CUCAS Chair for 

2004-2005 academic year
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