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The Graduate Council met on the following dates:

2004:  September 13, October 18, November 15

2005:  February 28, March 28, April 18, May 16

Administrative Actions

Leave of absence.  A policy and procedure for graduate students to request a leave of absence were approved.  The student submits the request form for a one year leave.  The leave may be renewed once for a second year.

Graduate registration late fee.  The fee has not yet been implemented because it is being reviewed at the Central Office level.

International students.  Because of visa restrictions requiring full-time study for international students, only one graduate program at WCSU, the MFA, meets the restrictions.  A statement of explanation was approved for inclusion in the Graduate Catalogue.

Extensions of degree completion and transfer credit deadlines.  Extensions for degree completion were granted to 15 graduate students:  Education, English (4), Health Administration (2), History, Justice Administration, Mathematics (2), and Nursing (4).  Extensions for inclusion of transfer credit were granted to students in the Education (2) and Music Education programs.

Curricular Actions

Assessment.  The Graduate Council established a sub-committee on assessment comprised of the Graduate Dean, the Chairman of the Graduate Council, and one member from each of the three Schools.  All graduate programs provided answers to five questions:
· What are the goals and objectives of the graduate program?

· What direct evidence of student learning outcomes has the program collected?

· How has the evidence been interpreted, and what does it show?

· What changes, based on assessment, have been made to strengthen the program?

· How has the program closed the assessment loop?

The Assessment Committee is reviewing this information in order to provide feedback to each program.

Course offerings.  Each graduate program up-dated its two-year plan or rotation for its course offerings and schedules.

History certificate programs.  Two certificate programs in U. S. History (pre-1877 and post-1877) were approved as one-time offerings.

Courses and prerequisites.  The Graduate Council approved new courses in the Music program and prerequisite changes for Finance courses in the MBA program.

Respectfully submitted for the Graduate Council,

Fred Tesch, Chairman
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