MEMORANDUM

From:
William Joel, Computer Science

To:
University Senate

Date:
10/24/07

Subject:
Proposal: Scheduled Common Hours

Proposal:

One or two blocks of time, no less than one hour and no more than two hours each, shall be set aside in the university's course schedule as common hours. During these times, no classes shall be scheduled. The purpose of common hours is to provide university groups to schedule meetings, and such, without conflict to scheduled classes.

Rationale:

Given the number of committees most faculty and staff find themselves on, it becomes increasing difficult to schedule a meeting such that the day and time are acceptable to all committee members. The establishment of common hours, as described above, would ensure that blocks of time existed during which all faculty could be available.

Granted, which days and times are chosen for these common hours will need to be negotiated among the departments, but it is thought that mutually acceptable slots can be arrived at.

It is also suggested that certain common hours be set aside for specific groups; for example, 3rd Wednesday for University Senate, 1st Wednesday for department meetings, and so on. In addition, common hours can be used for guest speakers and other special events, again without disrupting scheduled classes.

Finally, students can take advantage of common hours to schedule club meetings.

