Dear Faculty Senate,

In May, Jerry Wilcox, Director of Institutional Research & Assessment, offered me an opportunity to pilot ePortfolio (see description of ePortfolio copied from http://www.eportfolio.org/ below) in the Academic Advisement Center. Hosted by the Connecticut Distance Learning Consortium (CTDLC), ePortfolio currently is being used by 14 members of the consortium, and WCSU will pilot the program to 175 students this year. Among the faculty members who will pilot this program are Dr. Robin Flanagan, Dr. John Cronin, Dr. Norene Jalbert and Professor Rona Gurkewitz.

My proposed plan is to offer ePortfolio to a small group of undeclared students (no more than 25; mostly like 15 or so) for the Spring 2006 term. The goal of piloting ePortfolio to undeclared advisees is to afford these students an opportunity to collect information that may lead to the declaration of a major (i.e.Myers-Briggs Type Indicator/Strong Interest Inventory results; information collected from SigiPlus; notes from advisement sessions), reflect upon that information and, ultimately, choose a major.

A major stumbling block in successfully piloting ePortfolio in advising will be incentive. There is no grade for academic advising and because the ePortfolio requires considerable work on the part of the student, I believe there must be another reward that I can offer to students for participation in this pilot.

I would like to offer this small group an opportunity to register early for Fall 2006 in exchange for participating in the ePortfolio pilot. The student population with which I work consists primarily of freshmen and sophomores, and they are often frustrated with late registration dates that mean poor course selection. The early registration incentive would be a one-time offering if approved by the Faculty Senate. If the ePortfolio “takes off,” perhaps we will find other incentives (I.e. a for-credit workshop, a stipend derived from a grant).

On behalf of the Academic Advisement Center, I respectfully submit this request, and I thank you for your time and consideration.

Lisa G. Peck, Asst. Director

The ePortfolio Platform

ePortfolio.org is a student-centered platform which, in Version 4, is augmented by a Project Builder and an Assessment Module. Students can create and customize portfolios for academic, career, or personal uses; maintain their plan of study; and share their work, goals, and achievements with advisors, career counselors, and employers. Faculty, departments, and institutions can create portfolio assignments linked to scoring rubrics. Assessment committees can randomly select portfolios, score them with rubrics, and generate assessment reports. 

ePortfolio is a centrally hosted application. This alleviates any additional IT hardware and staffing costs for your campus. The CTDLC support staff maintains an enterprise level Data Center where ePortfolio is monitored and maintained 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. With a centrally hosted model, all enhancements/upgrades are made available to everyone free of charge. Each institution that participates in ePortfolio becomes a member of the Advisory Board which shapes and evolves this application.
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