Course Outline
Course Name: Written Communication
Course Number: WRT 098
Credits: 3

Rationale: WRT 098 is designed as a refresher for students who enter the university with an
insufficient command of writing fundamentals. This course focuses on sentences as building blocks
of paragraphs and paragraphs as building blocks of essays. By the end of the semester, students
should be writing sentences that are free of most of the basic grammar errors, paragraphs that are
unified and coherent, and short essays with a clear central idea. The change in title better reflects the
content of the course and eliminates the stigma attached to the words “basic” and/or “remedial.”

Description: This course focuses on sentences as building blocks of paragraphs and
paragraphs as building blocks of essays. By the end of the semester, students should be
writing sentences that are free of most of the basic grammar errors, paragraphs that are
unified and coherent, and short essays with a clear central idea. Prerequisite: Appropriate
placement.

Learning Outcomes/Objectives: After completing this course, students should be able to:
* Demonstrate awareness of writing as a process
* Write error-free, somewhat elegant sentences
*  Write short, well-developed, unified essays
* Demonstrate an improvement in vocabulary
* Understand the relationship between writing and critical thinking

Assessment: This course will be assessed regularly using a combination of three direct
measures: 1) holistic scoring of a sampling of initial and final writing samples using a rubric
based on learning outcomes for this course and generally accepted outcomes for first-year
writing as outlined by the Council of Writing Program Administrators; 2) holistic assessment
of a sampling of portfolios to ensure that students are learning writing as a process and are
completing a wide variety of writing projects; and 3) holistic assessment of final projects
using a rubric based on learning outcomes for this course and generally accepted outcomes
for first-year writing as outlined by the Council of Writing Program Administrators.

Topical Outline

I. Topic: The primary purpose of this course is to review and practice the fundamentals
of written communication. Because effective writing instruction does not occur in a
vacuum, the instructor will select short related readings designed to provide students with
material about which to write and respond. These readings, however, should be in the
service of practiced writing and should not dominate the course. Ideally, these readings
will center on a theme chosen by the instructor or by students individually. For example,
an instructor may choose “survival” as a theme and ask students to write about and/or



respond to short selections in The New York Times, or ask students to pick an individual
theme for the semester (“survival” or “war,” for example), collect sample articles from
The New York Times, and respond to them in writing.

II. The Sentence
A. What is a sentence?
B. Types of sentences
C. Editing sentences for coherence
D. Combining sentences to improve “flow”

III. The Paragraph

What is a paragraph?

Sentences as building blocks of paragraphs
Central idea

Unity

Coherence

Content—evidence and details

Using transitions to improve “flow”
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IV. The Essay
A. What is an essay?
B. Thesis statement/controlling idea
C. Paragraphs as building blocks of the essay
D. Organization
E. Using transitions between paragraphs to improve “flow”

V. A Writer’s Grammar—What a writer needs to know about grammar (to be reviewed
in context throughout the semester). By the end of the semester, students will need to
demonstrate significant control over the following:

A. Sentence fragments

B. Comma splices and fused sentences

C. Accurate and clear pronoun reference

D. Various uses of the comma, the semicolon, and the apostrophe.

VI. Academic Skills
A. Note-taking
B. Strategies for essay exams
C. Using the dictionary
D. Improving vocabulary

Time Provision for Incorporation into the Program: Fall 2007.

Grading Option: Standard. The use of the “R” grade is appropriate for this course.
The grade given is not calculated as part of the GPA.



Resources Needed: This is an existing course and no additional faculty resources are
needed. Bibliographic: The current holdings in the Haas Library are sufficient to launch
this course. Computer/Video: WCSU’s current computer and video resources are
sufficient to launch this course.



Course Outline
Course Name: Written Communication for ESL
Course Number: WRT 099
Credits: 3

Rationale: English is a second language for many incoming students at WestConn. This course is
designed as a refresher for ESL students who enter the university with an insufficient command of
writing fundamentals in English. Like WRT 098, this course focuses on sentences as building blocks
of paragraphs and paragraphs as building blocks of essays. The difference, however, between the
two courses is in the approach to teaching these skills. The instructor will address the specific needs
of ESL students (globally and individually). By the end of the semester, students should be writing
sentences that are free of most of the basic grammar errors, paragraphs that are unified and coherent,
and short essays with a clear central idea. The change in title better reflects the content of the course
and eliminates the stigma attached to the words “basic” and/or “remedial.”

Description: This course is designed for students whose first language is not English. The
course focuses on sentences as building blocks of paragraphs and paragraphs as building
blocks of essays. By the end of the semester, students should be writing sentences that are
free of most of the basic grammar errors, paragraphs that are unified and coherent, and short
essays with a clear central idea. Instruction centers on the specific needs of ESL students.
Prerequisite: Appropriate placement.

Learning Outcomes/Objectives: After completing this course, students should be able to:
* Demonstrate awareness of writing as a process
* Write error-free, somewhat elegant sentences
*  Write short, well-developed, unified essays
* Demonstrate an improvement in vocabulary
* Understand the relationship between writing and critical thinking

Assessment: This course will be assessed regularly using a combination of three direct
measures: 1) holistic scoring of a sampling of initial and final writing samples using a rubric
based on learning outcomes for this course and generally accepted outcomes for first-year
writing as outlined by the Council of Writing Program Administrators; 2) holistic assessment
of a sampling of portfolios to ensure that students are learning writing as a process and are
completing a wide variety of writing projects; and 3) holistic assessment of final projects
using a rubric based on learning outcomes for this course and generally accepted outcomes
for first-year writing as outlined by the Council of Writing Program Administrators.



Topical Outline

I. Topic: The primary purpose of this course is to review and practice the fundamentals
of written communication with an emphasis on the needs of students whose first language
is not English. Because effective writing instruction does not occur in a vacuum, the
instructor will select short related readings designed to provide students with material
about which to write and respond. These readings, however, should be in the service of
practiced writing and should not dominate the course. Ideally, these readings will center
on a theme chosen by the instructor or by students individually. For example, an
instructor may choose “survival” as a theme and ask students to write about and/or
respond to short selections in The New York Times, or ask students to pick an individual
theme for the semester (“survival” or “war,” for example), collect sample articles from
The New York Times, and respond to them in writing.

II. The Sentence
A. What is a sentence?
B. Types of sentences
C. Editing sentences for coherence
D. Combining sentences to improve “flow”

III. The Paragraph

What is a paragraph?

Sentences as building blocks of paragraphs
Central idea

Unity

Coherence

Content—evidence and details

Using transitions to improve “flow”
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IV. The Essay
A. What is an essay?
B. Thesis statement/controlling idea
C. Paragraphs as building blocks of the essay
D. Organization
E. Using transitions between paragraphs to improve “flow”

V. Specific Areas of Focus for ESL (to be reviewed in context throughout the semester)
A. Verbs
B. Articles
C. Voice — Active and passive
D. Nouns
E. Pronouns
F. Adjectives and adverbs
G. Prepositions
H. Word order
I. Idiomatic expressions



VI. A Writer’s Grammar—What a writer needs to know about grammar (to be reviewed
in context throughout the semester). By the end of the semester, students will need to
demonstrate significant control over the following:

A. Sentence fragments

B. Comma splices and fused sentences

C. Accurate and clear pronoun reference

D. Various uses of the comma, the semicolon, and the apostrophe

VII. Academic Skills
A. Note-taking
B. Strategies for essay exams
C. Using the dictionary
D. Improving vocabulary

Time Provision for Incorporation into the Program: Fall 2007.

Grading Option: Standard. The use of the “R” grade is appropriate for this course.
The grade given is not calculated as part of the GPA.

Resources Needed: This is an existing course and no additional faculty resources are
needed. Bibliographic: The current holdings in the Haas Library are sufficient to launch
this course. Computer/Video: WCSU’s current computer and video resources are
sufficient to launch this course.



Course Outline
Course Name: Composition I: The Habit of Writing
Course Number: WRT 101
Credits: 3

Rationale: This course emphasizes both learning-to-write and writing-to-learn techniques, the
paragraph, the fullness of development, the correctness and appropriateness of sentence-level
choices (e.g., grammar, syntax, mechanics, and punctuation). While these are legitimate and
important considerations, they tend to ignore whether a student has something s/he considers
important to say. Through writing-to-learn techniques, students will find they have a great deal to
say. At that point, the injunctions, so long the mantras of writing teachers, make sense to students:
They learn the forms so that their ideas can be taken seriously. In addition, using writing to discover
(or determine) what one has to say, rather than just to lay out what one has already decided,
increases (probably more than doubles) the amount of time that students spend writing. The addition
of “Composition I” to the title will help to better communicate the purpose of this course to first-year
students and to signal that it is an introductory course in college writing. The name change also helps
align our first-year writing program with national norms.

Description: This course will instill in students the habit of writing. They will use writing to
master challenging subject matter and discover their own legitimate and powerful
relationship to that material. Students will learn how to convey their own ideas persuasively.
Students will also learn the fundamentals of writing a fully documented research essay.
Prerequisite: A “C” or better in WRT 098 or WRT 099 or appropriate placement.

Course Objectives: This course will 1) familiarize students with both learning-to-write and
writing-to-learn techniques; 2) teach various essay structures and formats; and 3) work to
instill in students the habit of writing.

Learning Outcomes: After completing this course, students should be able to:

* Demonstrate awareness of writing as a process

* Understand the relationship between writing and critical thinking and
demonstrate this understanding through a variety of writing-to-learn
techniques

* Use various rhetorical strategies

* Demonstrate an understanding of the importance of organization,
audience, tone, and voice

* Integrate secondary research into their writing

* Demonstrate proficiency with the conventions of Standard American
English and academic documentation



Assessment: This course will be assessed regularly using a combination of three direct
measures: 1) holistic scoring of a sampling of initial and final writing samples using a rubric
based on learning outcomes for this course and generally accepted outcomes for first-year
writing as outlined by the Council of Writing Program Administrators; 2) holistic assessment
of a sampling of portfolios to ensure that students are learning writing as a process and are
completing a wide variety of writing projects; and 3) holistic assessment of final projects
using a rubric based on learning outcomes for this course and generally accepted outcomes
for first-year writing as outlined by the Council of Writing Program Administrators.

Topical Outline

I. Topic: The instructor will select (a) topic(s) and related readings that are designed to
challenge and interest first-year students: for example, the changing notion of a
hero(ine), the environment, music and art, or liberty and justice for all. The instructor
will introduce as many writing-to-learn techniques as appropriate. Students write at least
18 pages of finished prose.

II. Learning-to-Write Techniques

A. Structure and development of the essay

B. Central idea (thesis statement)

C. Review of a writer’s grammar: what a writer needs to know about grammar.
Students will need to demonstrate significant control over the following:
sentence fragments, comma splices and fused sentences, accurate and clear
pronoun reference, and the various uses of the comma, the semicolon, and the
apostrophe.

II1. Writing-to-Learn Techniques (Examples)
A. Freewriting
B. Focused freewriting
C. Affective response
D. Double/triple entry notebook
E. “Tell the story of . . .”
F. Three leading questions
G. Summary
H. Precis
I. The believing game and the doubting game
J. “How do these parts of the text talk to each other?”

IV.  Introduction to Rhetorical Strategies
A. Exemplification
B. Narration
C. Description
D. Cause-and-effect
E. Comparison/contrast
F. Classification
G. Process



H. Definition
I. Argument

IV. Writing a Research Essay
A. Gathering and evaluating sources—at a minimum, those sources available at

the library

B. Using researched sources properly (format) and effectively (content) in an
essay that conveys the writer’s own idea

C. Accurately documenting sources used

Time Provision for Incorporation into the Program: Fall 2007.

Grading Option: Standard. The use of the “R” grade is appropriate for this course.
Resources Needed: This is an existing course and no additional faculty resources are
needed. Bibliographic: The current holdings in the Haas Library are sufficient to launch

this course. Computer/Video: WCSU’s current computer and video resources are
sufficient to launch this course.



Course Outline
Course Name: Introduction to Creative Process
Course Number: WRT 102W
Credits: 3

Rationale: Professional writers understand that the most important knowledge they have about
writing is the knowledge they have of their own creative process. This course starts with the
assumption that if writers learn what strategies, environments, and modes of persistence work best
for them, they will in due time learn to write confidently and well.

Description: This course serves as an introduction to the creative process that goes into any
kind of writing: fiction, nonfiction, poetry, essays, and even technical writing. Writing
projects in different genres will help students develop their own working methods and
discover how to match these methods to the specific requirements of a writing task. Every
semester. General Education: Humanities/Communications or Humanistic Studies.
Prerequisite: WRT 101: Composition I: The Habit of Writing or appropriate placement.

Overview and Objectives: A mix of assignments from creative, expository, and nonfiction
genres helps the student discover how s/he can best approach a writing task as an individual
with his/her own strengths, weaknesses, and idiosyncrasies. Outline, research, freewriting,
journal keeping, responsive writing, summaries, handwritten drafts—a number of writing
strategies will be introduced. At the end of the course, each student will produce a detailed
description of his/her own best working methods.

Learning Outcomes: After completing this course, students should be able to:

* Demonstrate awareness of writing as a process

* Write in a variety of creative and nonfiction genres that will prepare
them for writing across the curriculum

* Understand key aspects of what the research says about how writers
work

* Understand how to conduct their own research appropriate to the genre
they are working in

* Understand how to integrate criticism and feedback into an ongoing
work

* Demonstrate proficiency with the conventions of Standard American
English

Assessment: This course will be assessed regularly using a combination of two direct
measures: 1) holistic scoring of a sampling of initial and final writing samples using a rubric
based on learning outcomes for this course and generally accepted outcomes for first-year
writing as outlined by the Council of Writing Program Administrators; and 2) holistic
assessment of a sampling of portfolios to ensure that students are learning writing as a
process and are completing a wide variety of writing projects.



Topical Outline

L. Introduction to various writing genres
a. Analyzing the characteristics of a genre
b. Seeing how the experts do it through analysis of their texts
c. Imitation, emulations, and originality
d. What strategies work best for each genre?
II. Theories of learning styles and individual process (e.g., possible text, Howard

Gardner’s Frames of Mind, theory of seven types of intelligence.)

a. Find out how one’s own mind works

b. Capitalizing on one’s strengths in the writing process

c. Putting even weaknesses to work

II1. Elements of an individual’s creative process

a. The urge to express, inspiration

b. The germ or starting idea of a particular piece

c. Environmental conditions, perspiration—when, where, and under what
conditions does one write best?

d. Possible strategies for getting started

e. The role of research, fact and imagination in creativity

f. Revision—how much, what kind and when?

g. Creative thinking strategies (e.g., metaphoric thinking)

h. Polishing

1. Reacting to criticism

j. The role of collaboration in the creative process

k. Presentation, publication: the little things one must do to make readers

take the writing seriously

The writing goal for the course is 18-25 pages of polished/finished prose that has
gone through drafting and consultation. The drafting and consultation are important to
eliminate the possibility of plagiarism and to implant the writing process.

Time Provision for Incorporation into the Program: Fall 2007.

Grading Option: Standard

Resources Needed: This is an existing course and no additional faculty resources will be
needed. Bibliographic: The current holdings in the Haas Library are currently
sufficient. Computer/Video: WCSU’s current computer and video resources are
currently sufficient.



Course Outline

Course Name: Composition II: Research and Writing
Course Number: 103W
Credit Hours: 3

Rationale: This course is intended as a follow-up to Composition I and places great
emphasis on research methods and the integration of research into written documents.
The course will require a semester-long development of a major paper of 10-15 pages on
a single subject. Students will be required to document throughout the semester the
process through which they have gathered the materials for this final project. In addition
to library and Internet research, students will learn to use interviews and oral histories as
sources. Students need exposure to a wide variety of methods of finding evidence for
their opinions. In particular, they need to evaluate the quality of their sources—a
growing area of concern in a world in which almost anyone can post apparently
authoritative materials on the Internet. Each section of the course will have a particular
thematic focus that will be included in the course listing.

Course Description: Intensive semester-long work on a major research project on a
particular subject with emphasis on methods of research. Students will be required to
perform traditional library research and will demonstrate the ability to use more recent
electronic research tools. The course emphasizes the critical thinking necessary to
evaluate sources and arguments by requiring students to learn and recognize logical
fallacies. Students will learn and use standard methods of documentation of sources.
Prerequisite: Successful completion of WRT 101: Composition I: The Habit of Writing
or appropriate placement.

Course Overview and Objectives: Students will learn research methods and will
produce a substantial piece of finished writing that incorporates a semester’s inquiry into
a particular topic. Students will learn to evaluate arguments and to spot logical fallacies.
Students will document the process of their research throughout the semester and produce
several preliminary drafts and shorter papers that can be incorporated into the final
project.

Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of the course, students should be able to:
* Write a substantial research essay (10-15 pages) that incorporates research
materials into the fabric of an argument of their own
* Use a standard method of citation such as MLA or APA
* Recognize logical fallacies in various written documents

Assessment: This course will be assessed regularly by reviewing the term projects that
the students produce as the culmination of their writing activities. The assessment should
be able to determine from those projects whether the student writers have met the course
goals.



Topical Outline

L. Introduction to the subject matter of the course.
A. Required reading of seminal documents that concern the chosen
thematic focus of the course
B. Understanding of various positions that may be taken with
reference to the subject
C. Determination of the kind of written project to be produced and the

research that must accompany that project

II. Research Methods
A. Library research

1. Use of databases.
2. Books and their indices.
3. Scholarly Journals.
4. Catalog searches.

B. Internet searches.
1. Boolean search terms.
2. Evaluation of websites.

III.  Workshop Activities

A. Preliminary thesis development.
Anticipation of counter arguments.
Draft writing.
Revision.
Peer Review.
Sharing of research.
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IV.  Final Draft Writing

Outlining the final draft

Integration of quoted material into the writer’s texts

Rhetorical strategy for an effective argument (Modes of
development such as comparison/contrast, cause and effect, etc.)
Revision

Editing: Attention to grammar, punctuation, and mechanics

mo QW

Time Provision for Incorporation into the Program: This course will be offered first
during Summer 2007.

Grading: Standard.

Resources Needed: Faculty: No new faculty resources will be necessary to launch this
course as it will replace other introductory “W” courses that have been taught by the
writing faculty in the past. We are working with Dean Linda Vaden-Goad’s office to
ensure that our rotation—based on the reallocation of the resources of the former



Department of English Language, Comparative Literature, and Writing—is
resource/revenue neutral. Bibliographic: The current library holdings are sufficient to
support this course. Computer/Video: WCSU’s current computer and video resources
are sufficient to launch this course.



Course Outline
Course Name: First-Year Seminar for Professional Writing Majors
Course Number: WRT 119
Credits: 1

Rationale: First-year students frequently don’t have much contact with their major departments
during their first semester. This course is designed to acquaint incoming freshmen with their options
within the Professional Writing major and with the university community as a whole. Students will
meet weekly as a group and hear presentations from guest speakers, including Professional Writing
faculty, visiting writers, student leaders/editors, and alumni. They will also be asked to research
their areas of interest within the Professional Writing major and to attend related activities (such as
readings, film screenings, etc.) on campus. As part of this course, students will be introduced to
various services on campus and be given quick tips about how to manage their time, etc. Numerous
national studies indicate that first-year students are particularly vulnerable and are looking for ways
to connect to their professors, fellow classmates, and institutions. This course will provide incoming
Professional Writing majors with immediate contact with full-time and adjunct professors in the
major, with their fellow classmates, and with professional writers visiting campus. It is hoped that
this course will help to make our incoming freshmen feel part of the Professional Writing
community and to increase overall retention rates. The Mathematics and Chemistry departments
have created similar courses for first-year students and have reported wonderful results.

Description: This course introduces first-year students to the various career options offered within
the Professional Writing major and to the university overall. Every fall. Prerequisites: No
prerequisite.

Learning Outcomes: After completing this course, students should:

* Demonstrate familiarity with the various career options offered within the
Professional Writing major

* Have explored an area within professional writing of particular interest

* Be aware of a variety of university services and campus publications

* Have been exposed to a variety of guest speakers, including visiting writers,
editors of campus publications, alumni, and representatives from various
campus support services.

* Have attended a university event related in some way to professional writing

* Demonstrate awareness of a variety of time management and study skills
techniques

Assessment: A representative sample of student work will be assessed using a rubric based on
learning outcomes and the current rubric used to assess professional writing courses. Retention rates
and GPAs of each cohort will also be tracked.
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Topical Outline

What is Professional Writing?
Career Options within Professional Writing
a. Journalism
. Fiction
Technical Writing
Public Relations
Creative Nonfiction
Education
Advertising
Poetry
Editing
Specialized Writing
1. Legal

ii. Medical

iii.  Children’s publications

iv. Grant writing and proposals
k. Playwriting/screenwriting
. Internet publications
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Getting the most out of college
a. Campus services

b. Campus activities

c. Time management

d. Study skills

e. Taking care of yourself

Professional Writing Opportunities on Campus

a. The Echo

b. Still River Review

c. WCSU-TV

d. WXCI

e. MFA Literary Festivals
f. Internships

1. University Relations
ii. Connecticut Review
iii. Sentence
iv. Writing Lab

v. WCSU-TV

Internships in community
Thinking ahead: How to begin building a professional portfolio



Note: The above material will be in varying order depending on the availability of guest
speakers and the semester calendar. As part of the study skills component, tips for studying
for midterm exams, for example, would be discussed a couple of weeks before midterms.

Time Provision for Incorporation into the Program: Fall 2007.

Grading Option: Standard.

Resources Needed: This is an existing course and no additional faculty resources are
needed. Bibliographic: The current holdings of the Haas Library are sufficient to launch

this course. Computer/video: The University’s current and planned resources are
sufficient to launch this course.



Course Outline
Course Name: Introduction to Professional Writing
Course Number: WRT 132W
Credits: 3

Rationale: WRT 132W addresses a need to offer to WestConn’s general education population a
course that addresses the more technical types of writing that occur across the curriculum.
Professional writing as described in this proposal introduces students to the concept that writing is a
discipline that can be wrapped around many projects, topics and subjects. Underlying the course is
the theme that writing (more particularly, the writing process) is of paramount importance in
thinking through the technicalities, nuances and logical twists of specialized projects, topics and
subject matters.

Description: An introduction to the skills of the professional writer through a number of
different writing assignments. The course emphasizes the integration of research, critical
analysis and writing process as applied to technical and specialized subjects. This project-
oriented course offers training applicable to writing in many disciplines. Every semester.
General Education: Humanities/Communications. Prerequisite: WRT 101: Composition I:
The Habit of Writing or appropriate placement.

Learning Outcomes/Objectives: After completing this course, students should be able to:

* Demonstrate awareness of writing as a process

* Write in a variety of professional writing genres that will prepare them
for writing across the curriculum

* Integrate research into a variety of professional writing projects

* Illustrate an understanding of the importance of organization,
audience, tone, and voice

* Read critically and evaluate sources in terms of credibility and
suitability for a variety of professional writing projects

* Demonstrate proficiency with the conventions of Standard American
English

Assessment: This course will be assessed regularly using a combination of three direct
measures: 1) holistic scoring of a sampling of initial and final writing samples using a rubric
based on learning outcomes for this course and generally accepted outcomes for first-year
writing as outlined by the Council of Writing Program Administrators; 2) holistic assessment
of a sampling of portfolios to ensure that students are learning writing as a process and are
completing a wide variety of writing projects; and 3) holistic assessment of final projects
using a rubric based on learning outcomes for this course and generally accepted outcomes
for first-year writing as outlined by the Council of Writing Program Administrators.



Topical Outline

I. The Range of Professional Writing
Technical Writing
Blogs and Informational Websites
Newsletters
Legal briefs
Analyses of Positions, Strategies, History
Journalism
Advertising
Case Reports in Various Fields
Creative Writing as Professional Writing
Hardcover/paperback trade books/textbooks
Proposals
Reports

II. Elements of Professional Writing
Determining audience
Conducting Research
Varieties of Research
Determining Appropriate Form
Determining Appropriate Voice
The Drafting Process
Drafting to Achieve Organization
Self-criticism
Assimilating feedback from editors, peers, supervisors

II1. Philosophy
Thinking to Write and Writing to Think
Balancing Acts
Brainstorming and Analysis
Messiness and Discipline
Imagination and Research
Ethics about Facts

IV. Reading
Sample Professional Writing Documents
Textbook
Real-life Reports
Websites
Pdf Files

Interviews With and Samples from Professional Writers

V. Writing Assignments
Email Memorandum
Proposal



Reports

Case Study
Creative Project
PR Release
Content Analysis
Database Analysis
New Reporting
Etc.

The writing goal for the course is 18-25 pages of polished/finished prose that has gone
through drafting and consultation. The drafting and consultation are important to
eliminate the possibility of plagiarism and to implant the writing process.

Time Provision for Incorporation into the Program: Fall 2007.

Grading Option: Standard

Resources Needed: This is an existing course and no additional faculty resources will be
needed. Bibliographic: The current holdings in the Haas Library are sufficient to

launch this course. Computer/Video: WCSU’s current computer and video resources
are sufficient to launch this course.



Course Outline
Course Name: An Introduction to Writing Fiction
Course Number: WRT 133W
Credits: 3

Rationale: Whereas WRT 243: Fiction Workshop I might be seen as the first stepping-
stone for fiction writers, An Introduction to Writing Fiction will benefit anyone interested
in learning the way that writers and stories work, and how/why some are more successful
than others. The course will provide a thorough analysis of fiction writing and the
myriad choices a writer makes and tasks s/he performs in the process of cultivating a
powerful piece of fiction.

Course Description: A course that 1) provides a thorough overview of the fiction
writing process, 2) exposes students to great writers of fiction and their works as models,
prompts, and inspirations, 3) provides students with the vocabulary and analytical skills
necessary to critique the writing of others, and 4) helps students analyze and revise their
own fiction in a workshop setting. Prerequisite: Completion of WRT 101: Composition
I: The Habit of Writing or appropriate placement.

Course Overview and Objectives: An Introduction to Writing Fiction will 1) provide
an overview of key aspects of fiction writing, 2) analyze great works of fiction to
understand the varied ways authors approach their subjects and elicit a range of responses
from their audience, 3) ask students to write critiques of the authors and fiction studied in
the course from the perspective of craft, and 4) write their own fiction for analysis in
workshop sessions. Students may also be encouraged to take advantage of existing
university resources such as Connecticut Review and Sentence: A Journal of Prose
Poetics by reading recent issues, submitting to the journals, and/or volunteering as
editorial assistants.

Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of this course, students should be able to:

* Demonstrate awareness of fiction writing as a process

* Demonstrate awareness of basic elements of fiction (see #1 in Topical Outline,
below)

* Demonstrate the ability to use significant tools a writer uses to develop a story
(see #2 in Topical Outline, below)

* Demonstrate awareness of contemporary modes of fiction

* Demonstrate the analyze classic and contemporary fiction from the perspective of
craft

Assessment: This course will be assessed regularly. Faculty will assess the course by
reviewing a sampling of portfolios to ensure that students are reaching the learning
outcome goals.



Topical Outline

1) Key elements of fiction
Plot

Setting
Characters
Point of View
Conflict
Climax
Resolution
Theme(s)
Images
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2) Author’s toolkit

Story

. Language

Tone

Style / Diction
Scene Selection
Revision
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3) Assessing the market: Pop fiction vs. literary fiction
4) Overview of selected major authors and texts as models, prompts, and inspirations
5) Analysis of authors and selected readings from perspective of craft
6) Student fiction writing
7) Criteria for analyzing peers’ writing
8) Workshopping student fiction
Time Provision for Incorporation into the Program: This course may be offered as
soon as Fall 2007.
Grading Option: Standard.
Resources Needed: This is an existing course and no additional faculty resources will be
needed. Bibliographic: The current holdings in the Haas Library are sufficient to launch

this course. Computer/Video: WCSU’s current computer and video resources are
sufficient to launch this course.



Course Outline
Course Name: An Introduction to Writing Poetry
Course Number: WRT 134W
Credits: 3

Rationale: This course will orient students to the wide variety of poetic styles, devices,
and traditions available to them in the composition of their own poetry. While it is a
gateway course for students interested in pursuing the writing of poetry as a
specialization, it also will benefit any student interested in learning how writers and
poems work, and how/why some poems are more successful than others. The course will
provide a thorough analysis of poetry in contemporary modes, the choices a poet makes,
and the tasks the poet performs in the process of cultivating a powerful work of poetry.

Course Description: This course 1) provides a thorough overview of a variety of poetry
writing processes, 2) exposes students to classics of the genre and work being done now
in the genre as models, prompts, and inspirations, 3) provides students with the
vocabulary and analytical skills necessary to critique the writing of others, and 4)
introduces students to the processes of analyzing and revising their own poetry.
Prerequisite: WRT 101: Composition I: The Habit of Writing or appropriate
placement.

Course Overview and Objectives: In An Introduction to Writing Poetry, students will
1) overview key aspects of poetry writing, 2) analyze both classic works and
contemporary works of poetry to understand the varied ways authors approach their
subjects and elicit a range of responses from their audiences, 3) begin to build a list of
important readings in the genre as models, prompts, and inspirations, 4) write their own
poetry. Students may also be encouraged to take advantage of existing university
resources such as Connecticut Review and Sentence: A Journal of Prose Poetics by
reading recent issues, submitting to the journals, and/or volunteering as editorial
assistants.

Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of this course, students should be able to:
* Demonstrate awareness of poetry writing as a process
* Demonstrate awareness of basic elements of poetry, such as prosody, tone, style,
imagery and metaphor
* Demonstrate awareness of contemporary modes of poetry
* Demonstrate the ability to analyze classic and contemporary poetry from the
perspective of craft

Assessment: This course will be assessed regularly. Faculty will assess the course by
reviewing a sampling of portfolios to ensure that students are achieving the above
learning outcome goals.



Topical Outline

1. Key elements of poetry

Language

Prosody
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Music

Theme, Content, and Subject Matter
Imagery

Metaphor
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2. Development of free verse
3. Overview of selected major authors and texts as models, prompts, and inspirations

4. Overview of selected contemporary authors and texts as models, prompts, and
inspirations

5. Analysis of authors and selected readings as models, prompts, and inspirations
6. Writing and discussion of original student poems
7. Criteria for analyzing peers’ writing
8. Workshopping student poetry
Time Provision for Incorporation into the Program: This course may be offered as
soon as Fall 2007.
Grading Option: Standard.
Resources Needed: This is an existing course and no additional resources will be
needed. Bibliographic: The current holdings in the Haas Library are sufficient to

launch this course. Computer/Video: WCSU’s current computer and video resources
are sufficient to launch this course.



Course Outline
Course Name: The Craft of Writing I: Conversations with Predecessors
Course Number: WRT 171W
Credits: 3
Professional Writing Category: Core

Rationale: Writers throughout history and in every culture have “rewritten” older texts
in order to express their own existential condition. In doing so, they make contact with
the universal elements of these prior texts. This core writing course introduces General
Education students and Professional Writing majors to a key method of writers across
time and cultures: the imitation and appropriation of great texts and artworks. The course
uses a variety of texts, artworks, and films as models and prompts for student writing.
Students will immerse themselves in the experience of writers and other artists who have
responded to the inspirational works of their predecessors and will engage in a-historical
“conversations of texts” themselves by making their own creative responses to model
texts.

Course Description: This writing workshop focuses on examination of influence in the
works of major writers, artists, and filmmakers for the purpose of showing how writers
have imitated and appropriated the works of their predecessors. Students also will create
their own texts that imitate and/or appropriate the texts under examination. Typical
model writers and artists might include Joyce and Tim O’Brien, Shakespeare and
Faulkner, Marlow and Goethe, Whitman and Ginsberg, John Ford and Annie Proulx,
Joseph Conrad and Francis Ford Coppola, and Charlotte Bronté and Clare Boylan.
Available for General Education credit in the Humanities/Communication category.
Required for Professional Writing majors. Prerequisite: WRT 101: Composition I:
The Habit of Writing or appropriate placement.

Course Overview and Objectives: Students will study how writers draw inspiration and
influence from other writers, artists, and texts. Attention will be directed to the means by
which later writers have imitated and innovated upon the stylistic, formal, and thematic
concerns of earlier writers. Examples of such pairings might include the following:
Beowulf rewritten as Grendel; Hamlet rewritten in The Sound and the Fury and sequeled
as Rosencrantz and Gildernstern and variously interpreted in its many film adaptations;
Goethe rewriting Marlow; Hesse (in Siddhartha) rewriting the story of Buddha; T.S. Eliot
rewriting and appropriating many writers in 7he Wasteland; Annie Proulx re-writing the
American West of John Ford’s films; Coppola’s Apocalypse Now as the Vietnam War’s
Heart of Darkness; Joseph Cornell’s appropriation of junk and Western culture; recent
appropriative strategies by poets such as Anne Carson; and Clare Boylan’s recent
completion of a Charlotte Bronté novel. Students will write short papers in which they
express their understanding of the influence and will apply what they have learned about
interpretive and appropriative strategies to their own work. Students will draft



throughout the semester a term project in which they re-write one of the texts or pairs of
texts they have examined.

Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of the course, students should be able to:
* Understand imitation and appropriation of prior texts as ways to learn craft
* Demonstrate relationships to predecessors in their own texts
* Situate themselves as writers in ongoing conversations with their
predecessors

Assessment: This course will be assessed regularly by reviewing the term projects that
the students produce as the culmination of their writing activities. The assessment should
be able to determine from those projects whether the student writers have met the course
goals.

T