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Abstract
A student’s level of connectedness to their school community can have a number of short and
long-term positive impacts on their well-being. However, not all students appear to be as
connected to their school as others. The purpose of this study is to gain a deeper
understanding of students’ and educators’ perspectives regarding student connectedness to
school and its relationship to social support, engagement, and belonging at the secondary
level. Ultimately, a richer more nuanced understanding of these concepts can be used to inform
policy changes—especially at the secondary level—that increase student connectedness to
school. A mixed-method parallel research design was selected in order to understand the
phenomenon of school connectedness from the vantagepoint of both students and educators. The
quantitative portion of the study will include the analysis of pre-existing survey data from a high
school within the Northeastern region of the United States. The qualitative portion of the study
includes educator interviews and document analysis. Both the quantitative and qualitative
portions of this study will be merged to better understand student connectedness to school.
Research Questions
1. How much of the variance in student-educator connectedness can be explained by students’
perspectives on social support, engagement (affective/emotional, behavioral, and cognitive) and
feelings of belonging? Which of these variables is the best predictor of student-educator
connectedness?
2. Is there a significant mean difference between grade level (9, 10, 11, and 12) and studenteducator connectedness?
3. Is there a significant mean difference between secondary students who can identify at least one
educator with whom they feel comfortable talking to and students’ perspectives on social
support, engagement in school (affective/emotional, behavioral, and cognitive), and feelings of
belonging? Which, if any, of these variables are most impacted by students that can identify at
least one educator with whom they can talk to and those who cannot?
4. What do educators of secondary school students understand about student connectedness and its
relationship to areas of social support, engagement, and belonging?

Research Timeline
Action
IRB Submission & Approval
Qualitative Data Collection (Quantitative is pre-existing)
Qualitative & Quantitative Data Cleaning
Chapters 1-3 Edits
Chapter 4-5
Dissertation Defense

Timeframe
Fall 2020
January 2021
March – May 2021
Summer 2021
Summer & Fall 2021
Spring 2022

References for Poster Display
American Psychological Association (2014). Retrieved from
https://www.apa.org/pi/lgbt/programs/safe-supportive/school-connectedness
Creswell, J. W., & Clark, V. L. P. (2017). Designing and conducting mixed methods research.
Thousand Oaks, California: Sage publications.
Finn, J. D. (1993). School engagement & students at risk. Washington DC: National Center for
Education Statistics. Retrieved from https://nces.ed.gov/pubs93/93470a.pdf
Fredericks, J. Α., Blumenfeld, R, & Paris, A. (2004). School engagement: Potential of the
concept, state of the evidence. Review of Educational Research, 74, 59-109. doi:
10.3102/00346543074001059
Fredricks J.A., & McColskey W. (2012) The Measurement of Student Engagement: A
Comparative Analysis of Various Methods and Student Self-report Instruments. In A.
Reschly, A. Wylie, & S. Christenson (Eds.), Handbook of Research on Student
Engagement. Boston, MA: Springer. doi:10.1007/978-1-4614-2018-7_37
García-Moya, I. (2020). The Importance of Connectedness in Student-Teacher Relationships:
Insights from the Teacher Connectedness Project. Sevilla, Spain: Springer Nature.
García-Moya, I., Brooks, F., Morgan, A., & Moreno, C. (2015). Subjective well-being in
adolescence and teacher connectedness: A health asset analysis. Health Education
Journal, 74, 641–654. doi:10.1177/0017896914555039
McNeely, C., & Falci, C. (2004). School connectedness and the transition into and out of healthrisk behavior among adolescents: A comparison of social belonging and teacher
support. Journal of School Health, 74(7), 284-293. doi:10.1111/j.17461561.2004.tb08285.x
Sarason, S. B. (1974). The psychological sense of community: Prospects for a community
psychology. London, UK: Jossey-Bass.
St-Amand, J., Girard, S., & Smith, J. (2017). Sense of belonging at school: Defining attributes,
determinants, and sustaining strategies. IAFOR Journal of Education, 5(2), 105-119. doi:
10.22492/ije.5.2.05
Taylor, S. E. (2011). Social support: A review. In H. S. Friedman (Eds.), The Oxford handbook
of health psychology (pp.189–214). Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press.
Teddlie, C., & Tashakkori, A. (2009). Foundations of mixed methods research: Integrating
quantitative and qualitative approaches in the social and behavioral sciences. Thousand
Oaks, California: Sage.

