Program Review Committee
Macricostas School of Arts and Sciences
December 10, 2025 Meeting Minutes
In attendance: Michelle Brown, David Burns, Kristin Giamanco (chair), Vittoria Rubino, Çiğdem Üsekes, Howell Williams
Guests: Rob Eisenson, Wynn Gadkar-Wilcox

I. Prior Minutes
1. Approval of Nov. 12th minutes: Motion to approve (Burns/Brown). Approved unanimously (6-0-0). 

II. Old Business
1. New course ACS 2XX Quantitative Concepts in Atmospheric and Climate Science

Motion to approve (Giamanco/Brown). Prof. Eisenson informed the committee that all the changes requested by the committee have been made and a 4-year course rotation has been included. The course is approved unanimously with a minor spelling edit (6-0-0).

2. Revision of MAT 133 Precalculus (credit hours)

Motion to approve (Üsekes/Brown). Dr. Burns informed the committee that he has contacted the science department chairs and that they have no objection to the change in credits. Motion approved unanimously (6-0-0).

III. New Business
1. Revision of PHI 245 Philosophy of Death and Dying (Adding Global Diversity Designation)

Motion to approve (Giamanco/Williams). Dr. Gadkar-Wilcox explained that the course addresses all of the Global Diversity learning outcomes. Wrong minutes had been attached to the proposal. Dr. Gadkar-Wilcox was able to provide the correct minutes. The revision is approved unanimously (6-0-0).

2. Revision of HIS 363, HIS 367 and HIS 368 (Pre-requisites)
Motion to approve the three courses as a package (Burns/Williams). Dr. Gadkar-Wilcox explained that during fall 2025 several first-semester freshmen were enrolled in one of these courses which require a lot of writing. Because these students did not have the necessary academic preparation, they did not do well in these courses. As a result, the department would like to add prerequisites to these three HIS courses. Dr. Üsekes inquired whether other upper-level HIS courses have prerequisites. Dr. Gadkar-Wilcox explained that many of them do. Dr. Rubino suggested COMP I should be a prerequisite for all upper-level courses. The revisions were approved unanimously (6-0-0).
3. New course PHI 1XX Introduction to Public Humanities

Motion to approve (Brown/Giamanco). Dr. Gadkar-Wilcox explained that the DIMA program is introducing an option in public humanities. Prof. West approached Dr. Lindenauer about creating this course for this new option. After in-depth discussion, the committee asked for the following changes to be made to the course outline: The course should be designated as HIS 1XX. The existing topical outline should be replaced with a minimum two-tiered topical outline (format provided in PRC course templates). A 3-year course rotation has to be submitted to prove that the course will not require additional resources. The assessment plan needs to be less specific. Dr. Brown and Dr. Giamanco offered a friendly amendment to their motion: to table the approval of the proposal pending the required revisions and inclusion of a course rotation. Motion passed unanimously (6-0-0).

4. Revision of SOC 120 Principles of Sociology (WIL designation)

Motion to approve (Burns/Giamanco). Dr. Williams explained that the Nursing Department requires this course for their majors. Dr. Rubino observed that the course could not simultaneously carry the Social & Behavioral Science designation and the WIL designation. Dean Brown pointed out that SOC 100 and SOC 120 cover the same course content. The committee suggested that the Department of Social Sciences communicate with the Nursing Department to see if this course is required as a WIL course. If the department wants to revise it as WIL course, the following changes need to be made: WIL course description and learning outcomes need to be integrated into the course outline. The revision needs to follow the COMP II course outline more closely. Dr. Üsekes remarked that if the course is being revised as a WIL course, the course outline should state that it is specifically for Nursing majors. Motion fails (0-5-1).

5. Spring PRC meetings

After some discussion, the committee decided to hold meetings virtually on Wednesday mornings (9:30-11:00 am) next semester.

6. Curriculum app and broader curriculum discussion

Dr. Giamanco has contacted the other PRC chairs and the CUCAS chair about adding a mechanism to the new curriculum app to alert department chairs about proposed curricular changes. Dr. Rubino suggested that all PRC’s should meet together once a semester. After some discussion, the committee suggested that all PRC chairs, the chairs of CUCAS and the General Education Committee and the Registrar should meet once a semester and that this meeting should be convened by the Provost. Dean Brown offered to take this suggestion to the Provost’s Council.


Meeting adjourned at 11:15am. 

Submitted by Çiğdem Üsekes, Ph.D.


