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			WCSU's Department of English & Interdisciplinary Studies 
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
			Sharpen & broaden your mind.
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
							WCSU’s English and Interdisciplinary Studies teaches students to read analytically, think critically and write clearly. You’ll explore complex questions and problems from more than one disciplinary perspective. You will develop skills of creative and critical thinking, insightful interpretation and articulate communication in speech and writing — all essential for professional success. 
						

				

				
				
							English courses prepare students for success in a wide variety of careers. Our academic programs prepare students to enter fields where knowledge of texts, historical contexts, written and oral communication, and the powers of analysis and critical thinking are vital.
While many of our students find themselves well-prepared to teach English in elementary and secondary schools and to pursue graduate study in English, the English major prepares students for success in any field, such as law, publishing, marketing and advertising. We consider the English degree to be the “degree for life.”
						

				

				
				
							Interdisciplinary studies courses encourage students to think beyond traditional disciplinary boundaries and emphasize creative and critical thinking in addressing the complex questions and challenges of an interconnected world. Our courses explore subjects, topics and problems from the perspective of at least three integrated disciplines, drawing from the arts, the humanities, the sciences, the social sciences, and professional studies. 
The Interdisciplinary Studies major allows you to combine two different disciplines to best suit your interests and career plans. Design your own degree, and let us prepare you for the real world! 
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					If you have any questions about our classes or degree programs please contact:
Çiğdem Üsekes, Department Chair
WH 325C
email: usekesc@wcsu.edu
phone: (203) 837-3294
Carol O’Connor, Department Secretary 
Warner Hall 304 
email: oconnorc@wcsu.edu
phone: (203) 837-8470


				

							
					
												
															
								
													
												Undergraduate Admission
					


					APPLY TODAY ➞
Office of Undergraduate Admissions 
email: admissions@wcsu.edu 
phone: (203) 837-9000
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							Please consult your advisor for all program requirements.
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						More ABOUT OUR Students/Alumni
		
					
		

				

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
			
	
		
			
				
					
						
													
								James S. Heffner, Jr., M.Ed							

						
													
								Dual B.A. in English and Political Science, minor in Conflict Resolution, ’13
							

											

				

			

		


		
			
				
					
					

						
													
								James S. Heffner, Jr., M.Ed							

						
													
								“My involvement in the Sigma Chi Fraternity taught me invaluable leadership lessons that I use to navigate my career and personal life. Coupled with my liberal arts and social sciences education in English and political science, I learned the skills necessary to be an effective communicator, critical thinker and dynamic contributor in any organization or community.”							
						
											

				

			

		

	


				

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
			
	
		
			
				
					
						
													
								Sara Risko							

						
													
								Double Major in Interdisciplinary Studies and Health Promotion Studies
							

											

				

			

		


		
			
				
					
					

						
													
								Sara Risko							

						
													
								As an undergraduate student double majoring in health promotion studies and interdisciplinary studies—with concentrations in holistic and integrative health; sustainability; and theoretical and applied ethics—Sara’s aspirations are, at their core, to bring about and inspire positive changes that improve quality of life within underserved communities.
Read More about Sara →
							
						
											

				

			

		

	


				

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
			
	
		
			
				
					
						
													
								Kelvin Castillo							

						
													
								Interdisciplinary Studies Major with concentrations in Business Administration & Psychology
							

											

				

			

		


		
			
				
					
					

						
													
								Kelvin Castillo							

						
													
								Kelvin’s job in the military was Logistics Specialist, and that’s where he knew that business was his passion. Also his curiosity to know more about what people think and their desires made him pursue a career in Psychology as well. 
Read More about Kelvin →
							
						
											

				

			

		

	


				

				

					

		

					

		
					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
			
			
				
						
								

																			
											Mission										
																	

								
							
	
										
											

																									The Department of English and Interdisciplinary Studies seeks to promote the university’s mission by providing students with a high-quality education in English language and literature and in the theories, methods, and real-world applications of interdisciplinary studies. We are committed to developing students’ powers of critical thinking, analysis, reading, and writing. We believe students who complete any of the department’s programs will be prepared to compete vigorously in the global marketplace and to pursue a variety of career paths or to seek further education. 
																								

										
									
	
								

																			
											Objectives										
																	

								
							
	
										
											

																									To accomplish this mission, the Department of English and Interdisciplinary Studies:
	Develops and maintains a solid curriculum in language and literature that stimulates student curiosity, rewards critical engagement, and is central to a valuable liberal arts education
	Offers interdisciplinary humanistic studies courses on relevant and contemporary topics that are best understood from a variety of different disciplinary perspectives
	Offers major and minor degree programs in both English and interdisciplinary studies
	Emphasizes critical reading and writing as an integral component of success in our programs, our university, and beyond
	Builds a community of scholars, professionals, and life-long learners and helps initiate students in the profession(s) through regular events, faculty-student collaborative projects, and opportunities to tutor and to assist in the teaching of language and literature and interdisciplinary studies courses
	Encourages and supports research, scholarship, and professional achievement that advance the field of study and enhance the programs and visibility of the university at large
	Encourages interdisciplinary and interdepartmental initiatives to augment the intellectual vitality of the department and of the university and to help students develop an integrated approach to learning
	Serves the community through event programming and collaborative projects and serves as a resource to local schools and other public institutions

																								

										
									
	
								

																			
											Alpha Lambda Epsilon										
																	

								
							
	
										
											

																									The English department sponsors Alpha Lambda Epsilon, a local chapter of Sigma Tau Delta, the International English Honor Society. Sigma Tau Delta’s central purpose is to confer distinction upon students of the English language and literature in undergraduate, graduate and professional studies. Candidates for undergraduate membership must have completed at least three semesters of college work and a minimum of two college courses in English language or literature beyond the usual requirements in freshman English. Members must also have a minimum 3.0 grade point average in English and rank at least in the highest 35 percent of their class in general scholarship. Students may contact the department chair for more information on becoming a member of Alpha Lambda Epsilon.																								

										
									


				


				
					
						
							

																				The Department of English and Interdisciplinary Studies seeks to promote the university’s mission by providing students with a high-quality education in English language and literature and in the theories, methods, and real-world applications of interdisciplinary studies. We are committed to developing students’ powers of critical thinking, analysis, reading, and writing. We believe students who complete any of the department’s programs will be prepared to compete vigorously in the global marketplace and to pursue a variety of career paths or to seek further education. 
																	

						

					
						
							

																				To accomplish this mission, the Department of English and Interdisciplinary Studies:
	Develops and maintains a solid curriculum in language and literature that stimulates student curiosity, rewards critical engagement, and is central to a valuable liberal arts education
	Offers interdisciplinary humanistic studies courses on relevant and contemporary topics that are best understood from a variety of different disciplinary perspectives
	Offers major and minor degree programs in both English and interdisciplinary studies
	Emphasizes critical reading and writing as an integral component of success in our programs, our university, and beyond
	Builds a community of scholars, professionals, and life-long learners and helps initiate students in the profession(s) through regular events, faculty-student collaborative projects, and opportunities to tutor and to assist in the teaching of language and literature and interdisciplinary studies courses
	Encourages and supports research, scholarship, and professional achievement that advance the field of study and enhance the programs and visibility of the university at large
	Encourages interdisciplinary and interdepartmental initiatives to augment the intellectual vitality of the department and of the university and to help students develop an integrated approach to learning
	Serves the community through event programming and collaborative projects and serves as a resource to local schools and other public institutions

																	

						

					
						
							

																				The English department sponsors Alpha Lambda Epsilon, a local chapter of Sigma Tau Delta, the International English Honor Society. Sigma Tau Delta’s central purpose is to confer distinction upon students of the English language and literature in undergraduate, graduate and professional studies. Candidates for undergraduate membership must have completed at least three semesters of college work and a minimum of two college courses in English language or literature beyond the usual requirements in freshman English. Members must also have a minimum 3.0 grade point average in English and rank at least in the highest 35 percent of their class in general scholarship. Students may contact the department chair for more information on becoming a member of Alpha Lambda Epsilon.																	

						

									

			


				

				

					

		

					

		
				

		
        

      


	
            
				
                
				
                    
					[image: WCSU Logo]
					

				

                
                    
                        Who are you?

                        	Future Students
	Current Students
	Alumni & Parents
	Faculty & Staff
	Donors & Friends
	Wolves Sports Fans


                    

                

               
                    
                        Quick Links

                        	A to Z Index 
	Maps & Directions
	Academics
	Athletics
	Blackboard Learn
	Portal en Español


                        
                    

                
 
                
                    
                        Contact us

                        
                            
                                        
                                       
                                    Western Connecticut State University

                                    181 White Street

                                    Danbury, CT 06810

                                
                            

                            203-837-9000

                            Contact the University

                            Anonymous Incident Report
  
                        
 
                    
            
                

                
                    
                        [image: WCSU Wolves Mascot logo]
                    
    
                
      
             
  
            
        
        
  
        
            
                
			Copyright @ 2024 Western Connecticut State University |  Non-Discrimination Notice  | Accessibility
                   
                

            

        












































