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Closing a
decade
of service

As T complete my 11th — and final — year
of service at Western Connecticut State
University, I look back with pride at what
the university has accomplished during this
time. Certainly our physical infrastructure
has been improved and expanded with
renovations to Fairfield Hall, Higgins Hall
and the Old Main Admissions suite as well
as the award-winning Science Building,
Centennial Hall, the Westside Campus
Center, Midtown Parking Garage and the
spectacular new home of the School of
Visual and Performing Arts. Yet these
impressive structures are really only vehi-
cles to help us accomplish our larger, more
important mission — creating the future of
the region, state, nation and world through
the education of our students.

Throughout its 111-year history, Western
has been in the business of changing lives.
I declared that in my inaugural address a
decade ago. Today, I believe even more
strongly that is what our university com-
munity does — in every class meeting,
every day, every semester and every year.
And everyone here — faculty, coaches,

staff, students, alumni and external part-
ners — are important contributors to
that work.

More than anything else, I'll remember
the manifestation of that work in the lives
and careers of our graduates. Among them
are Amanda Peterson and Melissa Teel,
who now apply the lessons they learned
in student leadership and intercollegiate
athletics as teachers and role models

in the Danbury Public Schools; Kevin
Gaughan, whose academic path has led
from Western to a Fulbright Fellowship in
Estonia to doctoral study at Northwestern
University’s Kellogg School; Mike Frasier,
who is applying the lessons he learned
as a student member of the Connecticut
Board of Regents to his graduate work

at Syracuse; Jonathan Soares, who as an
undergraduate launched his career as a
serial entrepreneur by founding a bar-
beque sauce company and now leads
another kind of enterprise, Agency Labs;
and Ally Greenwood, who is translating
the dedication and energy she demon-
strated as an all-conference point guard to

WCSU’s Academic Advising team. Watching
young people like these conceive and real-
ize their dreams is why one chooses to
work in higher education. For the past 38
years, and especially for the last 11 here,
I've been blessed and privileged to be able
to do so.

In today’s knowledge-based economy and
complicated technological world, the role
of regional comprehensive universities like
Western has never been more important.
They not only build an educated citizenry
and prepare the workforce, but also pro-
vide a route to the middle class for immi-
grants and those seeking a second chance
at higher education. In its early days, the
university welcomed such students with
Italian, Greek and Lebanese surnames;
today they are Brazilian, Ecuadorian and
South Asian. Yet the purpose of chang-
ing lives endures, as I know it will in the
years and decades ahead. I wish all in the
Western community achievement and joy
in that continuing journey. m
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Kathwarl's journey benefits Honors
Program with 1 million endowment

Kathwari accepted the advice and deter-

By Paul Steinmetz

Farooq Kathwari is infused with the
entrepreneurial spirit.

His outlook helped him when he arrived
in New York as a college student,
impressed several business leaders as

he progressed in corporate settings, and
finally as he assumed the position of
chairman, CEO and president of Ethan
Allen, a leading home furnishings brand
that still makes most of its products in
North America and retails them across
the world.

Kathwari and his family have shared their
success with Western Connecticut State
University, announcing a $1 million gift
to endow the Kathwari Honors Program
at WCSU.

Kathwari’s start in business began when,
as a graduate student at New York
University’s MBA program, his grand-
father sent him several wicker baskets
filled with crafts from his home in
Kashmir, with instructions to sell them.
Kathwari remembered a field trip one of
his classes had taken to Bloomingdale’s,
where the legendary department store
chairman Marvin Traub had addressed
students. Kathwari telephoned Traub,
who invited him back to discuss his

4 grandfather’s goods.

“Bloomingdale’s became my first customer,”
Kathwari said.

He is quick to give credit to others for
his success.

“While there was a lot of hard work, there
were also elements of luck,” Kathwari
said humbly. “First of all, it was a miracle
I got admitted to NYU.” Although he

held a bachelor’s in English literature and
political science from Kashmir University,
Kathwari said that during his under-
graduate years, “I mostly played cricket —
often as captain of the team.”

And his position at Ethan Allen, Kathwari
said, would not have been possible with-
out the support of Nathan Ancell, the
founder of the company.

“I was fortunate to meet Nat Ancell,”
Kathwari said. “He had the courage to
hand over the leadership of Ethan Allen,
an iconic American brand, to a young
person named Farooq.”

As unusual as Ancell’s choice may have
seemed, Kathwari said he never talked to
his mentor about the decision.

“T did not think of myself as anything dif-
ferent and at the time I didn’t think he did
anything special,” Kathwari said.

“Later on I realized it took courage to give
me that responsibility. T used to think,
‘Why did he do it when there were so
many talented people with much more
experience?” Now when I look at the capa-
bilities of people — that spirit of entrepre-
neurship, of adventure — that Nat Ancell
saw in me, I better understand, because I
am looking for people like that.”

When Kathwari arrived in New York, he
attended evening classes at NYU and
worked days in a print shop with a sup-
portive boss.

“I learned a lot about business I learned in
that four-person shop,” Kathwari said.

As he approached graduation, his boss
told him to look into a job as a financial
analyst. “I asked, ‘What does a financial
analyst do?” He said, ‘You'll learn.” ”

For giving opportunities at Western, visit wesu.edu/onlinegiving.

mined that he could find a job in finance
on Wall Street. He started at No. 1 Wall
Street and began introducing himself

to businesses, starting on the first floor.
On the 16th floor, he met the human
resources director for Bear Stearns, who
saw that in his application, Kathwari
listed mountain climbing as a pastime.
The HR director liked mountain climbing
too, and hired him. “The mountains got
me the job,” Kathwari said.

Not long after, Rothschild Inc. contacted
him and offered him a job helping to
manage an investment fund. By the time
he turned 27, he was chief financial
officer. An associate at Rothschild knew
Ancell, who asked Kathwari to a meeting.
Ancell mentioned that fabric Ethan Allen
was importing from Kashmir had qual-
ity issues and never arrived on time. He
asked whether Kathwari could help.

“I said yes,” Kathwari said. “But I had no
idea what I would do.” He solved the
problem, though, and after a year Ancell
asked him to help with the importing of
rugs from India and Romania.

“I said yes. But again, I had no idea what
I was going to do. I didn’t know where
Romania was.” Kathwari was able to
address that issue, too, and the Indian
rug maker, along with several others,
continues to supply products to Ethan
Allen today. “Incidentally, about a year
back, we opened an Ethan Allen Design
Center in Romania,” Kathwari said.

Ancell soon asked Kathwari to join Ethan
Allen. At first, Kathwari demurred. He
did, after all, have an excellent position
at Rothschild. But as they discussed the
situation further, Kathwari suggested

that he and Ethan Allen become part-
ners. Ancell was surprised at his audacity,
Kathwari said, but he ended up agree-
ing. They created a company called KEA
(for Kathwari Ethan Allen) that imported
goods from many countries, includ-

ing Italy, India, Germany, and other
European countries, and China.

“For seven years I traveled all over the
world,” Kathwari said.



When Ethan Allen merged with St. Louis-
based InterCorp in 1980, Ancell offered
Kathwari the opportunity to head market-
ing at Ethan Allen headquarters.

“T told Nat that I didn’t want to come here
because if I did, I would have to take his
job,” Kathwari related with a chuckle. “He
almost fell off his chair.” Again, however,
Ancell agreed, and a succession plan was
developed. Kathwari has been chairman,
CEO and president since 1988.

Kathwari and his wife, Farida, have
donated to Western in the past, starting
with a scholarship fund to help education
students who were interested in teaching
in inner-city schools. Ancell had also
supported the university financially; he

is the namesake of the Ancell School

of Business.

“Since Ethan Allen moved into Connecticut
about 40 years ago, Western has been part
of our environment here,” said Kathwari,
who sits on the WCSU Foundation Board
of Directors. “I appreciate Western
because it focuses on students who are
not necessarily coming from well-to-do
families. They are serious and they want
to do something to make a good career.
Helping them, to me, is important.”

Kathwari’s gift will support student schol-
arships and expansion of the Kathwari
Honors Program. The building that will
house the program, formerly Alumni Hall,
will be named the Irfan Kathwari Honors
House, in memory of the Kathwaris’ son.

Katl onors studentsigatheed fora celebration of
the ri family’s gift @@create an endowmentfor
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Alumni functions will be relocated to
another building on campus.

Kathwari praised the Honors Program,
which serves more than 200 high-perform-
ing students with extra instruction and ser-
vice opportunities. With this gift, the pro-
gram is expected to grow to 500 students.

“The Honors Program is also very impor-
tant as those are students who perform
well and sometimes need the extra help
in their education and careers,” Kathwari
said. “I believe these students will make
a difference.”

Kathwari has invested much of his time
as a peace advocate and is internation-
ally known for his work with several
organizations. He is chairman emeritus of
Refugees International, a member of the
Council on Foreign Relations, a member
of Board of Overseers of the International
Rescue Committee, a member of the
advisory board of the Center for Strategic
and International Studies, and a member
of International Advisory Council of the
United States Institute of Peace. He also
founded and chairs the Kashmir Study
Group and was on a presidential advi-
sory commission on Asian American and
Pacific Islanders from 2010 to 2014.

In addition to being inducted into the
American Furniture Hall of Fame and
receiving the National Retail Federation’s
Gold Medal, he was recognized with

the Outstanding American by Choice
award from the U.S. government, the
Eleanor Roosevelt Val-Kill Medal, the
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National Human Relations Award from
the American Jewish Committee, the
International First Freedom Award from
the Council for America’s First Freedom,
and the Anti-Defamation League’s
Humanitarian Award.

He said his plans for the future are two-
fold: to further develop the entrepreneur-
ial spirit at Ethan Allen by growing the
enterprise and maintaining and increasing
manufacturing in the U.S., and also to try
to continue to address humanitarian issues,
although many seem intractable.

“Helping those who need help is the objec-
tive, whether you are a refugee or impact-
ed by conflict,” Kathwari said. “These are
different opportunities to help, but the
objective is the same. How much differ-
ence one can make is hard to determine,
but I think it’s important to try.” m

Kathwari discusses leadership
With students at a recent CEQ.Forums:
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Long-time WCSU supporter
donates $1.25
scholarship funo

By Robin Provey

Erland Hagman has a strong affin-
ity for Western Connecticut State
University. He has an even greater
affinity for helping students who are
working hard and need a hand.

Last spring, Hagman and his wife,
Irene, donated $1.25 million to a
scholarship fund in memory of his
daughter, Veronica, who died unex-
pectedly in 2005. In December 2014,
just a few months after the unveiling
of the WCSU School of Visual and
Performing Arts Center, the university
held the naming ceremony for the
Veronica Hagman Concert Hall in
honor of Hagman and his family.

Veronica, the older of his two daugh-
ters, attended Western after leaving
another college because she wasn’t
comfortable there. A psychology major,
she came to Western to continue her
studies.

“She fell in love with Western,” Hagman
said. “It was the small classes, the
sincere interest from professors and
the warmth from people who really
cared. She truly blossomed here.”

million to

Following his daughter’s death,
Hagman was approached by WCSU
President James Schmotter and, through
sadness and sorrow, met many others
at Western who expressed their genu-
ine care and concern.

Western. Among the changes he has
witnessed are the construction of the
Science Building on the Midtown cam-
pus and the Visual and Performing Arts
Center on the Westside campus, which
he calls “a dream come true.”

“I saw a commonality through all of
them,” Hagman said. “Now I under-
stand what my daughter was talking
about. If T didn’t believe in Western
and its future, my wife and I wouldn’t
be making the contribution we did.”

Hagman said his first impression of
the VPAC was “wow.” His background
in science and technology gave him

a great sense of appreciation for the
building from the architectural features
and acoustics to the state-of-the-art

. . equipment.
Hagman said there was an instant quip

chemistry between him and the uni-
versity, and he started to become more
involved.

«

‘It's optimized for stage and sound qual-
ity,” Hagman said. “This state-of-the art
facility will help students tremendously.
Students have been given the room to

“I wanted to see what WCSU was all N
excel.

about,” he said. “Today I'm totally sold
on Western.” His experiences with Western, coupled
with the experiences of his daughters
and the incredible growth of the uni-
versity are what prompted Hagman and
his wife to become involved with the
campus community and help students

achieve their goals.

His daughter, Melissa, now 25,
graduated from Western. Her degree
is in biochemistry and she worked at
Boehringer Ingleheim for two years
after graduation.

Over the past nine years, Hagman has

. “Western is unique in that it's a univer-
seen an enormous transformation at
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but it feels like a small sch
also in a location that attracts many
students who are the first in their fam-
ilies to seek a college education. Many
students have to balance work, school
and family issues,” he said. “Th

young people who work hard.”

The founder and owner of Ergotech
Inc., a producer of ergonomically ben-
eficial equipment in Danbury, Hagman
knows what hard work is all about.
He came to the U.S. from Sweden
when he was 28 and worked long and
hard to earn his education: an engi-
neering degree from Lund University
in his native Sweden, an MBA from
Pace University and a Ph.D. from
Northeastern University.

“T came from nothing,” Hagman said.
“If T didn’t have people helping me, I
wouldn’t be where T am today. I am
the result of hard work and help alon,
the way.”

o
tel

His own struggles were a deciding
factor in making Western the place

he could make a positive impact on
young lives and keep his daughter’s
memory alive. He is also a member of
the WCSU Foundation board of direc-
tors and serves as chair of the cam-
paign committee.

In the footsteps of her father, Veronica
Hagman also rooted for the underdog
and always wanted to help people.
Hagman said the scholarship fund and
the naming of the concert hall were
perfect vehicles to honor her as a
humanitarian and musician.

“Veronica was an old soul,” Hagman
said. “She was shy, but music gave her
a way to express her inner self. She
had an unbelievable voice and was an
accomplished singer with a broad rep-
ertoire from classical to Broadway. She
was comfortable on stage; music trans-
formed her. The naming of the concert
hall will continue her legz nd give
back, helping many t minds get
an education they might not otherwise
be able to get.” m
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A generational belief in education leads
to sustained support for WCSU students

By Paul Steinmetz

The Macricostas family, which in 2014
pledged a $3 million gift to Western, the
largest in the university’s history, owes
much of its success to a man who was
never given the opportunity to learn to
read or write.

Constantine “Deno” Macricostas’ father,
Stefanos, was not successful in the sense
of education or financial stability, but he
was driven to work hard and make life
better for his children. He imparted that
drive to his son, who founded Photronics,
one of the largest manufacturers of pho-
tomasks in the world, and who in turn
educated his own sons about the value
of hard work.

In 1922 when Stefanos was nine, he and
his family became refugees when they

were driven out of what is now Izmir,
Turkey, during a government-sponsored
ethnic cleansing, known today as the
“Burning of Smyrna.” For three days, until
British troops arrived, the family took ref-
uge in a French convent with high walls.
With none of their possessions, they were
relocated by Greek fishing boats to a
refugee camp near the Greek port city of
Piraeus, near Athens.

“My dad was my idol,” said Deno
Macricostas. “He went to work when

he was 10 years old in a slaughterhouse
where he was paid with a goat’s stomach
or goats’ feet, which were undesirable.
On his way home he would collect coal
that had dropped from locomotives and
bring it home to his mother so she could
cook the family dinner.”

When he was 12, Stefanos bought a nanny
goat. He slowly built a herd of more than
130 goats and sold their milk throughout
the city from the back of a mule.

“Although my father was not literate, he
was very street-smart,” Deno said.

Deno was able to immigrate to the United
States as a teenager, and he became the
family’s first to graduate from college.

“Education opens horizons and opportuni-
ties,” Deno said. “That’s when my journey

started. It was a wonderful journey.”

With the family’s gift, which will sup-
port student research, scholarships and
a lecture series, WCSU has named the
Macricostas School of Arts and Sciences
in their honor.

After graduating and a stint in the U.S.
Army, Deno arrived in Danbury in 1960.
He worked as an equipment design engi-
neer at National Semiconductor and later
at Qualitron, while working weekends as
a short-order cook at Durkin’s Diner on
White Street. The extra money allowed
him to build a modest home without a
mortgage and also leave Qualitron to start
a photomask business with five partners.

His former coworkers predicted he
would fail, said Deno’s son, Steve.

Deno admits that he wasn’t the image

of the quintessential businessman — he
spoke English with a thick Greek accent,
his demeanor was unassuming instead of
commanding.

But those deficiencies didn’t stop him.

“T had full confidence in myself,” Deno said,
quietly. “It was a gift from my father.”

That drive, Macricostas said, which was
learned during difficult times in his home
country, might be a reason that immi-
grants have been successful in America.

> £y

Deno Macricostas surrounded by the faculty of the
Macricostas School of Arts and Sciences.




“Most of the people who come here are
looking for the journey, the making them-
selves better, to take the risk. The hunger
to succeed. You can make more of a dif-
ference here.

“People leave a country, they are more
active, they have dreams, they are not con-
tent with the status quo,” Macricostas said.
“And America is the land of dreams.”
Photronics took time to grow, because, as
Macricostas said, “the company was always
undercapitalized. We mortgaged our home,
made a profit, and reinvested it back into
the business. It took a long time.”

“My dad was always willing to take a risk,”
Steve added.

Photronics, with sales of $455 million in
2014, is one of four companies that sell
photomasks globally with nine manufac-
turing plants in Europe, Asia and the U.S.,
including Brookfield. Photomasks are
high-precision quartz plates that contain
microscopic images of electronic circuits
that are transferred onto silicon wafers.
Photomasks are a key element in the
manufacture of semiconductors and flat
panel displays.

Photronics went public on the NASDAQ
in 1987 and bought two publicly traded
competitors over the years. Macricostas
has received many awards from busi-
ness groups, including the National Blue
Chip Award, the High Tech Entrepreneur
of the Year, the Eli Whitney Award for
Excellence in Small Business Management
and the prestigious Entrepreneurial
Success Award from the Small Business
Administration.

‘Hellenic Melodies: A Journey from Classical to
Contemporary,” was hosted by the WCSU Center for
Culture and Values, supported by a grant from Deno
Macricostas and his wife Marie.

John Royco &
Thomas Mentague

John Royce, left, and Thomas Montague, center, receive congratulations from Connecticut Rep. David Scribner at the
Entrepreneur of the Year Award (EOY) Luncheon. Royce and Montague were recognized for their business achievements
as owners of catering and wedding facilities The Fox Hill Inn, The Candlewood Inn, The Waterview and The Riverview
The EQY program is supported by the contributions of the Macricostas Family Foundation

“I never thought the company would
grow as big as it has,” Macricostas said.
“When we grew to $5 million, that’s how
big I thought it would stay. We suc-
ceeded because we offered better price,
better quality. Better, quicker, cheaper.
The company is service, service, service.
Quality is not negotiable. It's a given.

«

‘T'm very competitive,” he added. “By
winning, the corporation grew. The
money came by default.”

That drive showed itself at home, too.

«

‘We had a big yard and a garden,” Steve
recalled. “In 1975 we moved from down-
town Danbury to a modest old home

on the west side of town where we had
some acreage, and Dad had us out there
mowing and trimming the lawn and
weeding the garden. My brother, George,
was five so he couldn’t reach the pedals,
so I got to ride the mower since 1 was 10.
It still took us three to four hours — on a
riding mower — to do it all. You couldn’t
stop for a second! As soon as my brother
could drive the tractor, I was on push
mower duty.

Deno added, “If T saw that they stopped, I'd
come out and say “Hey, what's going on!”
Looking back, it was a great life experi-
ence,” Steve said. “He has really estab-
lished a tremendous work ethic in us.”
George has followed in his father’s
footsteps. George managed Photronics’
global IT infrastructure before start-

ing RagingWire Data Centers, a data
center co-location company, in 2000.
RagingWire, with sales of approximately
$100 million in 2014, has facilities in

Ashburn, Virginia, and Sacramento,
California. RagingWire provides “cloud”
and other data intensive companies with
the physical data centers with which to
operate their equipment. George recently
sold 80 percent of the company to NTT
Communications but retains the title of
chairman, CEO and founder.

George also possesses the confidence of
his father. “My dad came to America in
1954 with $25 and knew about 50 words
of English, so I don’t see what I accom-
plished at RagingWire as such a big deal,
having started with several millions of
dollars of capital,” he said. “I feel like I
had it really easy compared to my great-
grandparents, grandparents and parents.
I will never forget where we came from,
and God willing, T hope my children
will also appreciate the sacrifices of our
ancestors and tremendous opportunities
that America offers for individuals
willing to persevere in the pursuit of
their dreams.”

“This is our home town, our roots are
here, and we want to give back to our
community that has given us so much,”
George said. Both sons graduated from
Western and praise the faculty and
course offerings.

“WestConn supplies the intellectual and
academic foundation to the local com-
munity,” Deno said. “It not only helps
its students, but its students in turn help
other local residents and that synergy
multiplies. A part of Danbury’s success
is due to the strength and quality of the
university. Education opens our horizons
and opportunities.” m
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WCSU recognized as a good value that yields
opportunity in two recent studies

by Sherri Hill

Western recently found itself ranked

No. 1 in Connecticut and No. 11 in the
nation on a Social Mobility Index report,
and No. 2 on a list of the state’s public
colleges and universities on a Return-on-
Investment report. That's good news for
current and future students’ bottom lines.

A list released recently by the financial
site Payscale ranked 1,300 U.S. colleges
and universities by their return-on-invest-
ment (ROD). The list calculated 20-year net
ROI by comparing the total cost of atten-
dance to the earnings of each school’s
graduates.

Western is ranked number two on the list
of all in-state public colleges and universi-
ties in Connecticut, and number seven of
the 19 public and private institutions that
offer degrees in the state. WCSU also falls
within the top quarter of all in-state public
universities in the nation in terms of ROL

How do these statistics translate to reality?
Ancell School of Business 2007 graduate
Juliana Marques can explain.

“My experience is that I probably didn’t
spend more than $20,000 on my educa-
tion at WCSU and I make about 10 times
that now,” Marques said. “In fact, T was
making three times what I spent on my
education at my first job after graduating.”

Since 2012, Marques has worked for
Baker & McKenzie, ranked by U.S. News
& World Report as 2014 Law Firm of

the Year for Tax in the United States.
Marques is involved in international and
corporate tax strategy matters and said,
“My work is really tied to what I learned
at WCSU. Some attorneys may resist deal-
ing with numbers or lack the business
background. T started to become com-
fortable with numbers, accounting and
tax concepts in the financial accounting
program at Western. Not only did my
WCSU degree get me my first job, but it
also allows me to converse with clients
and colleagues on a practical level on a
daily basis. It’s a differentiating factor and
something I use on many of the projects
that T work on.”

More recently, Science magazine pub-
lished a special issue about “Haves and
Have-Nots: The Science of Inequality.”
One of the key points raised — that the
gap between rich and poor in the United
States is growing — caught the atten-
tion of CollegeNET and PayScale, which
combined efforts to create a social mobil-
ity index (SMD to “comparatively assess
the role of our higher education system
in providing a conduit for economic and
social advancement.”

The SMI survey measured five factors

relating to higher education: cost of
tuition, opportunities provided to low-
income students, graduation rate, early
career salary for graduates, and the status
of the university’s endowment. More than
530 colleges and universities were com-
pared based on these criteria.

The results placed Western No. 1 in
Connecticut and No. 11 nationwide.

At No. 11, WCSU was one of only

three universities located in the New
England states to break the Top 100 on
the national list (the others, located in
Massachusetts, came in at No. 96 and No.
98). And Western’s presence at the top
of the list for Connecticut was by a siz-
able margin: the second-highest ranked
Connecticut institution came in at a dis-
tant No. 143 on the national list. m
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Jullana Marqlies '07

10 flickr

WCSU theatre arts Arts Center No. 9 on its list of
program named one of the 25 Most Amazing Campus
10 best in 2015 Arts Centers. Western's facility is

listed in the top 10 along with arts
centers at California Polytechnic
State University, Emerson College,
Sonoma State University, the
University of North Texas, Emory
University, Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute, Lynn University, Soka
University and the University of
Northern lowa. Farther down the
list are large, private institutions
that include the University of Notre
Dame, Syracuse University, Depaul
University and New York University.

OnStage, a Connecticut-based
blog dedicated to “promoting
theatre from Broadway to your
hometown,” announced that
Western's Bachelor of Arts in
Theatre Arts program is one of the
10 best in the country in 2015.

New York Times
mentions Visual and
Performing Arts Center
In a late October article about
the migration from New York to
Danbury, “Affordability in Danbury,
Conn., Just Over the Border,”
the New York Times mentioned
Western's new Visual and
Performing Arts Center as one
of the draws to the area.

Women'’s volleyball team
earns American Volleyball
Coaches Association
Team Academic Award
The WCSU Volleyball team won
the Little East Championship and
made it to the NCAA tournament,
but it also earned the American
Volleyball Coaches Association
Team Academic Award. The
student-athletes had a total team
GPA of 3.38.

Visual and Performing
Arts Center named one
of 25 Most Amazing
Campus Arts Centers
Collegedegreesearch.net named
Western's Visual and Performing

The 2014 designation recognizes

WCSU teaching WCSU student named
programs 100 percent Bachelor of Social Work
nationally recognized Student of the Year

WCSU student Matthew Cole was
named Bachelor of Social Work
Student of the Year by the Con-
necticut chapter of the National
Association of Social Workers.

After receiving full accreditation
for its education unit last fall from
the Council for the Accreditation
of Educator Preparation (CAEP),
Western is now nationally
recognized for its entire inventory
of initial and advanced programs
leading to educator certification.
All 12 certification programs —
from Elementary Education to
Spanish — are nationally recog-
nized by specialty professional

‘Election Connection’ wins
national broadcast award
The student crew who produced
and directed Western's “Election
Connection” live broadcast of re-
sults and analysis of the November

associations. 2014 state and congressional
i elections has received first-place
WCSU recognized on honors in the nationwide collegiate

National Honor Roll for
Community Service for
second year in a row
Western was named for the
second year in a row to the
President’s Higher Education
Community Service Honor Roll.

competition conducted by the
Broadcast Education Association
(BEA) for its 2015 Festival of
Media Arts. The WCSU broadcast
prevailed in one of seven Student
Video categories judged in the
festival and was among 1,352
entries overall that were submitted

the university’s commitment to by students and faculty at
volunteering, service-learning and  niversities and colleges across
civic engagement. the United States.

For more on these stories, visit wesu.edu/newsevents.
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Bill Imada, left, founder of IW Group, Gail Hill Williams '87, president and CEQ of Alegre Communications Inc., and
WCSU alumnus and inventor Michael Carpanzano '13, right, judged the “Your Big Idea” competition won by Megan
Driscoll, a Marketing and Spanish major.

Student-inventor wins WCSU Marketing Week competition WCSU to help first-year students

According to Greek philosopher Plato,
“Necessity is the mother of invention.”
Western Connecticut State University
student Megan Driscoll, winner of this
year’s “Your Big Idea” competition
sponsored by the Ancell School of
Business, would most likely agree.

Driscoll, a sophomore from Brookfield
who is double-majoring in Marketing
and Spanish, entered the annual
WCSU Marketing Club’s “Your Big
Idea” competition that offers a $500
prize because of her strong belief in
her invention, an Insulin Pump Holder.
Diagnosed two years ago with Type |
Diabetes, Driscoll found she quickly
tired of being asked, “What’s that?”
when people caught a glimpse of her
insulin pump mounted on the waist-
band of her pants.

“I'm a diabetic, and | was always look-

Ty
e
! \

ing for ways to hide my insulin pump,”
Driscoll said. Most often, she said,
pumps are worn at the waist and

are easy to spot. They also are not
waterproof, which limits participation
in water sports and activities.

After conducting research on existing
insulin pump holder options, Driscoll
set out to invent a better product.

Driscoll said the idea for her product
came to her during a car-ride home
from an appointment with her doctor.
She did the research, came up with
a plan, entered the competition and
was selected as one of eight finalists
to present their concepts to a panel
of judges in early October.

Each contestant was allotted five min-
utes for his or her presentation and
five minutes to respond to questions
from the judges. The judges included

transition to college life

Bill Imada, founder, chairman and
chief collaboration officer of IW Group,
a minority-owned and operated agen-
cy focusing on growing multicultural
markets; WCSU alumnus Michael
Carpanzano, inventor of NuPlug; and
Gail Hill Williams, president and CEO
of Alegre Communications Inc.

tion, the uni
YE) program.

“| was very confident about my idea
and excited to present it to the judges
and the audience,” Driscoll said.
“Some of the other ideas were really
interesting, but | felt strongly about
what | was talking about and my
invention was important to me.” jork that will in

Driscoll said the $500 prize will help VCSU Dean of the
her on the way to developing her ) S 5 Xand
product. What's also important about a th

the competition, she said, is the been pr
“real-world experience that you can't for a greater I\
get in a classroom.”

s after Stanton
upermarkets Inc.

. In part, t

ent to help evaluate the suc-

or in the Department
and coordina-
plained an integral part of the

— Sherri Hill

of topics such

Tom Lindberg, the president and co-founder of Sir Grout, a grout and tile utilizing th

cleaning franchise, was one of many businesspeople who have spoken at a
program called The Entrepreneurship Arc, which the Ancell School of Business
hosts several times a year. Entrepreneurs explain to students and community
members what obstacles they overcame in building their businesses.

of Student
are bein

cation
Jnated

U119, N

that tf

A national
1 fac

pert on FYE pr
0 help guide the cour:
students.

“The hope is that this mal
smoother,” Alexander said.
us to support our students in
to before.”

— Robin P
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Our Donors

This edition of The Cupola features three special supporters of the WCSU Foundation:
Constantine “Deno” Macricostas, Erland Hagman and Farooq Kathwari. They all recently
made generous gifts to the Foundation in support of Western Connecticut State University
and its students.

They all happen to be immigrants, men who were tested by making a home in a new land,
and who learned from the journey. They identify with WCSU students, young men and
women who often benefit from scholarships that allow them to stay in class.

Ronald Pugliese Here is what our friends said:

Chair . : :
WCSU Foundation, Inc. Deno Macricostas: People who leave their home country are active, they have dreams, and

America is the land of dreams. Most of the people who come here are looking for the jour-
ney, making themselves better, to take the risk. The hunger to succeed. You can make more
of a difference here.

Erland Hagman: I came from nothing. If I didn’t have people helping me, I wouldn't be
where 1 am today. I am the result of hard work and help along the way.

Farooq Kathwari: People who come from other societies appreciate the benefit of America,
despite the issues. America is an extremely special place for people to work very hard,

create capital and %we it away. That is not usual in the rest of the world. It’s a unique '
American experien ; S iy
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Donations by purpose

M Endowed. ...$237,140.57
M Capital ............ $264,225.18
Academic Programs &
Operations . ........ $681,825.34
Total............ $1,183,191.09

Donations by type Donations by source Donations by area
M Unrestricted. . . . . $127,797.53 M Students. ............ $8,725.00 M School of Visual &
M Student Support. . . . . .$370,319.11 Faculty/Staff ......... $87,823.40 Performing Arts........ ... $62,025.85
M Scholarships . ... ... $506,272.81 WPaents. ............. $1,770.00 B School of Professional
M Restricted (other). . . .. . $90,925.43 M Other Individuals . . . . .$426,243.11 St”dives """"""" A
M Academic Support . . . . .$87,876.21 Foundations. . .. . .. .$155,578.34 U “SA:IS"'E‘;ZMSS“OO' Ongj 5&6,563.91
Total............ $1,183,191.09 I Corporations .. ... ... $258,356.73 B Other Areas. . ... $90,112.63
LJEREER 000000000000 $2699.63 Multiple Schools . .. .. $394,812.72
N RS W Graduate School . .. . .. . $3,275.00
WHbooooossssos BRI Library .. $2,175.00
WAthletics ........... $144,075.73
Ancell School
of Business. ......... $29,094.91

M Alumni Association. . . . . $49,364.00

Administration/
Operations . ........ $181,646.50

Total ........... $1,183,191.00

Leave a legacy for Western

Including a charitable bequest in your
will is a simple way to make a lasting
gift to Western. For over a century,
students at Western have benefitted
from the generosity of those who knew
the importance of a college education.
Indeed, what better role models than
the graduates of a former teachers
college to highlight the significance

of higher education to our society?

Today, Western Connecticut State
University educates more than 6,000
students a year, many of whom cannot

afford a college education without the
support of our alumni and friends. In
fact, some of the largest support Western
receives comes in the form of charitable
bequests.

A bequest, a gift through a will or other
estate planning vehicle, affords the donor
both the flexibility and ability to benefit
future generations of Western students
and faculty. Our Office of Institutional
Advancement is available to work

with you and your advisers to provide
suggested language for bequests, and to
help craft a legacy that satisfies both your
philanthropic and estate planning goals.

For more information, please contact
Robert A. Schlesinger, JD, Vice President
for Institutional Advancement, at

(203) 837-8111 or SchlesingerR@wcsu.edu.
Thank you for your continuing support
of Western. m

President’s Club (1,000+)

Members of this group have made an annual financial
commitment of at least $1,000 to the WCSU Foundation
without placing restrictions on the purpose of their gifts. These
donations are allocated to the university’s greatest needs as
determined by the president. President’s Club donors have
placed their trust in the WCSU mission and remain some of our
most faithful advocates.

Fairfield Hall Society ($500-3999)

With their support, these members enhance our students’
collegiate experience and invest in our faculty’s ever-evolving
needs.

WestConn Society ($250-$499)

The earliest established giving arm of the WCSU Foundation,
this group has for decades supported innovative programs,
outreach opportunities and enrichment initiatives.

Century Club ($100-g249)

By far the largest participating giving group, these alumni,
parents and friends provide an invaluable endorsement of a
Western education.

Loyalty Society

Members of this group have given to WCSU for at least five
consecutive years, regardless of the amount. We count on
these loyal donors who heartily believe in the university and
do tremendous good through the simple act of contributing
annually.

The Office of Institutional Advancement has taken great care to ensure that the information contained in this Honor Roll is accurate and complete. However, errors do occur occasionally. If you were a contributor to
WCSU between July 1, 2013, and June 30, 2014, and did not receive any goods or services for your contribution, but find your name missing, misspelled, listed under the wrong heading or not in the format that
you requested, please accept our sincere apologies. Please note that in the alumni section, alumni are listed without spouses unless the spouse is an alumnus/a also, in which case he/she appears alone in his/
her graduation year as well. Also, the total donation amount includes only those donations to the WCSU Foundation and Alumni Association that were tax-deductible. Please help us correct our records by contact-
ing Lynne LeBarron at (203) 837-8188 or lebarroni@wcsu.edu. A correction will be printed in next year’s report.

13
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Thy WCSU Fol
Corporation,
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—_— p— - . 5
honored businessweman.MaryJean Rizzo-Rebeiro, the president of NY-CONN
unity.Service Award presented at the annual WestConn Society

third'from right, was joined by former winners, from left, Robert Yamin, Dianne Yamin,
ancy Nurnbeiger and Tom Devine. President Schmaotter joined them for the celebration.

To see more photos, visit wesu.edu/flickr.

LEADERSHIP

($25,000 and above)
Henry Arnhold
Isabelle T. Farrington ® i
Irfan Kathwari Foundation, Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. Erland Hagman ®
David and Nancy Nurnberger ® f
Kathleen Romagnano
SCB International Materials, Inc. ®
Dr. James W. Schmotter &

Dr. Daphne A. Jameson ® f
Union Savings Bank ®

Century Club©  WestConn Society @

($10,000-$24,999)
Dr. Missy Alexander ®
Theresa Eberhard Asch ® f
Ann J. Atkinson ®
Mary and Rudy Behrens
Thomas DeChiaro ®
Daniel P. Goble ®
Jess and Grace House ®
Hamilton Sundstrand
W. Jason and Ellen M. Hancock ® fit
Carolyn Lanier ®
Latino Scholarship Fund, Inc.
Jane Ellen McBride and
Alfred Joseph Gates ®
Mario A. Mesi
Paul Jones Trust
Ronald J. and Janice W. Pugliese ® f
Paul J. Reis ®
Charles P. and Denise S. Spiridon ® it

Fairfield Hall Society ®  President’s Club ®

Craig and Peggy Stewart f
The Cherry Family Foundation
The Morganti Group, Inc. ®
Verizon Foundation ***

($5,000-$9,999)
Bedoukian Research, Inc.
Dennis W. Dawson and Noreen Grice
Deloitte Foundation
GE Foundation Matching

Gifts Program © ***
Goldring Family Foundation, Inc.
Kohrman Jackson and Krantz
Macricostas Family Foundation, Inc.
Elizabeth McDonough
Dr. Samuel Ross and

Mrs. Myra Mattes Ross ®
Charles P. Mullaney
Jay Murray ®
People’s United Community Foundation
Cory J. and Lizette M. Plock ®
Paul Roman
Savings Bank of Danbury ® it
Richard H. and Elizabeth H. Sullivan ®
Jessica B. Tobin
Atty. Robert and Judge Dianne Yamin ® fh
Roy and Virginia Young ®

($1,000-$4,999)

Marc and Jan Aldrich &

Gail P. Andersen

Anonymous f

Arnhold Foundation ®

Evan R. Bernstein

Dr. Keith Betts ®

Esther R. and Barry R. Boriss ® f
Branson Ultrasonics Corporation ®
Brown University

Scott C. Brunjes ®

Anthony E. Jr. and Roberta Caraluzzi ®
Hugh and Alice Carolan

Cartus Corporation ®

Chambrovich Family ®

Anthony W. Jr. and Jeanette L. Cirone ®

Loyalty Society it

Brian N. and Abbey S. Clements

Elizabeth A. and Andrew Comcowich ®

Community College of Philadelphia

Craigslist Charitable Fund ***

Danbury Garden Club

John and Suzanne DeRosa ®

Dimeo Construction Company ®

Carl M. Dunham, Jr.

Estate of Marguerite M. Minck

Ethan Allen Global, Inc. ®

Fairfield County Bank ®

Thomas M. Feeley, Jr.

Charles D. Ferris Il and Shirley C. Ferris

Richard Flowers

Robert P. and Barbara S. Fornshell ®

Michael and Jacqueline Friel f

Russell G. Fryer and Alicia Vera

Lloyd and Mary Garren

Hillel Goldman ® f

Sharon L. Guck ®

Hathaway Family Foundation ®

Carol A. Hawkes ® it

Gary W. Hawley ®

David A. and Elizabeth C. Heneberry ®

Tracy and Rich Horosky ®

Howard K. Archdeacon Family
Foundation, Inc. ®

Dr. Herbert Janick

Atty. Sanford and Mrs. Constance
Kaufman ® f

Robert and Phyllis Kelleher

Kimchuk, Inc.

Dr. Karen Koza

Lake Zoar Authority

Nancy E. Lenihan ®

Colleen Lord

Neil and Lisi Marcus ®

Hugh R. and June C. McCarney

Al'and Joan Mead ® it

Mediassociates, Inc.

Deborah A. Modzelewski

William T. Mooney

Lewis and Mary Ellen Mottley &

George Mulvaney ®

Dr. John and Nancy Murphy

Scott N. Nadel and Jennifer L. Torneden
Glenn J. Nanavaty ®
Jennifer Elizabeth Nash ®
Newtown Savings Bank ®
Northwestern Mutual Financial Network
Northwestern Mutual Foundation
Chin Okwuka ®
Richard Parmalee, Jr. ®
Paul Dinto Electrical Contractors, Inc.
Philip & Christine Lodewick Foundation, Inc.
Pitney Bowes Foundation ***
Police Commissioners Association of CT, Inc.
James A. and Dianna J. Poodiack
Lawrence J. Post th
Reby Advisors
Agostinho J. and Sarah Ribeiro ®
Stephen and Judith Rosentel
Rosy Tomorrows, Inc. ®
Wayne J. Shepperd
Sodexo Foundation, Inc.
Sodexo, Inc. & Affiliates
Judith Somers
St. John’s University
Jonathan R. Stark
and Charles F. Burke, Jr. ®
Paul M. Steinmetz and Jenine |. Michaud ®
Jack and Carol Stetson ®
Duncan Stuart
Richard and Marie Sturdevant
Barbara and Carl Susnitzky ® f
Nabil and Hind Takla ®
The Angel Foundation
The Barden Corporation ®
The Network Support Company
The NY-CONN Corporation ®
Jack and Doris C. Tyransky ®
Dane L. Unger
United Technologies™*
University of Rochester
University of Vermont
Ventura, Ribeiro & Smith
Carolyn C. Wagner
WCSU Alumni Association
Dr. Laurie Weinstein

Realized Bequest * Deceased ** Corporate Matching Gifts ***



FOUNDATIONS &
CORPORATIONS

Many companies offer a matching

gift program for their employees as an
incentive to contribute to nonprofit orga
nizations, such as the WCSU Foundation
Please remember to ask your human
resources department if your company
offers a matching gift program. For more
information and a list of matching gift
companies, please visit http://matching-
gifts.com/wesu/, call (203) 837-8832 or
email development@wcsu.edu.

103 Mill Plain Road LLC

A Class Act NY LLC

Aaron’s Sales and Leasing

Ability Beyond @

Accuspec, Inc.

Adelphi University

Adherent Technologies LLC
Advanced Footcare Center ® ©
AffinEco LLC

Aldine Metal Products Corporation
Jerry B. Allford Estate

Alliance Healthcare Services
American Express Gift Matching Program **
Amro Tool Company LLC

Anita’s Beauty Salon

Arconti’s Painting Service
Arnhold Foundation ®

B & G Piping Company, Inc.
Baker St. Associates

Barnes Group Foundation, Inc. ***
Bedoukian Research, Inc. fi
Belardinelli Tire Company
Berkshire Food Distributors, Inc.
Bernard M. Baruch College
Bethlehem Fair Society, Inc.
Black Eyed Sally's

Blakeslee Prestress, Inc.

LEGACY SOCIETY

This giving group was established to
recognize those individuals who have
made a charitable provision for WCSU in
their estate plans. By joining the Legacy
Society, you can make a significant con
tribution to benefit generations to come
at the university. Please contact the
Development Office at (203) 837-8111
to learn more about joining this group.

Frances E. Allen '35 *
Jerry B. Allford *
Anonymous
Mary and Rudy Behrens f
Sharon M. Bradley '91 ©
Valery G. Cunningham *
Richard E. Davis '76
Melissa E. Fenwick *
Marilynn Glen
Harold Jonathan Greenwald *
Nancy Gyurko *
Dr. and Mrs. Erland Hagman ®
Rose L. Heyman '29 *
Gail Hill-Williams '87
John A. Johnston *
Natalie F. Johnston '36*
Joseph W. Keilty '60 *
Joseph F. Kilcran '58 *
George LaCava '53
Marguerite Minck *
Lea Neylan
A. Searle Pinney *
Ronald J. '76 and Janice W. Pugliese ®
Arthur Rosien ‘40 *
Dr. James W. Schmotter &
Dr. Daphne A. Jameson ® ®
Gail P. Shaker *
Edward A. Tomasiewicz *
The W. B. Connor Foundation, Inc. *
Lois C. Wolsh *

Mulvaney Mechanical, Inc. ®

Mulago Foundation

Mygrotel, Inc.

Nails by Tammie

Newtown Savings Bank ®

Norbert E. Mitchell Co., Inc. ®

North America Equipment

Northwestern Mutual Financial Network ***
Orkin

Parking Authority City of Danbury ®
Patrick Henry College

Paul Dinto Electrical Contractors, Inc.
Paul Jones Trust

People’s United Community Foundation

Blansfield Builders, Inc.

Branson Ultrasonics Corporation ®
Bridge Communications Group
Brookside Inn Restaurant, Inc.
Brown University

Bruen, Deldin, DiDio Associates, Inc.
Cafe on the Green

Candlewood Marketing Associates
Cape Cod Community College
Caraluzzi's Markets Fund

Cartus Corporation ®

Castle Hill Financial Group LLC
Century 21 Scalzo Realty, Inc.
Church Hill Classics, Ltd.

Fairways

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

Fiorita, Kornhaas & Company ® ©

Gary J. Lucente & Associates LLC

GE Foundation Matching Gifts Program ® ***

General Federation of Women'’s
Clubs of CT, Inc.

Goldring Family Foundation, Inc.

Hallas Associates LLC

Hamilton Sundstrand

Hathaway Family Foundation ®

Holm & O’Hara LLP

Howard K. Archdeacon Family
Foundation, Inc. ® f

P

City of Danbury IBM Matching Grants Program i *** Performance Clubworks
City of Danbury Economic Development  Irfan Kathwari Foundation, Inc. Philip & Christine Lodewick Foundation, Inc.
CityCenter Danbury ® Jazz Haven, Inc. Photronics, Inc.
Claris Construction, Inc. JMJ Connecticut Property Management LLC  Pitney Bowes Foundation ***
Colgate University Joe the Plumber, Plumbing, Heating &  Police Commissioners Association
Collins Hannafin ® © Cooling LLC o : of CT, Inc.
Community College of Philadelphia John Jay College of Criminal Justice Porter & Chester
Craigslist Charitable Fund *** John M. Mastriano Insurance Agency, Inc. Praxair Foundation, Inc.
Crystal Rock Holdings, Inc. Kelly's Pub of New Haven PTI
CSU American Association of University  Kenneth J. Krayeske Law Offices PurePoint Energy
Professors Kimehuk, Inc. Reby Advisors
D. J. Ramey & Associates ® © King’s College Regional Hospice and Home Care
Daddona Brothers Mechanical LLC Kohrman Jackson and Krantz of Western CT
Danbury Garden Club Lake Zoar Authority REI Property & Asset Management, Inc.

Danbury High School Student Activity Fund - Latino Scholarship Fund, Inc. Reynolds & Rowella LLP

Danbury Mad Hatters Rugby Football Club Law Offices of Richard D. Arconti RHAM High School

Danbury Maron Hotels & Suites Law Offices of Karen DeMartino LLC Richter Park Golf Course

Danbury Metal Finishing, Inc. ® & Lehmann and Lehmann Transmedia Ridgewood Country Club
Davidson Company, Inc. _Communications Riverview Estates, Inc.

Deloitte Foundation Liberty Mutual Insurance Company Rizzo Corporation

Dimeo Construction Company ® Liberty University Rob’s Lawn and Landscaping LLC

Macquarie Group Foundation Limited ***

Macricostas Family Foundation, Inc.

Marren Fuel Injection Sandler Training

MasterCard International Savings Bank of Danbury ®

Mechanical Contractors Association of CT Scalzo Property Management
Industry Fund SCB International Materials, Inc. ®

Mediassociates, Inc. Silvestri Fencing

Mill Plain Veterinary Clinic & Sodexo Foundation, Inc.

Animal Hospital Sodexo, Inc. & Affiliates
Motel Hotel Associates, Inc.

Robilotti Consulting LLC
Rosy Tomorrows, Inc. ®

Doyon Insurance Agency
Duke Energy Foundation
Earthmovers, Inc.

Edward Jones

Entergy Corporation

Equale & Girone LLP

Estate of Marguerite M. Minck
Ethan Allen Global, Inc. ®
Fairfield County Bank ®

Spartan Il Restaurant

Springhill Suites by Marriott

St. John’s University

Storybook Arts, Inc. ©

Student Athlete Advisory Committee
Studio D

SUOAF - AFSCME

T and T Complete Landscaping

TBICO

The Angel Foundation

The Barden Corporation ®

The Carpet Fair, Inc.

The Chapin & Bangs Steel Company

The Cherry Family Foundation

The College Of New Jersey

The Danbury Concert Association, Inc.
The Greater Bridgeport Athletic Association, Inc.
The Hartford Financial Services Group ***
The Morganti Group, Inc. ® f

The Network Support Company

The New School

The NY-CONN Corporation ®

The Owl Shop Of New Haven

The Rock Garden Cafe of Watertown

The Round Hill Club, Inc.

The Whole Enchilada

Three Lakes Management Corporation
Union Savings Bank ®

United Technologies Matching Gift Program ***
United Way - Miami Dade

United Way of Western Connecticut, Inc. ***
University of Rochester

University Of Vermont

Ventura, Ribeiro & Smith

Verizon Foundation ***

Vistage International

WCSU Alumni Association

WCSU Softball Team

WCSU Women'’s Lacrosse Team

Western Connecticut Health Network
Western Connecticut State University
Westwood High School Music Honor Society
Yamin & Yamin LLP

E\/Ieteorology experts in the public and privét'e"se,.ctors, academia and broadcasting shared their
professional insights into significant weather phenomena shaping the climate regionally, nationally and
globally at the Fifth Tri-State Weather Conference. Organized by the meteorology program i Western'’s
Department of Physics, Astronomy and Meteorology, the conference featured presentations by weather
analysts, climate researchers, TV weathercasters and storm trackers on a wide range of topics from
recent major weather events to developments in forecasting technology.

To see more photos, visit wesu.edu/flickr.
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IN MEMORIAM

Ana Marquez-Greene Endowed
Music Scholarship
Advanced Footcare Center PC
Gale Albrecht
Barb Angelo and Family
Ray and Liz Archambault
Patricia Ascione
Ann J. Atkinson ®
Deidra Bish
Black Eyed Sally’s
Meg Bloom
Patricia A. Bowen ®
Randal Brecker
Winifred Brickmeier '83
Sue Browning
Walter Carroll
Christine Chan
Community College of Philadelphia
CSU American Association
of University Professors
Anna Cusio
Thomas and Patricia DeAngelis
Anthony and Catherine DiDonato
Jeffrey and Cynthia Dill
Erin H. Dubugue
Cathy Durrett
Richard Telman and Ellen Eberle
Patricia Endress
Melanie Evans
Marianne Federici
Steven and Sandra Frank
Holly and Michael Garavel
Sunita George
Daniel P. Goble ®
Marilyn Goodnite
Gil and Kathy-Crawford Hawkins
Teresa Healy
James and Mona Heath
Jane Herzig
Jay and Marjorie Hirshfield
Kia Hodge
Dr. Todor Ivanov
Jazz Haven, Inc.
Kerstan Jensen
Irene Hakim
Bernard and Beth Donna Kavaler
Kelly’s Pub of New Haven
Steven J. and Kathleen A. Kloeblen
Karen and Michael Koza
Bettye G. Kramer
Darren M. Litzie '09
Gregory and Trudy Litzie
David and Lee-Ann Lovelace
Macquarie Group Foundation Limited ***
Dr. Shahin Madison
Rencita Steve and Grant Meachum
Estela Morel

SFor giving opportunit
: )
1|

Chris Morrison

Preston Murphy

Gregory and Ellen Myhill '90, '01
Stephen and Robin Niemitz

Diane G. O'Brien '76

PTI

PurePoint Energy

RHAM High School

Paul Roman

Vincent and Merretta Schmelzkopf
Steve Schwartzenberg

Shaye Sheehan

Mary, Cara and Shanna Silverberg
Edward and Janet Smith

Duncan Stuart

Studio D

SUOAF - AFSCME

Claudette M. Talmadge

The Garr Family

The Hartford Financial Services Group ***
The Owl Shop Of New Haven

The Rock Garden Cafe of Watertown
United Way - Miami Dade

Mr. and Mrs. Edward M. Vipler
Susan Warner

WCSU Softball Team

WCSU Women’s Lacrosse Team
Margaret Weeks

Westwood High School Music Honor Society
Becky Willard

Brenda Zickerman

In Memory of Anthony J. Merante, Jr.
Frances J. Merante '59 ©®

In Memory of Bob Simonelli ’55
Herman A. Anderson 55 and
Ann M. Anderson ©

In Memory of Carol lannacone Crimi
Ronald P. Campanaro ©

In Memory of Charlie Holmes '55
Herman A. Anderson '55 and
Ann M. Anderson ©

In Memory of Craig Lundwall
Thomas and Alma Abrams
William and Beverly Hasselberger
Steven and Renate Jacobson
Richard and Petria Lundwall

Karl and June Reidel

Donna and Carmine Scalzo
Judith Stripp

In Memory of Doris Crocker Bushaw 49
Herbert and Marcia Crocker

In Memory of Dr. Charles M. Lucas
Mildred G. Lucas

In Memory of Dr. Esposito
Lawrence J. Michelitch '67 ©

In Memory of Dr. John M. Tufts
Craigslist Charitable Fund ***
Patrick Tufts

In Memory of Dr. Ruth Allen
Winifred Brickmeier '83

In Memory of Eric N. Wellman

Mrs. Joanne Bonacci Gregory

James P. Durkin

GE Foundation Matching Gifts Program ©***
Robert M. Pettinicchi '64

Douglas D. Salmon '62

Rose Marie and John Zaharek

In Memory of Evelyn Seltzer
David Seltzer ©

In Memory of Gary DeLucia
Janet Del.ucia

In Memory of George Kandrak
Elsie Alberghini Kandrak ®

In Memory of Geroge Belizna ’55
Herman A. Anderson '55
and Ann M. Anderson

In Memory of Jack and
Madeleine Friel
Michael and Jacqueline Friel ft

In Memory of Jackie Noonan
Lamar S. Fife '86 #

In Memory of James Furman
Nancy L. and Kenneth A. Wildman

In Memory of Jill Hornig Buttrick
Edyce D. Hornig

In Memory of Joel Kannengeiser
Mario A. Mesi f

In Memory of John Kannengeiser
Mario A. Mesi

In Memory of Katherine D. Jugler BS, MS
Brendan Jugler '73

In Memory of Kenneth R. Fryer
Russell G. Fryer and Alicia Vera

In Memory of Kollin Francis DeNegre
Dr. and Mrs. L. Mark DeNegre

In Memory of Mary Carroll Fontaine
Mary Gribosky Cohen

In Memory of
Mary Jane Fernand Duffy
Mary T. Murphy

In Memory of
Mary-Lynn Billone Spezzano
Joan Johnston

In Memory of Maxwell Seltzer
David Seltzer ©

In Memory of Melissa E. Fenwick
Adelino DosSantos "84
Christine Wells

In Memory of Merrill Walrath
Mr. and Mrs. Charles G. Ball, Jr. ®

In Memory of Michael Huber
Maureen Wall Huber ©®

In Memory of Miss Mary Edgett ‘24
Gilbert M. Brown '78 ®

In Memory of Neil E. Wagner
Cafe on the Green

Tony and Nanci DiPerrio

Frederick K. Lobdell '78 ©®

Al'and Joan Mead ®

Lawrence J. Michelitch '67, '68 ©
Paul and Emilia Montalto ©

Jeane M. Roberts '77

Paul Romaniello

Craig and Peggy '97 Stewart
Richard H. and Elizabeth H. Sullivan ®
WCSU Alumni Association

In Memory of Norman Lubus '55
Herman A. Anderson '55
and Ann M. Anderson ©

In Memory of Paul Kannengeiser
Mario A. Mesi f

In Memory of Peter M. Stewart
Constance K. Conway '96 © fii
Owen T. Larkin

Gregory and Ellen Myhill ‘90, '01
Craig and Peggy '97 Stewart

In Memory of
Prof. Bigelow P. Cushman
Laurie Loveland

THE BOA EAMILY
DESI=H STUDIC

The Boa family of Danbury
was recognized for its sup-
port of the university with the
naming of a design studio

in the Visual and Performing
Arts Center. Pictured are Ray
Boa, Zulmira Boa, Joe Boa
and Maria Boa.

In Memory of Ralph and
Augusta Schenider
Barbara and Nick Nero ®

In Memory of Roger M. Henley
Vivian M. Henley ®

In Memory of Ruth Arbitelle
Ronald A. Arbitelle ©

In Memory of Scott Andrews
Matthew G. Straznitskas and
Sharon L. Young

In Memory of Ted Hines
Gregory C. Pandolfo '86 ©

In Memory of The Teachers and Children

Lost at Sandy Hook Elementary
Dianne L. Bailey '72

In Memory of Tiffany Costa
Class of '95
Thomas and Joyce Costa

In Memory of Veronica Hagman
Verizon Foundation ***

IN HONOR OF

In Honor of
Amanda Kannengeiser’s Birthday
Mario A. Mesi

In Honor of Brant Jeffrey’s Birthday
Mario A. Mesi

In Honor of Conrad Sabin’s Birthday
Mario A. Mesi fi

In Honor of Dr. Herbert Janick,
Professor Emeritus
Steve and Joyce Flanagan

In Honor of Dr. Mel Goldstein
David M. Plews i

In Honor of Eileen Kannengeiser’s Birthday

Mario A. Mesi

In Honor of Gabriel Paul Craig
Jim and Sue Wolf

In Honor of
Gordon Shannonhouse’s Birthday
Mario A. Mesi

In Honor of Harold B. Schramm
Adelino DosSantos "84

In Honor of Harold Wylie, Jr.’s
85th Birthday
Mario A. Mesi i

In Honor of Jane Heliman
and Ann Rothstein
Mario A. Mesi

In Honor of Jim Kannengeiser
and Heather Patch’s
3rd Wedding Anniversary
Mario A. Mesi f

In Honor of Jody Rajcula
Trish Neary

In Honor of John Kannengeiser’s
Birthday
Mario A. Mesi

In Honor of Julie and Peter Stern
Mario A. Mesi

In Honor of Julio Lopez’s Birthday
Mario A. Mesi fi

In Honor of Kendall Krafick’s
19th Birthday
Patricia A. Bowen @

In Honor of Kristen Kannengeiser’s
Birthday
Mario A. Mesi f



In Honor of Kurt Anderson’s
60th Birthday
Mario A. Mesi fi

In Honor of Laura Telman 09
Richard Telman and Ellen Eberle

In Honor of Maggie Urfer
Jacqueline Agnew

In Honor of Mrs. Mildred Hull
Mario A. Mesi

In Honor of New Department Chair
Joan Palladino
GE Foundation Matching Gifts Program © ***

In Honor of Professor Margaret
Grimes MFA Department
H. K. Anne

In Honor of Ray Kelly and Ron Weitendorf
Mario A. Mesi #

In Honor of Robert Ludwig
and Michael Ishizawa
Mario A. Mesi

In Honor of Sharon and Doug Cheney
Mario A. Mesi

In Honor of Shirley and Lee McCray
50th Wedding Anniversary
Silvio and Mary Pattacini

In Honor of Susan and Bill Spielberg
Mario A. Mesi fi

In Honor of Thomas Devine
Barbara White ®

In Honor of Wesley Rouse
and Dr. Robert McWilliam
Mario A. Mesi

In Honor of Western Connecticut
State University
Carol Niederer Jones ©

FRIENDS & PARENTS

Thomas and Alma Abrams
Jacqueline Agnew
Joanne Albanesi
Hannah Albee
Gale Albrecht
Marc and Jan Aldrich
Antonio Alves
Sandra A. Anderson Howell
and Charles Howell
Barb Angelo and Family
Najlah A. and Raymond A. Antous
Ray and Liz Archambault
Matthew S. Arconti
Henry Arnhold
Lisa A. Arvay
Patricia Ascione
William Amsar
Heidi M. and Kevin J. Audie
George N. and Carol L. Ayoub
Corinne Badalucco
Dr. Wesley Ball
Joseph and Angela Barna
Eric Barnes
William Bartosik
Mary Beth Bass
Douglas Battaglia and Judith Brown
Joseph and Kitty Battaglia
Janee Baugher
Mary and Rudy Behrens f
Matthew Berger and Karen Muller
Walter B. Bernstein it
Joanne Beverage
Monica Bevilacqua
Mike Bieker
Deidra Bish
Duane D. and Danielle C. Blanchette
Meg Bloom
Lynne Boehm
Elisabeth Booth-Barton
Ivette V. Borrero
and Christian G. Weinschenk
Ann C. Bowden

Century Club ©  WestConn Society ®  Fairfield Hall Society ®  President’s Club ®  Loyalty Society ft

Randal Brecker

Kaleb Brooks

Sue Browning

Kevin C. and Jo-Ellen M. Burt
Timothy M. and Lisa A. Cahill
Sean Calyer and Betty Chasan
Patricia A. Cannizzaro

Anthony E. Jr. and Roberta Caraluzzi ®
Helene Cardona

Walter Carroll

William Cawley

Christine Chan

Douglas and Sharon Cheney
Tonya L. Clark

Donna and Keenan M. Cleary
Donald Colla

Paula and Joseph Connolly
Patricia Conway

Janice L. Coover and Alex Harman
Kenneth Corbin

Thomas and Joyce Costa
Courtney P. and Eric L. Cowles
Herbert and Marcia Crocker
Brian Crotty

Dr. Israel Cruz ®

Dr. Neil Culligan

Susan B. Curtiss

Anna Cusio

Chrystyna Cusio

Daria Cusio

Lonnie Cusio

Kelli Custer

Gary Damici

Dennis Daugherty ®

Lisa Marie Davey

Peter Davis

Ralph and Gretchen De Lucia
Thomas and Patricia DeAngelis
Vincent and Margaria DeCaro
John N. Deep and Susan D. DeSanto
John, Jr. and Christine R. Deep
Marjorie Deluca

Janet Del.ucia

Eric DeMarco

Dr. and Mrs. L. Mark DeNegre
Judith S. and Michael P. DeRario
Susan DeSanto

Luis and Margaret Diaz
Anthony and Catherine DiDonato
Jeffrey and Cynthia Dill
Herbert W. Dillon

Herbert Dobson

Janeen Dorsey

Gloria H. and Justin Raymond Driscoll
Erin H. Dubugue

Carl M. Dunham, Jr.

Cathy Durrett

Neil R. Dworkin, Ph.D.

Richard Telman and Ellen Eberle
Stephanie Elliott

Pippa J. Ellis

Patricia Endress

Dr. Michael Erlich

Jack Estes

Melanie Evans

Korb and Josette Eynon ©®
Vincent Fagnani

Tarah Faust

Marianne Federici

Richard Flowers

Robert P. and Barbara S. Fornshell ® it
Valerie Fox

Steven and Sandra Frank
Michael and Jacqueline Friel f
Robert E. Frulla

Russell G. Fryer and Alicia Vera
Ben Furnish

John A. and Mariehelena M. Fusco
Sarah Gager ®

Steven Gagnon

Holly and Michael Garavel

The Garr Family

Lloyd and Mary Garren

Martha Gaudio

Sunita George

Dipak Ghosh

Anthony and Karen Giaquinto
Michael and Robin Giaquinto
Carole and Gregory T. Gilday
Mary Ann Giordano

Hillel Goldman ®

Irving J. Goldstein ®

Marilyn Goodnite

Gregg and Song Hui Gordon

Matthew and Melissa Gordon

Christopher M. and Susan Griffiths

Anne Guerrera

Eric Gustavson

AJ Hadari

Dr. and Mrs. Erland Hagman ®

John Haigis

Irene Hakim

W. Jason and Ellen M. Hancock ®

Matthew Hartsburg

Diane Hassan

William and Beverly Hasselberger

Carol A. Hawkes ®

Elizabeth B. Hawkes and
Frederick B. Brown

Gil and Kathy-Crawford Hawkins

Craig B. and Janet E. Hayman

Teresa Healy

Peter Hearn

James and Mona Heath

Michael and Erin Hecht

Olga D. and Mark C. Hehl

Jane Herzig

Thomas J. and Laura L. Heydenburg

Jack & Catherine Hickey-Williams

Jay and Marjorie Hirshfield

Kia Hodge

Janet Holmes

Peter and Doris Holmstedt

Jane Hoppen

Janet Mitchell Hoyt

Gregg W. Hunt

Corbin Infantino

Candida Innaco

Rosemary Isacsson ® ft

Steven and Renate Jacobson

Dr. Herbert Janick

Dana C. Jenkins 14

Kerstan Jensen

Rachel Johnstone

Natalia Jones

Jennifer Kalotai

John P. Katsulas

The Katz Family

Atty. Sanford and Mrs. Constance
Kaufman ® i

Bernard and Beth Donna Kavaler

Sylvia S. and John R. Kelbley

Robert and Phyllis Kelleher

Lorraine Kelley and
German D. Coca-Morales

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Kelly f

Steven J. and Kathleen A. Kloeblen

Cynthia L. and David A. Knaus

Kathleen and Ronald Konopka

Erin Kottke

Bettye G. Kramer

James Krayeske

Jean D. Kreizinger

Lori Jean Lacaria

Patrick and Susan Lacey

Dawn Lanigan

Owen T. and Theresa M. Larkin f

Kathleen Leach

John A. Leopold ©®

Michele D. Levy

Colleen Lord

Fiona Siangyun Lorrain

David and Lee-Ann Lovelace

Mildred G. Lucas

Richard and Petria Lundwall

Jane B. Lyman

Dr. Shahin Madison

Michael and Diane Magnani

Mary Malone

Neil and Lisi Marcus ®

James and Linda A. Marquis ®

Dr. Susan Maskel

Kirsten J. and Seth W. Mason

Hugh R. and June C. McCarney f

Nanci McCloskey

Paul and Beatrice E. McKirgan

Robert McQuilkin

Rencita Steve and Grant Meachum

Orlando Menes

Robert J. and Christine M. Merrer

Lynn R. and Michael S. Merriam

Donna Merritt

Mario A. Mesi

Craig D. and Michelle M. Mitchell

Eric Moberg

Deborah A. Modzelewski

David and Marylou Monahan
Estela Morel
Chris Morrison
Lewis and Mary Ellen Mottley &
George Mulvaney ®
Dr. John and Nancy Murphy
Preston Murphy
Scott N. Nadel and Jennifer L. Torneden
William T. and Anne L. Nevin
Stephen and Robin Niemitz
Paul N. and Marybeth G. Nisco
Daniel and Tina O'Brien
Douglas A Ouimette, Jr. ‘09
Christopher D. and Diane E. Ozmun
Mary Beth and Keith R. Palmer
Ammi Paquette
Glen Passner
Silvio and Mary Pattacini
Dr. James Pegolotti
Gary and Debbie Peloso
Linda W. and W. Lee Penn
John M. Perkins
Franklin G. Pilicy ® ©
Michael J. and Laura J. Pinto
Joseph Platano
Perugia Press
Norma B. and Marvin L. Prince ®
Susan Printy
Marietta and Kevin Pultz
David and Evelyn Quigley
Gary R. and Kimberly G. Rapp
Kurt R. Raschi and Catherine Riordan
Edward J., Jr. and

Katherine M. Rasmussen
Linda and Kevin Reichler
Karl and June Reidel
Karen V. and Matthew J. Reilly
Jonathan Rhodes
Agostinho J. and Sarah Ribeiro ®
Nancy Richardson
Karl Rickel
Elizabeth A. Rizzi
Gerard and Martha Robilotti @
Kim Rodrigues
William and Janice Rogers
Kathleen Romagnano
Paul Roman
Stephen and Judith Rosentel
Wesley F. Rouse, Jr.
Albert Salame ®
Frank R. and Carole A. Salvatore
Frank R., Jr. and Sheryl Salvatore
Lee and Ferne Samowitz
William San Giacomo
Jane Satterfield
Donna and Carmine Scalzo
Robert Schappert f
Vincent and Merretta Schmelzkopf
Dr. Harold and Patricia Schramm
Linda J. Schramm
Patricia G. Schulze
Steve Schwartzenberg
Annette J. Schweitzer
William E. Schweitzer, Jr.
Glenn H. and Suzanne M. Segal
Gordon Shannonhouse
Shaye Sheehan
Wayne J. Shepperd
Michael Siegel

Mildred L. and Morton M. Siegel ®
Mary, Cara and Shanna Silverberg
Stephen and Ann Simon
Anne Skandera
Edward and Janet Smith
Ronald and Veronica Smith
Tanya Smith
Michelle L. and Edward T. Snyder
Judith Somers t
Thomas W. Somers

and Brigid E. Roche-Somers
Alan and Else Sonn
Carol A. and Brian L. Spaulding
Terri L. Stanco
Nicole C. and Brian Stanton
Page Starzinger
Marjorie and Richard Steinberg ©
Jack and Carol Stetson ®
Olympia Stoller
Kenneth M. Strange, lll
Matthew G. Straznitskas and Sharon L. Young
Judith Stripp
WP Strouse
Duncan Stuart
Ann Studer
Richard and Marie Sturdevant f
Richard H. and Elizabeth H. Sullivan ® &
Marian Szczepanski
Johanne D. Taft
Arthur and Grace Tagliavento
Nabil and Hind Takla ®
Claudette M. Talmadge
Keith and Beth Tautkus
W. Joe Taylor
Arthur and Dotti Templeton
Rita C. Thal W @t
Dolan Tileworks
Jessica B. Tobin
Lan Trinh
Patrick Tufts
Steven and Ellen Twitchell
Jack and Doris C. Tyransky ®
Jim and Kim Ullmann
Dane L. Unger
Philip Unger
Eero J. and Tina M. Vaitkus
Shannon Valine
Nancy Van Camp ©
Mr. and Mrs. Edward M. Vipler
Joseph A. and Colleen Vitti
Brad Waldron
Susan Warner
Russell R. and Jennifer A. Watkins
Margaret Weeks
Christine Wells
John G. and Kristine V. Wells
Robert G. and Doris J. Welner
Mark C. and Lynn G. Werner
Barbara White @
John J. and Bonnie A. Wiegard
Becky Willard
James R. and Mary Ann Wohlever
Justin B. and Robyn M. Wood
James C. and Cheryl A. Z. Wrieth
Roy and Virginia Young ®
Brenda Zickerman
Ruth L. Zisman 17
Robert Zohn

Realized Bequest * Deceased ** Corporate Matching Gifts ***
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FACULTY & STAFF

Dr. Missy Alexander ®
Anonymous

Anonymous ©

Ann J. Atkinson ®

Dr. Keith Betts ®

Esther R. Boriss ® it
Darby Cardonsky

Dr. Brian N. Clements
Eileen S. Coladarci ‘89
Constance K. Conway '96 ©
Frederic W. Cratty ‘95 ® @
Dr. Dennis W. Dawson
Thomas DeChiaro ®

John A. DeRosa ®

Irene Duffy '87

Terrence P. Dwyer

Dr. Frank J. Dye '63 ® th
Jason Z. Esposito

Dr. Jane Ellen McBride Gates ®
Maureen Casey Gernert @
Daniel P. Goble ®

Sharon L. Guck ®

Dr. Josephine Hamer ©
David A. Heneberry ®

Dr. Jess House ®

Dr. Todor Ivanov

Patricia W. lvry f

Veronica H. Kenausis

Dr. Karen Koza

Dr. Christopher L. Kukk
Carolyn Lanier ®

Dennis P. Leszko '95 @

Dr. Leslie Lindenauer

Derek J. Ljongquist

Sean C. Loughran

Luigi Marcone

Elizabeth McDonough '73 ® f
Janet A. McKay '05 ®
Charles P. Mullaney

Jay Murray @

Ellen Dannatt Myhill 90, 01
Mary A. Nielson 92

Patricia A. O'Neill '85
Polonia Nixon

Joan M. Palladino

Richard Parmalee, Jr. ‘95 ®
Lisa G. Peck '93 ©
Jeffrey M. Postolowski

Paul P. Prisco

Jody Rajcula

Paul J. Reis ®

Kimberley A. Rybczyk '88 ©
Dr. James W. Schmotter ® fit
Birte P. Selvaraj '97

Monica P. Sousa '04
Charles P. Spiridon ®
Juan C. Stein-Obreros '07
Paul M. Steinmetz '07 ®
Peggy H. Stewart '97
Heather M. Stone '94
Frederick E. Tesch

Albert J. Trimpert Il '80
Stephen P. Veillette '92
Linda H. Warren

Dr. Laurie Weinstein

Dr. Robert Whittemore
Rebecca Woodward '88

GIFTS IN KIND

Adam Broderick Salon and Spa
All Season Party Rentals LLC
Arthur Murray Dance Studio
Barbarie’s Black Angus Grill
Bradford Renaissance Portraits
Brooklyn Botanical Gardens
Connecticut’s Beardsley Zoo
Crystal Rock Holdings, Inc.
Ethan Allen Hotel

Five Star Club Rentals

Gouveia Vineyards

Hampton Inn

Heritage Village Country Club

J. C. Hansen Corporation

Jones Winery

La Quinta Inns and Suites

Lake Compounce

Mobile 1 Lube Express and Car Wash
Mohegan Sun

Nails by Tammie

New Britain Museum of American Art
New Britain Rock Cats Baseball
Omaha Beef Company

Outback Steakhouse

Praxair, Inc.

Safilo USA, Inc.

Springhill Suites by Marriott
Stew Leonard’s

Jerome S. Thaler

The Children’s Museum

The News-Times

The Winery at St. George
Warner Theatre

WGSU Office of Alumni Relations
Western Connecticut State University
Westport Country Playhouse
Yamin & Yamin LLP

ALUMNI DONORS
BY CLASS

Class of 1942
Dr. Mortimer S. Johnson

Class of 1943

Isabelle T. Farrington ®
Nancy E. Lenihan ®
Elizabeth K. Olson

Class of 1945
Vivian M. Henley ®
Edna M. Miller

Class of 1948
Irene M. Anderson ©
Eleanor M. Hegedus
Miriam R. Zimmer

Class of 1949
Virginia H. Walters ®

Class of 1951

James F. Brawley f

Dr. Helen W. Chapman ©
Shirleymae B. Ela ®
Frances B. Perchal
Patricia H. Williams

Class of 1952
Myra Mattes Ross ®
Carolyn C. Wagner

Class of 1953
Dr. Vincent C. Cibbarelli ©

Class of 1954
Charles F. Eddy Il
Mary Jane Newkirk ©
Jean M. Pellerin ©
Constance M. Quarrie
Nancy K. Takacs

Class of 1955

Herman A. Anderson, Jr. ©
Ann C. Gill

Francis C. Pane, Jr.

Helen R. Wahlstrom ©

Class of 1956
Joanne M. Baldauf ©
Mary Anne M. Eddy
June Jones ©
Mary T. Murphy ©
Veronica Smith

Century Club ©  WestConn Society ®  Fairfield Hall Society ®  President’s Club ®  Loyalty Society fi

Class of 1957
Marie R. Cochran ®
Marie C. Gervasini ®
Douglas M. Jeffrey ©
Ernest Lehman ©
Margaret Pane

Class of 1958
Patricia A. Bowen @ f
Edyce D. Hornig

Greta A. Mitchell
William F. Weiss, Jr. ©

Class of 1959

Janet Hart

Elsie A. Kandrak ®
James B. Leonard
Frances J. Merante ©
Edward S. Moore
Margaret M. Schneider
Barbara L. Susnitzky ® ft
Raymond J. Valus ®

Class of 1960

Claudia S. Anderson ©

Jon M. Anderson ©®

Elizabeth Ann Comcowich ®
Dr. Eugene S. McNamara
E.Thomas O’Hara ©

JanetA. Valus ©®

Carol Katherine Woodworth ©

Class of 1961

John Joseph Hammer Jr.
Patricia M. Kugeman
James J. Mackey

Dr. Walter J. McCarroll ©
Dr. Richard J. Miguel
Barbara Nero @

Rose E. Paonessa ©
Paul W. Romaniello
Harriet T. Rosenberg ®
Ralph A. Toscano ©

Lois Heckler Weiss ©
Brenda H. Zamary ®
John Zamary ®

Class of 1962

Ellen J. Masterson © f
Margaret S. Murphy @
Barbara A. Romboni
Douglas D. Salmon

Class of 1963

Dr. Barbara I. Anderson
Maureen M. Aronson
Ellon Atkins

Anthony P. Baiad, Jr.
Joseph S. Dube ©

Dr. Frank J. Dye @
Charles (Tony) A. Gorman, Jr.
Kitch Gorman

Robert E. Groeschner © th
Barbara M. Holmes
William D. Hutchinson
Alan R. Martin

Mary Anne Moore
William D. Murphy
Sondra P. Phinney-Miller
Joyce Ponton Fitzgerald
Michael J. Repp

Dr. George G. Takacs
Alexander J. Thomson Il
Elizabeth A. Thomson
Irving J. Thurrott

Judith E. Tormey
Constance V. Vingo
Linda Whittaker

Class of 1964
Susan P. Andrews
Charles G. Ball, Jr. ®
Rosemary A. Bay
Marilynn L. Chisholm
Jane F. Daly
Bernadette A. DeMunde
Robyn J. Eberhard-DeCillis
Joan A. Johnston
John C. Krebs
Joseph A. Mannello
Lorraine Merluzzi
Patricia H. Murphy
Paul . Naves

Robert M. Pettinicchi
Elaine A. Salem ® f
Caren M. Snook ©
James D. Thomson
Brian B. Tormey
Nancy S. Usman
Marcelene Vingo
Diana Wellman
Donald H. Wilson ©

Class of 1965

Mary C. Cohen

Ruth F. Effron ©

Dianne Gribosky

Kathleen S. Mauks-Dye @ it
Joseph A. Merluzzi

Gail Minthorn

Elizabeth J. Naves

August F. Serra ©

Nancy B. Taterosian

Realized Bequest * Deceased ** Corporate Matching Gifts ***
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Class of 1966
Lois-Jean Berry
Patricia M. Egan f
Betty Jean Wasczyk

Class of 1967

Dr. Alice L. Carolan
Albert S. Mead, Jr. ® i
Lawrence J. Michelitch ©
John Oshorne ©

John W. Quinlan, Jr. ©
Bruce M. Stott ©

Class of 1968

Frederick F. Carpenter
Chester L. Gage, Jr.
Michael P. Jaykus @
Joan S. Mead ®
Robert T. Orgovan

Harold A. Parisi, Jr.
Herbert A. Perlman, Sr. f
Mary Thomson

Class of 1969
Richard J. Aronson
Louis N. Beck ©
James F. Botta
Virginia J. Crowley
Mary Beth Gerrity
Thomas P. Halligan, Jr.
Georgia N. Keogh
Emilia F. Montalto ®
Paul A. Montalto ©
Camille Theresa Petrecca ®
Dianna J. Poodiack
Erin K. Quinlan ©

Class of 1970

Dr. Cheryl T. Beck ®
Samuel Beck ©

Ruth Ann Flynn ®
Thomas E. Fogarty ©
Joseph L. Giaquinto, Jr. ®
Johanne E. Hagan

Dr. Sandra M. Justin ©®
Charles R. Mann
James A. Poodiack
Judith E. Stevens ®

Class of 1971

Ronald A. Arbitelle ©
Claire L. Bergin

John Gary Bird ©

Jack H. Bouclier ®
Ronald P. Campanaro ©

Lois A. Crucitti f
Sharon E. DeJoseph
Patricia S. Gage
Michael F. Hagan
Sheila I. Howard
Patricia M. O'Neill
Rocco F. Orso

Beverly L. Pavasaris
Marc G. Reynolds ©
James P. Richardson ©
Michael R. Van Geons fit

Class of 1972

Dianne L. Bailey

Kathleen M. Crowley ©®
Richard A. David ©

Theresa Eberhard Asch ®
George J. Madeux

Alan M. Mattei @

David W. Nurnberger ® it
Nancy L. Nurnberger ®
John G. Swicklas, Jr.

Class of 1973

Les Andrews @

Adele M. Bernstein
Jane L. Casagrande ©
Thomas F. DeJoseph
Rita S. Drozdenko
Sandra A. Falzone
Mark F. Graser ©®
Nancy A. Harkness
Robert P. Hopkins
Brendan J. Jugler ®
Joyce B. Jugler ©
Karen A. Mann
Elizabeth McDonough ®
Susan K. Morris ®

Dr. Karl A. Olson ©
Paul G. Power ©
Eugene A. Quarrie
Victoria S. Reinhold ®
John A. Setaro ©
James P. Slattery
Allan J. Weir

Class of 1974

Gary W. Bocaccio © i
Joanne Bonacci Gregory
Kenneth A. Borsari
Thomas W. Crucitti ft
Charlotte L. Cuneo
William C. Dahncke ©
Anthony J. DiPerrio

Dr. Ronald G. Drozdenko
Alison U. Haber

Robert H. Kostes

Gary H. Kozak ©
Laureen J. Loveland
Charlotte A. March
Richard M. Palanzo ©
Roger F. Pollick ®
Ronald J. Pugliese ®
Roger S. Pyes
Franklin W. Renz
Edward H. Seagraves
Claude Wallace, Jr.

Class of 1975

Paul L. Cesca ®

Karen J. Chambrovich ®
Louise A. Freund
Deborah A. Goggliettino ®
John C. Goggliettino ®
Lynn K. Hennessey © it
Jan Maria Jagush @
Carol J. Lawlor ©
William S. Lemak, Jr.
Ann H. McNamara
Margaret P. O’Neill

John J. Pytel

Class of 1976
Stephen R. Durci ©
Gary W. Gillotti ©
Laura M. Gross

Dr. Donna M. Hills
Kevin G. Jenkins ®
Carol L. Jones ©
Joseph M. Kocet ©
John V. Melillo ®
Richard J. Nigro
Diane G. O’Brien
Susan 0. Pavis

Olga M. Roman-Bates
David B. Seltzer ©

Class of 1977
Rosanne L. Adams
Ray P. Boa

Diana H. Borsari
Andrea Fiori Brandl ©
Susan R. Cavanna
Kevin A. Cragin

Lynn D. Fraunfelter
Margaret A. Imbro
Imogene M. Jaykus @
Sandra Jean Kissel
Jane A. Neuburger
Christina M. Noce
Robert W. Pytel ®
Jeane M. Roberts

Century Club @  WestConn Society @  Fairfield Hall Society ®  President’s Club ®  Loyalty Society

A recent graduate of the Educational Doctorate program
in Instructional-l.eadership at Western Connecticut State
University, Dr. Helen: ingipakof\Weste
Connecticut Academ
recognized as “Elementary

A

Ronald F. Strand
Judith J. Telesmanick
Debra S. Tierney

Class of 1978

Martin G. Bernstein
Gilbert M. Brown @
Jeanne V. Camperchioli
Roseann C. DiMatteo
Patricia E. Domnarski ©
George A. Eller

Brenda M. Fegley
Joyce C. Flanagan
Stephen T. Flanagan
Barbara G. Gorham
Gary W. Hawley ®
Margaret Hull Thompson ©
Frederick K. Lobdell ©®
Dorothy A. Mellett

Sara F. Morgatto ®
David J. Pavis

David M. Plews f
David B. Pokrywka
Joan M. Roberts ©
George F. Whalen, Jr.
Mary Ann Wohlever

Class of 1979
Jean M. Antin ©
Kathleen C. Cragin
Carey M. Hewitt ©
Laureen D. Kellner
Janice G. Light
Louise A. Millis

K. Linnea Takacs
Robert J. Yamin ®

Class of 1980

Barbara J. Combs

Anne M. DelSignore
Cathy D. Itri

Cynthia H. Kostes
Jonathan P. Rose
Annette J. Shapiro
Michael J. Tomkovitch ©
Albert J. Trimpert ll

Class of 1981

James P. Durkin

W. Jason Hancock ® i
Ruth 1. Holzthum

Holly M. Kocet ©

Dr. Edgar R. Miller Il ©
Mark G. Paulson ©
Lawrence J. Post ft
Sheryl A. Sabato ©

Madeleine G. Warzecha Thal
James H. Wolf
Rose Marie Zaharek

Class of 1982

Helen G. Ayoub
Marianne C. Billings
Joseph Chiaramonte
Donna M. Cincogrono
Daniel N. Fegley
Charles F. Fenwick
Jacqueline B. Morrison
Susan R. Murray
Alicia J. Snakard ©®

Class of 1983
Mary-Anne Ammerman
Catherine J. Amodeo
James J. Arconti
Winifred E. Brickmeier
Helen W. Buzaid ©
Mary M. Coe

Marlene H. Gaberel
Kimberly A. Gillick
Robert E. Lovell @
Patricia A. Markert
Valerie B. Palmieri ©
Andrew W. Salamon ©
Juli Shi

Jeffrey P. Twombly
Charles J. Volpe, Jr. ©

Class of 1984

Karen A. Bogues
Bonnie C. Chainey
Adelino A. DosSantos, Jr.
Kenneth J. Erdmann ©
Shirley C. Ferris
Edward W. Gasser
Vincent J. McElhone
Susan M. Melillo ®
Joyce M. Pinckney

Dr. Andrew Blair Staley

Class of 1985

Scott C. Brunjes ®
Veronica L. Erdmann ®
Karen D. Frank ©
Carolyn F. Kenworthy
Nancy M. Krulikowski
Christine M. Mattei ®
Susan R. McElhone
Jeffrey R. Miller ©
Renee Nesheiwat Youssef
Patricia A. O’Neill
Robert Scott Porter ©
Nancy L. Wildman

Realized Bequest * Deceased ** Corporate Matching Gifts ***
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Class of 1986

Naomi M. Barber

Tina M. Chasse Mulinski
Sharon J. Dellinger
Lamar S. Fife ©
Jeffrey Glaude

Tammy M. Higgins
Glenn J. Nanavaty ®
Gregory C. Pandolfo ©
Kevin A. Patrick

Janet R. Putko

Jane R. Sadowski
Cheryl K. Sgrignari ®
Julie T. Sorcek ®
Pamela W. Watkins
Patricia H. Weiner ®

Gail L. Lehman ©
Steven W. Pape
Lorraine R. Sautner
William P. Trycinski

Class of 1990
Maureen Armstrong ©
Kenneth J. DiRico

Gary Justiniano ®
Roseanne C. Koveleski
Mary Alice Lavado
Ellen Dannatt Myhill
Nan F. Salamon ®
Laurie Szabo

William A. Willauer Susan E. Williams
Class of 1987 Class of 1991

Holli M. Babb Gail P. Andersen
Irene Duffy Christina N. Beaudoin

John F. Esterheld
Barbara J. Glaude
Daniel Hepp

Patrick D. Higgins
Maureen F. Huber ©
Ellen M. Klaus
James E. Laverty ©
Mark W. LoPresti ©

Sharon M. Bradley ©
Susan B. Curtiss
Joseph S. Giordano |l
Karen Johnston ©
Christopher M. Kyle
Ann Lierow

Dawn M. Passano

Chin Okwuka ® Class of 1992
Kurt M. Wolfer Melissa D. Appel
Robert S. Wylie, Jr. John C. Dye

Marilyn 0. Galanti

Class of 1988 Kathleen C. Hood
Anthony W. Cirone, Jr. ® Joy C. Kyle
Elly L. Culhane Mary A. Nielson

Roy S. Dellinger
Scott R. Fawcett ®

Stephen P. Veillette

Christine M. Floer Class of 1993
Dawn N. Hurdle Dr. Mark D. Benigni
Michael T. Kaltschnee Tricia E. Blood

Michael S. Brooks
Judith R. Foye ®
Valerie J. Hale

Tracy M. Horosky ®
Lisa G. Peck © ft
Gisela G. Seagraves
Josiane V. Whitson ®

William F. Karnoscak
Geraldine M. Kendall
Patricia L. Neary
Kimberley A. Rybczyk ©
Rose M. Sayers
Rebecca Woodward

Class of 1989
Joan-Marie R. Bresnahan
Christine A. Calandriello
Jeanine E. Chau

Fung Y. Chow

Eileen S. Coladarci

Class of 1994
Beatrice E. McKirgan
Theresa T. Quell, RN
Heather M. Stone

Mary A. Donaty ® Class of 1995
Peter Donaty ® Alberto M. Chau
Sharon A. Everett Mary M. Consoli

Joanne T. Justiniano ®

Hannah Doyle Kauffman

Debra A. Cratty ® f
Frederic W. Cratty ®
Kathleen C. Dye

Dennis P. Leszko ®
Michelle Mattiaccio
Richard Parmalee, Jr. ®
James L. Purcell ll ©

Class of 1996
Christopher L. Amandola
Constance K. Conway © fit
John M. O'Neill, Jr.

Shawn T. Ryan

Class of 1997

Tammy L. Hammershoy-Mclnerney
Robert A. Lanczycki

Todd P. McInerney

Karyn C. Palanzo ©®

Birte P. Selvaraj

Peggy H. Stewart f

Class of 1998

Evan R. Bernstein

Lisa M. Bollacke
Margaret E. Connaghan
John Eidt Il

Thomas M. Feeley, Jr.
Kathryn A. Leszko ®
Brian W. Morehouse
Cory J. Plock ®

Class of 1999

Dr. Rita T. Bongarten
Jeanette L. Cirone ®
Richard M. Horosky ®
Genene M. Morehouse
Irene M. Patalano
Michelle Skrobacz

Class of 2000

John Cucurullo, Jr.
Monika Hajzer
Kathleen C. LiVolsi ©®
Dallas G. Moore
Lizette M. Plock ® t
Michael Reynolds
Jonathan R. Stark ®

Class of 2001
Laura A. Anderson
Carol P. Broesler
Erica Buonocore
Gregory M. Orban

Century Club ©  WestConn Society @  Fairfield Hall Society ®  President’s Club ®  Loyalty Society f

ed in “WCSU M Igmni Night” a chanee
for miaay of them 'to performyfr the first tim
newly mmted Visual and Pefforming Arts:Genter.;
Alumni performed in'three ensembles =choir, |a
and hand.

205+ .o see more photos; visit_w_g_:su.e_du/flickr.

Class of 2002

Jane A. Bucher

John A. Egan f

Janet A. Keyes

Jennifer Elizabeth Nash ®
Emile M. Waite

Class of 2003

Mary F. Fuller
Katherine B. Gusmano
Magaly Macaluso ®
David A. Moran

Sonia C. Moore
Christopher D. Smith

Class of 2004
Lisa A. Foster
Monica P. Sousa

Class of 2005
Barry R. Boriss ®
Katherine DeGroat
Elisa Beckett Flores
Joshua T. Flores
Janet A. McKay © i

Class of 2006

Helen K. Anne

Angela L. Bednarchak
Kathleen M. Damo
Heide A. Lock

Julius M. Prazeres
Colleen N. Tompkins
Rachel C. Ward

Class of 2007

Helen Curtin

Elizabeth B. Horton
Juan C. Stein-Obreros
Caitlin E. Pereira
Carol A. Tyrrell

Class of 2008
Michele Bergeron ©
Michael J. Lombardi ®
Matthew P. Pereira
Henry V. Ricci it

Anne C. Witkavitch

Class of 2009

Melanie M. Abissi
Cheyrisse Boone
Christopher J. Delille
Michelle Cordeiro DiMauro
Sue Ellen Landwehr
Darren M. Litzie

Sam B. Manandhar

Realized Bequest * D

Erik K. Mortenson
Douglas A Ouimette, Jr.
Deborah A. Picchione

Class of 2010

Gisela M. Dias

Janet Grace Ferrigon-Bigger
Kristen M. Lamanna

Debra J. Prince

Jessica C. Strom f

Class of 2011
Alexander S. Gentile
Laura B. Hayden
Stephen P. Pohlot
Ryan M. Prescott
Jessica B. Tobin

Class of 2012
Nezha E. Azab
Robert Di Vincenzi
Justin A. Freeman
Shelby N. Hilario

Class of 2013
Andrew J. Alexander ©

Class of 2014

Dana C. Jenkins
Erik Ofgang

Gifts ***




s heard from victims and legal experts during a forum on domestic

VIce coordinated by Dr. Casey Jordan, pictured below right.

WCSU hosts pane
discussion on "Wives

with Knives

By Robin Provey

Some fought back after years of abuse;
others were motivated by greed or jeal-
ousy. But “Wives with Knives” all have

something in common: they committed
crimes and reveal on TV the traumatic

events that led to their assaults.

On Oct. 15, WCSU Professor of Justice
and Law Administration Dr. Casey Jordan,
the host-interviewer for the Investigation
Discovery documentary series “Wives with
Knives,” led a panel discussion, “Wives
with Knives and Self-Defense Versus
Assault in Domestic Violence Cases,” on
the university’s Westside campus. Join-
ing Jordan on the panel was “Wives

with Knives” producer Carl Shick, a local
expert on domestic violence, Family Vio-
lence Victim Advocate/Danbury Superior
Court Advocate Lynn Nichols; Danbury
Women’s Center Program Manager of
Counseling and Advocacy Services Nicole
Sabel; and Donna Cobb and Jameelah
Jones, who had their stories profiled on
the television show.

According to the show’s website, “Wives
with Knives” features gripping stories of

women who fight back at close range.
Some women endured years of sexual,
emotional and physical abuse before fight-
ing back. Others were motivated by greed
and jealousy. Some of the victims died
and others lived to testify against their
attackers. Through personal accounts from
the women who committed the crimes, as
well as the victims, each episode reveals
the traumatic events that led to the pair’s
disturbing demise.”

Jordan is a frequent guest speaker at
criminology associations, forensic confer-
ences and justice forums, including an-
nual presentations at Danbury Hospital’s
Pediatrics Conference and the Exploration
Program at Yale University. She appeared
in TruTV’s reality show “Unsolved Murder
Unit,” where she teamed with a foren-

sic pathologist and police detective to
reprocess evidence and develop leads in
unsolved homicide cases. She currently
offers case analysis for Investigation Dis-
covery’s series “I (Almost) Got Away With
It” and “Scorned: Love Kills,” as well as
“Wives with Knives.” m
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Jimmy Greene dedicates new jazz album
to ‘Beautiful Life’ of Ana

By Robert Taylor

Jazz saxophonist, composer and
bandleader Jimmy Greene’s conviction
that tragedy must not silence the joy-

ous music of his daughter Ana Grace
Marquez-Greene’s brief life has pro-
vided the inspiration for the Western
Connecticut State University faculty mem-
ber’s release of his new album, “Beautiful

Life,” and performance in concert on Dec.

5 with the Jimmy Greene Quartet
at WCSU.

The album, which was released Nov.
24 on Mack Avenue Records, offers an
intensely personal journey of remem-
brance and celebration of Ana’s life

Jimmy Greene, center, joined by John Patitucci on bass
and Jeff “Tain” Watts on drums.

through a diverse collection of origi-

nal compositions and arrangements by
Greene, as well as fresh interpretations
of spiritual songs and Broadway musi-
cal classics. The voice of Ana, who was
among the first-grade victims of the
Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting
on Dec. 14, 2012, provides a powerful
opening to the album in a home record-
ing of her singing of the traditional Latin
American Christmas melody “Saludos,”
made during a holiday visit in Puerto
Rico with the family of her mother, Nelba
Marquez-Greene.

Selections from the album were featured
in the program for the sold-out gala con-
cert on Dec. 5 that marked the opening
of the Veronica Hagman Concert Hall at
the Visual and Performing Arts Center
(VPAC) on the university’s Westside
campus. Greene, assistant professor of
music and co-coordinator of jazz studies
at WCSU, was joined for the evening’s
featured set by an elite group of artists
rounding out his jazz quartet including
Renee Rosnes on piano, John Patitucci on
bass and Jeff “Tain” Watts on drums. The
concert began with a set performed by
Western student jazz combos in collabo-
ration with members of the quartet. “We
incorporated a lot of different elements in
the concert, and had some special invited
guests at the end,” Greene remarked.

“It was an honor to perform for the formal
dedication of this Concert Hall and cele-
brate all the hard work and achievements
of everyone who contributed to the con-
struction of this building,” he said.

“The Visual and Performing Arts Center
will become a hub for artistic activity in
the state and the region.”

The “Beautiful Life” album features
recordings by a dozen leading jazz artists,
orchestra and choir whose performances
provide richly evocative and varied per-
spectives on the personal and musical
journey of Greene’s family. “Everything
was chosen for a very specific reason
related to our family, and all of the
musicians on this album have a personal
connection with me and my family,”

he observed.

Greene’s decision to write lyrics for several
new compositions and to introduce vocals
for several selections from his earlier work
represented a departure from his previous
albums, which have featured exclusively
instrumental jazz tracks. “I knew that in
making music that was inspired by my
daughter and her life, I would have to
write songs with lyrics because she so
loved to sing and dance,” he said.

The album’s expression through music
of the enduring power of youthful joy




A_ dlﬂd[en’s choir performéd with college musicians.

and innocence is captured by the quietly
moving cover photograph of Ana and her
brother Isaiah taken in the backyard of
their home on the Red River in Winnipeg,
Manitoba, where the family lived prior

to moving to Newtown in 2012. “The
kids are looking out at the river,” Greene
recalled. “Isaiah has one arm around his
sister and in his other hand, he holds a
yellow whiffle ball bat. I would pitch cra-
bapples that fell from a tree in the back-
yard and the children would bat them
into the river. One day while we were
out there, my wife said to Isaiah and Ana,
‘Why don’t you turn your backs to me
and T'll take your picture?”

That photograph finds musical expres-
sion on the album in “Last Summer,” a
quartet piece composed as a reflection
on his children’s image. Greene draws
similar inspiration from Ana’s life in the
new composition “Little Voices,” which
includes a soliloquy recited by Tony
Award-winning actress Anika Noni Rose.
Rose, who attended Bloomfield High
School with Greene, won his daughter’s
heart as the voice of Princess Tiana in
one of Ana’s favorite animated films, “The
Princess and the Frog.”

Greene reworked several of his earlier
instrumental compositions to write new
vocal arrangements for the album, includ-
ing “When I Come Home” featuring “The
Voice” 2011 winner Javier Colon and
“Ana’s Way” featuring jazz vocalist and
composer Kurt Elling with the Early Years
Choir of the Linden Christian School in
Winnipeg. “All the children who sing on
the album were classmates of my son
and my daughter when they attended

the Linden School,” he said. Latanya
Farrell, who like Colon was a classmate
of Greene’s at the Hartt School at the
University of Hartford, sings Greene’s
arrangement of the text of the Lord’s
Prayer in “Prayer,” which also features
Cyrus Chestnut on piano.

Greene called upon pianist Kenny Barron,
bassist Christian McBride and drummer
Lewis Nash — legendary jazz artists who
supported Greene as his rhythm section
for his breakthrough performance at age
21 in the 1996 Thelonious Monk competi-
tion — to reunite with him in fresh takes
on the Broadway songs “Where is Love?”
from “Oliver” and “Maybe” from “Annie.”
The selection of “Where Is Love?” harks
back to Greene’s introduction to that mel-
ody as an improvisation assignment from
his instructor and mentor at the Artists
Collective in Hartford, Jackie McLean.
“Maybe” seemed ideally suited for an
album inspired by his daughter, he noted:
“Ana loved all the songs from ‘Annie’ and
sang them a capella.”

The album also renewed collabora-
tions with other artists including Rosnes,
guitar legend Pat Metheny and a string
ensemble from the Hartford Symphony
Orchestra. Metheny joined Greene in

an instrumental performance of “Come
Thou Almighty King,” which segues into
a home recording of Isaiah playing the
same piece from his school songbook
while Ana sings the hymn.

Greene expressed special gratitude to
Norman and David Chesky of Chesky
Records and HD Tracks, who reached
out to him in the aftermath of the Sandy
Hook tragedy to offer donation of studio
facilities, production and administrative
supportt for recording of the album.

A portion of the proceeds from sales of
“Beautiful Life” will benefit the Ana Grace
Project of Klingberg Family Centers in
New Britain and the Artists Collective

in Hartford. The Ana Grace Project was
founded in October 2013 in a collabora-
tion between the Greene family and the
Klingberg Family Centers to promote love,
community and connection for every
child and family through research, pro-
fessional development and public policy
aimed at building community efforts to
prevent violence and foster recovery. The
Artists Collective, founded by McLean

in 1970, is an interdisciplinary arts and
cultural institution that has served the
Greater Hartford area for more than

four decades, providing what Greene
described as “world-class training” as well
as a profound appreciation of his African
American heritage and his place in the
rich legacy of jazz musicians. More infor-
mation on these nonprofit organizations
is available online at http://anagracepro-
ject.org and http://artistscollective.org. m
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Schmotter was a frequent visitor to sporting
events on campus, underscoring his belief
that athletics are an important component
of university life.

Schmotter presided at 20 WCSU com-
mencements, both undergraduate and
graduate, before his retirement and gradu-
ated more than 14,000 students during
his tenure — as many or more than any of
Western's presidents.

Western connects with several
community organizations to
support projects and ideas
Here, Schmotter meets with
Lew Wallace, president of the
Cultural Alliance of Western
Connecticut, and Executive
Director Lisa Scails

Dr. James W. Schmotter has served as
president of Western Connecticut State
University with distinction since

August 1, 2004.

2004 2006 2008 20

Schmotter promoted a wide range of commu-
nity-building events and lectures on campus,
including a speech by Tibetan Prime Minister
Lobsang Sangay, in advance of the two-day
appearance by the Dalai Lama.

Schmotter has overseen a 30 percent
increase in the number of students seeking
majors in biology and chemistry.

For giving opportunities at Western, visit wesu.edu/onlinegiving.
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Schmotter hosted His Holiness The Dalai
Lama for two days of lectures and cel-
ebrations at Western in 2012, leading
to the creation of the WCSU Center for
Compassion, Creativity and Innovation.

rs
mpleted

Schmotter has spearheaded development
efforts that have secured in excess of $16
million in philanthropic funds for the cam-
pus foundation during his tenure and the
endowment of the Foundation has grown
from $7.4 million to over $15 million.
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A garden grows at WCSU

By Robin Provey

A permaculture garden has planted roots
on the Midtown campus of Western
Connecticut State University and is expect-
ed to produce a bounty of flowering herbs
and vegetables. The garden is also grow-
ing interest in the community with organi-
zations and school children volunteering
to help.

The creation of WCSU Professor of
Anthropology Dr. Laurie Weinstein, the
garden is a grassroots effort that will serve
as an interdisciplinary “classroom” in addi-
tion to forging community ties.

“I see this as a huge movement,” Weinstein
said. “This gives people hope that they
can change the world by planting and cre-
ating gardens. We are getting the campus
and the community involved. I want kids
to get unplugged from technology and
learn about where their food comes from.”

In early May, Dr. Beth Morrison, an
anthropology professor who is on the gar-
den committee, and several students, trav-
eled to the Western Connecticut Academy
for International Studies, a Danbury ele-
mentary school, to help 30 second-grade
students plant seedlings. The children
planted basil, nasturtium and cilantro; in
June, they will transfer the seedlings to
the university’s garden. A large contingent
of volunteers, including students, faculty
and community members have offered

og their time to help spread compost, get the

plants and trees in the soil and lay pavers
along the outer edges. Local businesses,
such as Trader Joe’s, Whole Food Market
Danbury, New England Compost, Sodexo
and Dom’s Nursery stepped up with
numerous donations.

After much planning and preparation, the
garden plants finally went into the ground
in late April and the 900-square-foot gar-

den is full of herbs, flowers, kale, arugula,
garlic, chives, onions and several types of
berries. There are also a couple of Asian

pear trees and soon an entire section will

feature Native American companion plants:

corn, squash and beans.

The garden project has been cultivated
by a steering committee that includes
WCSU faculty members and administra-
tors and two consultants who worked on
the nationally acclaimed permaculture
garden at the University of Massachusetts
at Amherst. That garden, which received
accolades from President Barack Obama,
was started by then-UMass student Ryan
Harb. Now a certified permaculture
designer, Harb and green planning coach
Bill Bean are helping the WCSU garden
committee with its implementation and
design. The UMass garden earned eight
national awards in its first 18 months and
has been a tremendous drawing point for
the school.

In fall, 2014, Adjunct Professor of Biology

For giving opportunities at Western, visit wesu.edu/onlinegiving.

Dr. Andrew Oguma had his students
come up with garden designs that were
evaluated by Harb, as well as Jono Nieger
of Regenerative Designs, Greenfield,
Massachusetts.

Nieger and Harb said ideally the garden
will include symbiotic plants that over
time nourish the soil to the point that it
is producing more and more each season.
The variety of plants attracts bees and
other insects so that it is its own ecologi-
cal system — in essence building a grow-
ing educational story.

The garden is being built with support
from the university’s Jane Goodall Center
club, “Roots & Shoots class,” founded by
internationally known environmentalist
Jane Goodall. The Roots & Shoots pro-
gram is about making positive change
happen for communities, animals and the
environment. The university also offers

a senior-level “Sociology 400 — Roots &
Shoots,” which can also focus on the
garden environs. The university’s food ser-
vices provider, Sodexo, has also expressed
interest in using the food.

The main garden is in the wide open
space outside the Science Building, and
there are plans to maintain large perma-
nent planters around campus that can
be filled with a combination of flora and
edible plants, such as black-eyed Susan
and variegated kale. m



WCSU earns 2015 Green Award
from Morris Media Group

The new Visual and Performing Arts Center

By Sherri Hill

Western Connecticut State University

was one of three winners of 2015 Green
Awards announced by Morris Media
Group in January 2015. According to a
Morris Media Group press release, the
awards recognize businesses, nonprofits
and individuals that are leading the local
fight to protect the environment while
also creating a sustainable social and eco-
nomic community.

“The awards salute those who are making
a difference, and they bring awareness

(I-r): Michael Spremulli, Luigi Marcane and Paul Basso
of Environmental and Facilities Services, prougly display
WCSU’s Green Award.

to their good work,” said publisher
Geoffrey Morris.

Nominations were open to the public and
were accepted in three categories.

1. Businesses or nonprofit organizations
whose primary focus is producing or
selling innovative green products, pro-
viding innovative green services, and/
or promoting a green lifestyle.

2. Businesses or nonprofit organizations,
though not a producer or seller of
green products or services, that have
significantly incorporated green prac-
tices into their culture and operations.

3. Individuals who are actively promoting
and living a green lifestyle.

WCSU was selected in Category 2 for the
university’s extensive investment and
efforts to employ smart-building technol-
ogy. Western invested more than $450,000
in the university’s largest residence hall,
resulting in dramatic reduction in energy
use. Other efforts included the installa-
tion of four EV charging stations, and the
achievement of LEED Silver status on the
newly constructed Visual and Performing
Arts Center.

According to WCSU President James W.
Schmotter, “This recognition delights the

Western community. It’s a further testi-
mony to the university’s commitment to
environmental responsibility. Our faculty,
staff and students not only advocate green
practices. They implement them every day,
week, month and semester.”

WCSU Interim Associate Vice President for
Facilities Luigi Marcone concurred.

“Western’s innovative efforts to reduce

our environmental footprint have added
value to our role as a community partner
and a responsible neighbor. Creating an
infrastructure of intelligent buildings and
introducing technological solutions where
human interaction had been required in
the past has allowed us to continue to
make improvements to our campus and
reduce operating costs.”

Three independent judges sifted through
the 85 nominees to determine the three
category winners and Honorable Mention
winners. The judges for the 2015 Green
Awards represent the three counties
(Fairfield, Litchfield and Westchester)

that make up the geographical region

of the nominees.

The 2015 Green Award ceremony was on
March 12 at the Aldrich Contemporary Art
Museum in Ridgefield. Marcone accepted

the award on behalf of the university. m
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WCSU debaters prove double trouble for
tournament competition

By Robert Taylor

Twin sisters Colleen and Nicole Mair en-
tered Western in 2012 with distinctly dif-
ferent tastes for competition, but this year
their paths have converged on the field of
ideas and intercollegiate debate — with
immediate success that exemplifies the
strong tradition they have inherited in the
WCSU Roger Sherman Debate Society.

The Mairs, of Milford, parted ways as
Nicole entered the Western rugby pro-
gram while Colleen joined the debate
society during their freshman year. But
Nicole heard about Colleen’s rising for-
tunes as a sophomore debater and vol-
unteered for the support staff at the Hat
City Debate Tournament at Western in
February 2014. In the corridors while a
round was in progress, she recalled, a
participant in the tournament approached
her with surprise and, mistaking her for
Colleen, asked, “Why aren’t you in there
debating?”

That serendipitous invitation has been
embraced by Nicole as she underwent

a summer program of intensive training
in argumentation fundamentals at the
Arizona Debate Institute held at Arizona
State University in Tempe, preparing her
to team up with Colleen in debate com-
petitions for the 2014-15 academic year.
They entered their first competition as a
junior varsity team at the Rutgers Newark
Debate Tournament in late September,
emerging from the qualifying round

to achieve impressive victories in the
quarterfinals and semifinals — the latter

over the top-seeded team from Liberty
University — before falling in the finals.
Colleen achieved an impressive third
place in the Rutgers Debate Speaker
Awards, with Nicole placing ninth. “That
was an unheard-of achievement for their
very first tournament together,” said
Renan Max Hamoy, WCSU debate direc-
tor and Information Technology and
Innovation Web content specialist.

During the WCSU debate society’s cross-
country winter break trip to California

in early January to participate in two
debate tournaments, the Mair twins again
reached the finals and achieved another
second-place showing in junior varsity
team competition in the Kathryn Klassic
at California State University at Fullerton.
Their individual placements in the tourna-
ment were even more impressive: Colleen
captured the overall Top Speaker prize in
the JV field, while Nicole finished close
behind in third place.

Western renewed its claim as a premier
destination for intercollegiate debate
competition as host to the annual Hat
City Debate Tournament, on Feb. 21 and
22, on the university’s Midtown campus.
The 2015 tournament attracted about 400
participants from some 20 colleges and
universities in the Eastern United States
for regional competitions to qualify for
the Cross Examination Debate Association
Championship and the National Debate
Tournament, as well as a regional event
in the Parliamentary/Worlds debate for-
mat. Representing WCSU were the Mair
sisters; Stephon Adams and Devonte
Escoffery, both of Brooklyn, New York;
Claire Boettcher, of Middlebury; Sydney
Feeney, of New Haven; Michael Hajzer,
of Sandy Hook; Ceejay Joseph, of
Stratford; Tashika Milford, of West Haven;
and Dimitris Sfakios, of Willimantic.

Success has been a familiar outcome for
Roger Sherman Debate Society mem-
bers who have faced off during the past
decade against students from major col-
leges across the Eastern seaboard and
nationwide.

The Mair sisters, now in their senior year,
have arrived at their passion for debate
from different academic backgrounds

For giving opportunities at Western, visit wesu.edu/onlinegiving.

and career interests. Colleen, who double
majors in justice and law administra-

tion and psychology, was persuaded by

a cousin who debated at Northwestern
University that participating in intercol-
legiate debate offers an opportunity to
develop presentation skills that will prove
invaluable to her pursuit of a career in
law or public policy. Nicole, a major

in economics, finds that the rigorous
requirements of researching complex sub-
jects and drafting policy positions have
motivated her to explore economic issues
more deeply, leading her to consider

a future career in the nonprofit sector
focusing on the alleviation of poverty and
social inequity.

Both Colleen and Nicole relish the chal-
lenge of rapidly formulating counterargu-
ments under pressure and delving into
the social and historical context of their
debate topics to discover fresh perspec-
tives on contemporary issues.

In preparing to debate the pros and cons
of legalizing prostitution, one of the social
issues addressed in the CEDA debate
question for 2014-15, Nicole observed
that the team’s argument “focused on the
implications that legalizing or criminal-
izing prostitution has for specific individu-
als, and on the roots of prostitution in

the history of slavery and the treatment
of people as commodities.” Colleen noted
that “lasting solutions to problems like
this will come only when you consider
how different people are affected by law
and policy changes.”

The Mair sisters have found that their
participation in the WCSU Honors
Program, which promotes an interdisci-
plinary approach to academic inquiry,
provides an excellent foundation for
tackling a debate topic from many angles.
“The format of the Honors Program

is very valuable because it gives us

the framework to learn from many
disciplines,” Colleen said. In Nicole’s
view, “many of the subjects we discuss
in debate are very relevant to the classes
I am taking,” she said, “and much of my
class work is relevant to understanding
how everything is connected.” m
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By Robert Taylor

Dr. Forest Robertson has come a long way
in the seven years since he earned his
bachelor’s degree in chemistry from West-
ern — and he brought all his academic
achievements and experience home this
fall with his full-time appointment to join
the university’s chemistry faculty.

“The Chemistry Department at Western is
wonderful,” Robertson remarked in a re-
cent interview as he revisited the journey
that has brought him back as an assistant
professor of chemistry. “My life has been
influenced by so many faculty members at
Western, and as a professor here 1 will be
able to continue the work that they began
in me. I hope to be the same kind of pro-
fessor and provide inspiration to the next
generation of chemists.”

Recipient in 2012 of a Ph.D. in chemistry
from Dartmouth College, Robertson has
gained recognition in his field for ground-
breaking research work that promises to
provide more efficient laboratory tools to
support the synthesis and identification of
biologically active compounds of poten-
tial usefulness in treating a wide range of
diseases. Working under the mentorship
of Dartmouth Professor of Chemistry Dr.
Jimmy Wu, he completed his dissertation
in 2012 investigating chemical processes
that describe the formation of carbon-
sulfur and related carbon bonds com-
monly found in pharmaceutical agents.
His research with Wu yielded important

findings including successful development
of a streamlined two-step reaction using
readily available chemicals that can be
completed within a few hours, com-
pared with the more complex process in
widespread laboratory use at present that
requires several days under harsh condi-
tions to complete.

Robertson gained considerable experience
as an instructor during his doctoral stud-
ies at Dartmouth as a teaching assistant
for four terms of organic chemistry lab, as
well as one lab term for the general chem-
istry course. “I became a better teacher
and a better chemist because I had to
fully understand the complex topics and
techniques so that I could write and pres-
ent my lectures,” he said. Since receiving
his doctorate, Robertson has taught part-
time as an adjunct professor in the WCSU
Chemistry Department while serving as
senior scientist and project manager for
Global Biomedical Technologies, where
he has worked with development of poly-
mers designed to act as adhesive switches
used in surgical dressings and other medi-
cal applications.

Robertson observed that Western’s
instructional and research programs in
chemistry benefit significantly from the
state-of-the-art instrumentation provided
in the university’s Science Building labora-
tories, which offer the capacity to conduct
investigations central to chemical research

Umnus returns to join chemistry faculty

including nuclear magnetic resonance
spectroscopy, infrared spectroscopy and
gas chromatography.

At the same time, he anticipates that the
relatively small class size of about 16
students for each lab session will encour-
age student-teacher interaction. “You get
to know all the students by name, and
they don't feel embarrassed to ask a ques-
tion,” he said. “It helps me to teach more
effectively when 1 can call upon students
to ask for their feedback on what we’re
discussing in class. And T am definitely
looking forward to helping my students
choose their courses and plan for their
future as their academic adviser.”

Robertson’s hope is that he will share
some of the passion that inspired him
to pursue a career in chemistry with
his students, even those who expect to
follow different interests when they
enter the workforce.

“Chemistry is ubiquitous,” he remarked.
“Legislation is being passed that involves
chemistry; the press and the evening news
report regularly on topics that deal with
chemistry. If you do not have the basic
scientific knowledge necessary to under-
stand simple chemistry, you may believe
almost anything that anyone tells you
about these important subjects. Knowl-
edge of chemistry enables you to be
well informed, and to reach an informed
opinion.” m
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Social work grad puts lessons to
work for his community

By Robert Taylor

For Newtown resident Matthew Cole,
the education that led to his graduation
last year at Western Connecticut State
University with a bachelor’s degree in
social work provided both the founda-
tions and the inspiration to continue to
build on what he has done for most of
his young life — serving the community
he cherishes and working to bring about
policy change for the common good

of society.

Cole, who has volunteered during the
past 12 years in more than two dozen
service projects to renovate homes from
western Connecticut to Appalachia and
Mississippi, took a bold step into the
political arena as the Democratic nomi-
nee for the state House of Representatives
seat for the 106th District. Although he
was defeated by Republican Rep. Mitch
Bolinsky, he affirmed that he remains
passionate in his pursuit of a public
policy career.

Cole’s youth at 26 years of age belies

a remarkable wealth of experience in
public affairs gained during two Western
internship assignments that took him to
the state capitol in Hartford to perform

Alumni Day Trip:
The Boston Experience
Saturday, Jun. 6

Day long trip to Boston, by yourself or as a group. First
Option - this year you can go off on your own, creating an
exciting day in Boston with family or friends ($35 each).
Second Option - arrive in Boston in time to enjoy a Duck
Tour, a guided tour of historical sites of the city, with a
ride into the Charles River in an amphibious vehicle....
seeing many of Boston’s most famous sights along the
way. After an exciting tour, head to Quincy Market for
some shopping and lunch. After lunch, we will have
another treat ... a tour of the Sam Adams Brewery com-
plete with a tasting. (§70 each). All alumni welcome. Call
(203) 837-8298 to RSVP.

diverse tasks as a legislative aide, policy
analyst and communications special-

ist. His exemplary academic and field
work at Western was recognized when
he received the Bachelor of Social

Work Student of the Year Award from
the Connecticut chapter of the National
Association of Social Workers (NASW).

In introducing her former student at the
chapter’s executive board meeting in
Cromwell, Department of Social Work
Chair Patricia Ivry observed that his inter-
est in pursuing a career devoted to social
change and public policy set him apart
from his peers.

“Every once in a while, a student comes
along who has a passion for helping
people by contributing to bringing about
change in the community and in society,”
Ivry remarked. “Matt Cole was just such
a student.”

Two years before he entered the politi-
cal fray as a candidate, Cole was taking
a crash course in the legislative process
and constituent representation as part
of his first WCSU social work field
assignment as an intern in the office of
Rep. Christopher Lyddy, then in his final

Saturday, Aug. 1

Spend a fun-filled day with your family and fellow alumni
at Lake Compounce in Bristol, Conn. Cost is $38/person
(children 3 & under are free). Price includes admission,
parking, all-you-can-eat lunch buffet, unlimited free soda,
unlimited use of rides, shows and attractions (except the
Skycoaster), unlimited access to Crocodile Cove and a
complimentary return visit ticket. Call (203) 837-8298 to
RSVP or email alumni@wcsu.edu.

Matthew Cole

year as House member. Cole drafted
testimony for hearings, researched pend-
ing legislation, tracked bills, responded
to constituent inquiries, and provided
other support to management of the
legislative office.

“T had a cynical attitude toward govern-
ment before then, but seeing how he
combined government and social work
convinced me that government can be
a force for good if you are serving the
people you represent,” Cole said. “Seeing
how he ran his office and what he did
for his constituents made me think more
critically about the work that a politician
does. Local government really does have
more impact on your everyday life than
many people realize.” m

VCSU ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION

The Neil Wagner

WCSU Alumni Association
Golf Tournament

30th Year Anniversary

Monday, Sept. 28
10 a.m. shotgun start (scramble format)
Richter Park, 100 Aunt Hack Road, Danbury

The Alumni Association is proud to host this 30th
annual event in support of WCSU student scholarships.
All players are welcome to join us for a great day of
golf. Sponsorship opportunities are also available and
appreciated. For more information or to make a
reservation, call the Alumni Office at (203) 837-8298
or email alumni@wcsu.edu.

ALUMNI




Friday, Oct. 16, 2015

¢ 2015 Hall of Fame Induction
Ceremony and Dinner
6 p.m., Amber Room Colonnade
in Danbury

Saturday, Oct. 17,2015

WCSU alumni, students and families are invited to
a multitude of events taking place on Homecoming
Day. Events begin at 2 p.m. on the university’s
Westside campus

¢ Alumni Hospitality Tent

¢ Golden Circle Luncheon

e Street Fair

¢ Food Trucks

e Class of 1965 50th Reunion Dinner

¢ Homecoming Football Game

Don’t forget to “Like” us
on Facebook

facebook.com/groups/WCSUAlumni

The place to keep pace with WCSU Alumni

flickr

To find more photo memories of Homecoming 2014
and Athletic Hall of Fame 2013, visit wcsu.edu/flickr.
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the fund for Western

Your support of the Fund for
Western helps our students
achieve their potential.
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Thanks to donors like you, Western Connecticut State University will be able to
continue meeting the educational needs of our diverse student body by helping
them to define their academic paths, build lasting relationships with faculty,
staff and fellow students, as well as enjoy a sense of community on campus.

Gifts to the Fund for Western of any size help:
« Enhance student support through scholarships
« Foster faculty innovation and student/faculty research

« Strengthen WCSU'’s community partnerships resulting in additional student
internships and jobs

Please consider joining one of our giving societies:

President’s Club.........ccvvveieerieinecieicceneians $1,000+
Fairfield Hall SOCIEtY..........cccovevvverirnn, $500 to $999
WestConn SOCIEY ........ceveveeerereiriienaan, $250 to $499
Century Club........coevevieieisiceeica $100 to $249

Make a gift today at wcsu.edu/onlinegiving
Checks can be made payable to:

WCSU Foundation, 181 White Street, Danbury, CT 06810
(203) 837-9820 « wcsu.edu/ia



