
How Hydro Power Works
Balancing Public, Private & Recreation

Natural Resource Preservation & Protection



How the Housatonic River Works
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Electricity Demand and Load 
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 Project Goals:
- Ensure areas where FirstLight staff regularly accesses are maintained
- Ensure that all Dam Monitoring Equipment is visible
- Ensure Recreation and Natural Areas are maintained
- Provide and maintain a balance between Dam Safety, Natural Resources Protection 

and Public Access & Use

2020 Dam Safety & Recreation
Vegetation Management Plan

Overall, the long-term goals of FLPR are to: 
1) Control and maintain the existing vegetation
2) Create manageable conditions for vegetation control to be more efficient with fewer chemicals
3) Reduce hazards to the public and staff (including potential risk trees and other vegetation)
4) Ensure all relevant portions of Hydro Dams are visible for weekly inspections and are safe
5) Retain soil integrity and maintain water quality





This Rain Garden was 
incorporated into an 

existing meadow. 

The Splash pad captures and slows 
the initial force of the water then the 
water slowly spreads out into the rest 
of the rain garden basin.



Vegetated Buffer Plan – What’s Required



Enhancing the Vegetated Buffer
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Tools – GIS – Databases 
Using Technology

https://lakepermits.myadept.com/TaskManagement.aspx


New Seawalls can be part of the Buffer – If Designed Correctly

What about seawalls?
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